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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY
1995 ANNUAL CONFERENCE PANELS

The following abbreviations apply:

W = Wednesday; Th= Thursday, F = Friday
1 =9am-10.30am; 2 = 11am-12.30pm; 3 = 2pm-3.30pm; 4 = 4pm-5.30pm

Panel: Cultural Transformations in Contemporary Urban Asia
Organisers: Grant Evans, Rose Lilley
Panel Themes:  Asia today is one of the most economically dynamic regions of the

world and this has caused a radical change in the way people live.
The predominant image of timeless peasants has been displaced by
that of the fast-paced businessmen and mass consumerism.
However, discourse tends to remain entrenched in the polarities of
“The East vs Westernisation’, ‘Tradition vs Change’. In the hope of
providing some alternatives to these dichotomisations we are calling
for papers which explore any aspect of cultural change in
contemporary urban Asia. Issues of representations, identity,
cosmopolitanism and gender are especially welcome.

Schedule of Panel: Th2, Th3, Th4, F1
Proposed Papers:

Local knowledge(s) and western science: competing discourses and the
deconstruction of development practice (Jim Taylor)

Colonial Past, Postcolonial Present: Korean Women in Japan (Sonia Ryang)
Whose Domain, whose desa? Urban Villages and Development (David Mearns)
Practices of Parda: Women, Television and the Routine of Everyday Life in a
Rajastani Household (Kim Paul)

Behind the Great Wall of the Chinese Family: Domestic Amity and Violence
(Grant Evans)

Pangcah Aboriginal Identity in Taiwan (John Thorne)

Food and Distinction in Hong Kong Families (Cheng Sea Ling)

Treading the Margins: Performing Hong Kong (Rozanna Lilley)

Panel: Pacific Substance(s) and Form(s)
Organisers: Grant McCall
Panel Themes: The idea that I had for this section was to bring people together

interested in various Pacific places. I did this because I know that
there are a lot of researchers in Australia/New Zealand interested in
the Pacific and I wanted to see what current topics were exercising
people’s minds. For that reason, I took a clue from Diane Losche
and provided the value title: “Pacific Substance(s) and Forms(s)”.1
had nothing specific in mind.

Schedule of Panel: F1, F2
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Proposed Papers:

» Wopkaimin Changing Relations of Production in the OK Tedi Mining Enclave of
Papua New Guinea (David Hyndman)

 Inscriptions on the Body: Skin Disorders and Aesthetics among the Huli
(Christopher Morgan)

o Nissologyina

Panei:

Issues
Organisers:
Panel Themes:

Sea of Islands: All that Glitters is not Water (Grant McCall)

The Anthropology of Native Title Claims: Emerging Research

Julie Finlayson, Di Smith

The call for this session arose out of a workshop held earlier this
year in Canberra at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Studies to discuss aspects of anthropological practice
under the Native Title Act 1993. The intention in this full-day
session is to focus on anthropological research issues emerging from
native title claims. While we are keen to obtain papers from people
currently working on claims (including those in the process of being
prepared, registered, in mediation, or the subject of court hearing),
we are open to also receiving papers from a wide range of
anthropological perspectives.

While a number of provocative anthropological debates have been
germinated within the context of the Northern Territory claims
process, the Native Title Act poses new requirements upon
potential claimants and upon the research required to prove native
title.  Without restricting possible subjects for discussion, the
following are areas which could be (re)addressed in papers:
anthropological models of land-tenure systems under the Native
Title Act; identifying the claimant group; the kinds of
anthropological proofs required; the role of Aboriginal evidence and
Law in the claims process; the operation and impact of mediation,
land disputes and contested claims; the politics of gender in the
claims process; the political economic of claims; research practice
and accountability; is there an indigenous anthropology of native
title.

Schedule of Panel: F1, F2, F3,F4

Proposed Papers:

* Relocating native title claims: pursuing an alternative perspective (Vachon,
Pannell, Doohan & Borman)

* Yolngu Sea Rights (Ian Macintosh)

» 'Why won't we tell them what they want to hear?: Native title, politics and the
intransigence of ethnography (Mary Edmunds)

» Anthropologists and native title determinators: expert witnesses or representatives
of the applicants (Michael Neal & Inoe Rummery)
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e TBA (John Bern)

 Lessons from Northern Territory Land Claims: a land council perspective (Jeff
Stead) '

» Anthropologists, Land Claims and Objectivity (Bruce Rigsby)

» Forensic anthropology, expert evidence and legal culture in Australia (Peter
Sutton)

Panel: Contemporary Indigenous Families
Organisers: Julie Finlayson, Di Smith
Panel Themes: Papers in this session were elicited by invitation with an emphasis
placed on presenting material at the cutting edge of contemporary
research with indigenous families. Papers for this session address
contemporary issues facing indigenous families. These issues are
approached through examination of how policies, such as
community justice or substance abuse prevention programs, operate
in practice; the question of socialisation and the reproduction of
specific cultural identity for indigenous families and communities,
and the issues of relations between indigenous families and the
welfare State.
Schedule of Panel: W1, W3
Proposed Papers:
+ The Aboriginal community justice project (John Adams)
 The transformative power of the Australian dollar: the impact of cash on social
and familial relations in a remote Aboriginal community (David Martin)
o Caring, sharing, violence and abuse: an 'out of the way' case study of the calculus
of reciprocity in an urban Aboriginal community (Jerry Schwab)

Panel: Critical Application of Anthropology in Australasia and the
Pacific
Organisers: Jim Taylor, Sandy Toussaint

Panel Themes: Academic and applied anthropologists are invited to participate in a
session which examines the application of anthropology in
Australasia and the Pacific. This may involve an exploration of
fieldwork experiences, critiques of influential methodologies and
epistemologies, ‘studying up’, the politics of ethics, the relationship
between applied and academic anthropology, the implications of
Western and local knowledges, the gendered nature of applied
research, and the de-colonisation of anthropology. The presentation
of case studies (eg on land use and land claims, social impact
assessments, agriculture, social forestry, conservation and the
environment, industry negotiation, cultural research management,



12

Australian Anthropological Society , Newsletter 61 (September 1993)

women and development, health, social policy administration) could
be used to facilitate and exemplify discussion.

The convenors intend to invite participants in this session to
contribute to a tertiary level teaching text on applied anthropology.

Schedule of Panel: Th2, Th3, Th4, F1, F2 F3,F4
Proposed Papers:

The institutional foundations of applied anthropology (Ian Keen)

The practice of anthropology within the context of native title in Australia (Frank
McKeown)

Construction of Aboriginal tradition for public purposes (David Ritchie)

An ethnographic evaluation of an Aboriginal community ranger program at Cape
York (Jim Birckhead) = - T

Action learning: implications for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies
(Michael Williams)

The graduate experience: on being an anthropologist at Argyle (Simon Wake)

At the grass-roots: collections and communities in Aboriginal Australia (John
Stanton)

Anthropology's contribution to the Nusa Tenggara Timur Pilot Livestock
Development Project (Douglas Lewis)

Banking on the people: anthropology in the creation of general rural credit in
Indonesia (James Fox)

Creating knowledge: scientific knowledge and local adoption in rice-integrated pest
management in Indonesia (a case study from Subang, West Java) (Yunita Winarto)
Anthropology and community forestry in Nepal (Bob Fisher)

Anthropology and mega-development: understanding dams in Laos (Peter Hinton)
Local knowledge(s) and western science: competing discourses and the
deconstruction of development practice (Jim Taylor)

Panel: Australia's Health - Research in Medical Anthropology
Organisers: Linda Connor, Kathy Robinson, Andrea Whittaker
Panel Themes:  This session will address issues of health, medicine and healing in

contemporary Australian society. We are currently engaged in
research in a suburban community in Newcastle, concerning the
beliefs and practices of residents in regard to health and health care.
We would like to invite papers from other researchers in the field of
medical anthropology who are engaged in research in Australia.

Schedule of Panel: W1, W3, Thl

The Paradox of Palliative Care (Beverly McNamara)
Exploring the 'household production of health": Talking with parents of young
children in Geelong, Australia (Anita Peerson)
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Panel: Anthropology and Cultural Studies

Organisers: Charmaine McEachern :

Panel Themes: This session considers the engagement between anthropology and
the increasingly influential area of study, Cultural Studies. Topics
can include critical theoretical and methodological issues involved in
this engagement and also ethnographically oriented studies of
popular culture.

Schedule of Panel: Thl, Th2

Proposed Papers:

» 'Other' ways of seeing: the conplexities of video cameras' use in (western)

ethnographic research. (Gerry Bloustein)
 Pelotons and Pacelines: Co-operation and Camaraderie amongst Competitive
Cyclists (Catherine Palmer) - ‘ -

» Going Feral: Liminality and Authenticity at the Alternative Lifestyle Gathering --
ConFest (Graham St John)

* Spectating in the road racing capital of the world (Mary Stutters)

Panel: Phenomenology in Papua New Guinea: Theory, Method,

Ethnography
Organisers: Jadran Mimica, James Weiner, Andrew Lattas

Panel Themes: In the work of Jadran Mimica among the Iqwaye Angans, James
Weiner among the Foi, and Andrew Lattas among the Kaliai, we
find a debt to the phenomenology of Maurice Merleau-Ponty,
Martin Heidegger and Michael Foucault respectively. These three
scholars plan to discuss the role of phenomenology in their
ethnographic projects and to contrast the varieties  of
phenomenological theory that have been deferred to in
anthropology more generally in recent times.

Schedule of Panel: Th3, Th4

Panel: Miscellaneous Papers

Organisers: John Gray

Schedule of Panel: W1, W3, Thl

Proposed Papers:

* A familiar sort of stranger or a stranger sort of familiar: Adoption reunions,
‘'searching’, and Australian kinship (Jon Telfer)

o Its's a very hard dream: Immigrants from North East India in Israel (Myer Samra)

* (Re) mapping National Filipino Bodies: Machismo, Ethics and Politics (Anne-
Marie Hilsdon)

* Having a Say: The Politics of Democracy (Margareta Olsson)
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* Reading Oral Historyas Moral History: Social Identity in Narrative and the
Question of Implicit Morality (Cameron Raynes) :

Panel: Aboriginal Places in Late Twentieth Century Australia

Organisers: Jeremy Beckett, Francesca Merlan

Panel Themes: The Northern Territory Land Rights legislation defined the
Aboriginal relationship with land in terms that were presumed to
correspond to the precolonial arrangement. This definition both
derived from and reinforced anthropology in the timeless mode,
despite apparent difficulties with this. Recent legislation and court
decisions, particularly with reference to the idea of tradition, have
provided the space for anthropologists to conceptualise Aboriginal
relations to land in other modes, and particularly as they have been
refashioned under conditions of colonisation.

The convenors are seeking accounts of a diversity of situations, as
these have worked out on-the-ground, and as Aboriginal people are
conceptualising them. Papers may be oriented towards current or
impending land claims, but the aim of the panel is to widen the
terms of the debate beyond the effectiveness of particular
formulations in the land claims process.
Schedule of Panel: Thl, Th2, Th3, Th4
Proposed Papers:
» Honour/power/knowledge: objectifying power in the Aranda outstation movement -
(Diane Austin-Broos)
 Mapping native title: the politics of space (Sharon Claydon)
» Contesting place: the Kuranda skyrail and rainforest politics (Rosita Henry)
+ The limits of place in contemporary Aboriginal social construction (Francesca
Merlan)
* Places that move (Anthony Redmond)
» Between cosmology and political strategy: the sacredness of the land (Kenneth"
Maddock)
 Snapshots on 'the Dreaming": contested histories in contemporary Aboriginal art
(John Stanton)
* Jugun and Yawuru are one (Broome, WA) (Barbara Glowczewski)
+ ‘Bornis nothing": roots, family trees, and other attachments to land in the Victoria
River district (Patrick McConvell)

Panel: Session on Tindale

Organisers: Tom Gara, ARLM

Panel Themes: The Anthropological Society of South Australia and the
Anthropology Division of the South Australian Museum are jointly
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organising a sympsoium as a memorial to Normal Tindale who died
in 1993. As the ethnologist/anthropologist as the SA Museum form
1928 to 1965, Tindale made an outstanding contribution to the
study of Australian Aborigines. The symposium will be held on
Saturday, 30 September 1995, at the Union Cinema, The University
of Adelaide, from 10am to 5 pm. Speakers will include interstate
and local anthropologists, archaeologists and historians. Films and
other display material will be exhibited. The cost is $10 per person
(87 concession), including lunch. More details can be obtained
from the Anthropology Division of the SA Museum (ph 207 7377)
or Sue Anderson (ah 272 3822).
Schedule of Panel:  Saturday
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CONFERENCE ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation close to the conference venue (Department of Anthropology,
University of Adelaide) includes:

Princes Lodge Motel 08 267 5566 Share single  $21.00
73 Lefevre Tec ‘ Single room  $33.00
North Adelaide

Lincoln College 08 267 2588 Single room  $28.00
45 Brougham Place

North Adelaide -

Clarice Motel 08 223 3560 Share dorm  $25.00
220 Hutt St Double room $59.00
Kathleen Lumley College 08 267 3270 Single room  $38.50
51 Finness St Double flat  $45.00
North Adelaide

Motel Adjacent Casino 08 231 8881 Single room  $55.00
25 Bank St Double room $65.00
Adelaide

Grosvener Hotel 08 231 2961 Single room  $64.00
125 North Tec Double room $78.00
Adelaide

Richmond Hotel 008 188 111 Single room  $85.00
128 Rundle Mall (toll free) Double room $93.00
Adelaide :
Parkroyal Hotel 08 231 5552 Room $145.00
65 Hindley St

Adelaide

Hyatt Regency 08 231 1234 Room $260.00
North Tec

Adelaide
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CHILD CARE FACILITIES

The Observatory Child Care Centre, of the University of Adelaide, has a limited
number of places during the conference period. Morning sessions are from 8:15 to
1:15; afternoon sessions are from 1:15 to 6:15. The cost is $16 per session, meals
included. Contact Ms R Bailetti or Ms H Brougham (Phone: [08] 303 5429 or Fax:
[08] 303 4404).
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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 1995, 4pm - 6pm

AGENDA

1. Apologies

.l\.)

Minutes of the 1994 Annual General Meeﬁng

3. Matters Arising

4. President’s and Secretary’s Report

5. Treasurer’s Report, including 1994 Final Report
6. Election of 1995-6 Office bearers (Note 1)

;/. Venue and time of 1996 AAS Conference; selection of Conference Committee (Note 2)

8. Professional Practice:
a) Indemnity insurance proposal (G. McCall)
b) Review of functions of Accreditation Committtee (J. Wiener)
c) Anthropology and Hindmarsh (J. F inlayson)

9. Status of AAS and TAJA relationship (M. Allen and G. McCall)
10. Question of External Assessors for Honours thesis (J. Wiener)

11. Any Other Business

Notes

1. As itis not possible for nominations for office bearers to be carried out under Section 16 of
the Constitution, the Executive puts itself forward for re-election, including the incumbent
Newsletter Editor. The proposed slate is:

President: Diane Austin-Broos

Vice-President: Jimmy Wiener

Secretary: Gaynor Macdonald

Treasurer: Grant McCall

Executive Members: John Gray, David Biernoff
Non-executive positions: Newsletter Editor: Dawn Ryan

2. James Cook advises (on 11 August) that they are not able to host the Conference in 1996
and asks to be considered for 1997. Therefore a Conference site must be found before the
Adelaide AGM.
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DRAFT DOCUMENT ON INSURANCE FOR LEGAL EXPENSES FOR MEMBERS

Members have asked that the Executive investigate the sorts of legal expense insurance available that
AAS might take up on behalf of members. To that end, about six insurance brokers and companies
were contacted in Sydney and two professional organisations (Surveyors; Accountants) consulted.

The first point is that anthropologists contemplating professional work where a legal liability might
be involved should take precautions themselves for the cost of any action for damages arising from
their work or questioning of their professional conduct. Often, such insurance is written into
consultancy contracts; when it is not, members should be advised to seek out such services from
either of the two proposers listed below (or anyone else recommended to them).

Only two companies in Sydney showed an interest in offering legal expense insurance to AAS as a
group: Legal Expense Insurance (LEI - contact details below) claims that their plan is unique: “it
combines several different programs into one and emphasises problem prevention rather than
litigation as the only way of solving problems”. In a letter dated 22 August 1995 they have outlined
their offer as follows:

“Plan Details .

Cover 1. The AAAS shall be entitled to receive 100 hours of telephone legal advice on
issues arising in relation to the legal problems arising from the consultancy work of a
financial member.

Cover 2. AAS shall be entitled to claim up to 80 hours of risk management legal services
(calculated at a rate of $250 per hour) on behalf of its financial members.

LEI reserves the right to provide the necessary legal services through the use of its in-house lawyers
or to reimburse the legal fees of an external law firm appointed as its agents for the purposes of
providing necessary legal services. This is the equivalent of an insured benefit of $20,000 p.a. The
only limit on the nature of the legal assistance sought is that it must relate to the member’s
consultancy work as an anthropologist.

Premium: $5,000 plus stamp duty of $125.00

Cover: 12 months

Benefit: The benefits available under the plan are equivalent to an insured benefit of $435,000. A
quarterly benefit schedule will be issued indicating claims made during the preceding period and the
amount of insured benefit outstanding. This will allow AAS to achieve a clear record of the issues
on which it has sought advice over the preceding quarter.”

Now, if we assume that we have a paid-up membership of 300 persons, that makes for an individual
cost of just over $17.00. Given the structure of fees, Ordinary members and, most especially
Fellows, are massively subsidising our $10 p.a. colleagues. This sort of subsidy is built into these
fees. The contact details for LEI are:

Ralph Lumby, National Sales Co-ordinator

Legal Expense Insurance

Level 3, 52 Clarence Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 262 6581 Fax: (02) 262 6595

The other respondent was Minet Professional Services (address below). Discussions with Minet,
although begun at the same time (the last week of July) as LEI, are not yet finalised, but the cost
structure (“around $20 per member at 300 members”) is about the same. In both cases, there is a
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limit on the number of hours allocated. In both cases, the access to the legal advice is by a Toll Free
800 number, and, in both cases, they would be willing to quote for more complete individual cover.
Also, we should add in both cases, they consider providing cover only if all members receive it. That
is, neither company is interested in offering on a per person basis this sort of cover: all the AAS or
none. Both companies are represented in all Australian capital cities.

Minet also advised the Executive that by virtue of our issuing a Directory of Members, offering
advice, recommending members, even holding conferences, the AAS and its office bearers all may be
held Liable. They offer what they call “The Association Liability Insurance Scheme” and a package
is being developed for AAS to be presented at the AGM for consideration. Contact details for Minet
are:

Minet Professional Services

Northpoint

100 Miller Street - - ' -

North Sydney NSW 2060

Telephone: (03) 930 9600; Fax: (02) 930 9682

This leads the Executive to propose at our Adelaide AGM that either an expanded role be given for
the AAS Native Title Working Group, or that an additional “Professional Advice Group” be formed.
There is a clear need for anthropologists to get advice about their professional practice and who
better than other anthropologists to offer such information? The proposal is for a small panel -
probably three maximum - available on e-mail and other methods, who would be willing to advise
financial members of AAS about their professional practice. As the Native Title Working Group is
up and running already and has an electronic discussion group, perhaps they are the appropriate
body?

The Executive looks forward to discussing the proposals in Adelaide.

AAS Executive, 1 September 1995
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NOTICE OF MEETING

Heads of Anthropology Meeting
Tuesday 26 September, 3pm
Venue: Flinders Room 3rd Floor
Ligertwood Buidling
(across the hall from the Anthropology Department)

Agenda items to Jimmy Weiner or
Di Austin-Broos

Australian Society for Medical Anthropology
(ASMA)
Annual General Meeting

1 '-v2pm, Thursday 28 September
Room 406, Anthropology

4th Floor, Ligertwood Building,
University of Adelaide
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POSITIONS VACANT

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY
of North Queensland

LECTURER - ANTHROPOLOGY
Department of Anthropology & Archaeology, Townsville

The Department invites applications from Social/Cultural
Anthropologists with research and teaching experience in the area of
Melanesian/Pacific Studies. Other regional specialisations relevant to
the Department will also be seriously considered. The appointee may

be required to teach at both the Townsville and Cairns campuses.

Applicants should have a PhD, relevant teaching experience and a
demonstrated interest in developing research programs. Interviewees
will be required to present a seminar in the area of their current
research, teaching or development work. Applications should include
a teaching portfolio.

The Department, with Bruce Kapferer as Foundation Professor, offers
Joint programs in Anthropology and Archaeology and has major
research and teaching interests in Asia, the Pacific and Australia. A
joint Masters program in Cultural Heritage Studies is offered.
to tenure.

Tenure. The position is available from January 1996 for a
probationary period of up to three years with provision for conversion
Salary. Academic Level B - $42,198-$40,111 a year. Commencing
salary will be determined according to qualifications and experience.

Applications stating qualifications, experience and telephone contact
number and the names, addresses and fax numbers (if any) of three
referees should be forwarded to the Recruitment Officer, Human
Resources Division, James Cook University of North Queensland,
Townsville Q4811. Phone (077)81 4880, fax (077)81 5644.

Applications close on 6 October 1995. Quote 95163.

Equal Opportunity in Employment is University Policy. The
University has a “Smoke-Free Working Environment” Policy
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND

LECTURER IN ANTHROPOLOGY
Faculty of Arts

Applications are invited for the position of Lecturer in Anthropology
in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences. The
Department offers a BA degree, with a major in
Anthropology/Sociology. Honours and postgraduate coruses may be
developed in the near future. The Department’s current research and
teaching interests include the anthropology/sociology of regional
Australia’ regional-urban, rural and remote communities; applied
studies in community development (policy, planning and evaluation);
the theory of development and socio-cultural evolution; regional
archaeology. Applicants with areas of expertise (such as cultural
anthropology, community development studies, medical
anthropology) are encouraged to apply.

The appointee will be required to teach both on-campus and external
students and will be asked to teach in the areas of World Archaeology,
Introductory Anthropology and Socio-Cultural Evolution. Applicants
should hold a PhD, be actively engaged in research (including
relevant field work) and demonstrate tertiary teaching experience.

This position is available for a limited term of 3 (three) years. A
further term may be offered subject to review. The appointee will be
required to take up duties in January 1996,

Women are under-represented at the University of Southern
Queensland in this area, therefore suitably qualified and experienced
women are particularly encouraged to apply.

Inquiries specific to the position may be directed to Dr Brian
Musgrove, Head, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences on
telephone 076 312244 or facsimile 076 311601.

Salary range: Academic Level B $42198-$50111 per annum. Benefits
may include employer subsidised superannuation, long service leave
and relocation assistance,

Closing date 15 September 1995,
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REX AND THE WOMEN
Kenneth Maddock

1 long to know...whether you have
been taken straight to the capacious
heart of RB -- Audrey Richards to
Camilla Wedgwood, 2. May 1928.

An opinion on his brother Bertie’s side of the family is that A.R. Radcliffe-Brown
(henceforward Rex) had no interest in women and should never have married. Apparently his
indifference was not always reciprocated, for it is said that he used to have women following
him from one country to another. - -

We are helped to see what made Rex attractive by this heartfelt paragraph from a female
Journalist: “Sydney is to lose her Radcliffe Brown, the tall, slender professor of anthropology,
who has graced her ballrooms and, in the De Chair reign, so many Government House parties.
In spite of his violent prejudices in favour of modern art, Radcliffe is a gentle soul, very
popular with the undergraduates. He goes to an appointment in America” (“A Woman’s
Letter”, The Bulletin, 25 February 1931).

At Sydney University, where he held the chair of anthropology from 1926 to 1931, Rex
had a reputation as “the Flapper’s Idol” (Wise 1985 74). Student songs confirm that he cut a
dashing figure. In one he is the talk of the town, has gone to the bad, abhors monogamous
tribes and was himself extremely polygamous in Tonga (Song Book, 1927, song 9). In another
he is bad, mad and faddy and frequents gas-bagging bohemian circles, but he is also the idol of
Sydney’s younger set and is pally with Government House (Song Book, 1928, song 10).
According to a third, he is the gayest spark in town who slept without a qualm at Palm beach in
luxurious bedclothes intended for royalty (Strooth, 193 0, song 21).!

These glimpses of Rex in Sydney accord with the impression he made at the University of
Cape Town, where he was professor of anthropology from 1921 to 1925. Joy Petersen, a first-
year student in 1922, became infatuated with him (she turned 17 that year, he would have been
41). Writing many years later under her married name, she recalled that after an initiation
ceremony for new students “one of the professors told us the aims and objects of university life.
The professor in question was one of the few who was not a Scotsman. He was a tall, lean
Englishman with a lock of iron-grey hair tossed back from an intellectual brow. He had long,
sensitive hands and tigerish, cruelly humorous eyes. He spoke well and amusingly, and I
whispered to Marjorie: ‘Do you know what he teaches? Whatever it is I'm going to register for
it. I'm crazy about him ’...That is how it came about that I became a student of social
anthropology...1 worked hard... because I hoped to please the professor... After every lecture
the professor tossed back that truant steel-grey lock, cast a cynical feline glance round his class
and said: *Anyone wishing to ask any questions please stay behind’. I was full of questions”
(Packer 1947: 81-2)

Perhaps the subject was thought to attract a certain sort of girl, for the student journal
advised newcomers to Hope Mill House, a women's residence, to avoid sharing a room with
anyone doing elocution, gymnastics, singing lessons or social anthropology: “They are apt to be
too enthusiastic” (University of Cape Town) Quarterly 1922: 53). Unfortunately it is easier to
discover what other people, including women, felt about Rex than his feelings about them. I am
not aware that he published anything autobiographical or kept a diary, and his letters are
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notably short on gossip if the many I have seen are any guide. By all accounts he conversed
brilliantly and on many subjects, yet could be extremely reticent on the subject of himself. But
his relations with women were talked about. '

For example, it is rumoured that he fell into disfavour at Trinity College, where he had
been elected to a fellowship, because of an affair with the wife or daughter of a college servant.
E. L. Grant Watson, who knew him at Cambridge and accompanied him and Daisy Bates on
the expedition in Western Australia in 1910-11, refers cryptically to “exasperated women who
found cause to hate him, and who so often declared that he was 'no gentleman" (1946: 85). As
a professor at Sydney he is said to have had an affair with the wife of the Governor of New
South Wales, thereby incurring A. P. Elkin's disapproval. Perhaps this was among the
“scandalous or semi-scandalous...rumours concerning the bohemian nature of Radcliffe-
Brown’s personal life” to which lan Langham refers without further elaboration (1984: 246).

The problem is how to go beyond such brief and uncertain indications. Virtually the only
informative documentary source is Grant Watson. Perhaps some light can be added by
applying a rule of method derived from the maxim that “You can tell a girl by the company she
keeps.” In the present case this means that if Rex is reputed to have had a lot to do with a
particular woman, but we lack direct knowledge of what he saw in her or she in him, we should
make as full a portrait of her as possible on the assumption that she shows the kind of woman--
-or, more precisely, one kind of woman---to whom he felt drawn.

I shall not be discussing his academic colleagues, such as Dorothea Bleek in Cape Town
or Camilla Wedgwood in Sydney, since the circumstances which bring two people together in
the same department or discipline need have nothing to do with a choice of the soul. I have also
excluded Rex’s wife Winifred. Their marriage raises interesting questions which are better
dealt with separately. The three on whom I shall focus are Sasha Kropotkin, Enid Struben and
Aletta Lewis.

The Anarchist's Daughter

Rex’s early anarchism gave rise to his Cambridge nickname “Anarchy Brown”. Before
going to university he had met Peter Kropotkin, a Russian nobleman and scientist, the best-
known exponent of anarchism in England at the time, who turned him in the direction of social
anthropology (see, more generally, Maddock 1993). Kropotkin's only child was a daughter
Alexandra, born in 1887.

The Indian anthropologist M. N. Srinivas, a D.Phil. student at Oxford immediately after
the War, was among those to whom Rex spoke of Kropotkin. Srinivas remembers Rex telling
him that he “used to ‘play’ with Kropotkin's daughter, Natasha.” In fact, her diminutive was
Sasha, but the error, over a span of so many years, is small and understandable. Her father's
biographers George Woodcock and Ivan Avakumovic, referring to the early years of the
century, describe her as “an attractive, lively and from all accounts flirtatious girl” (1950:
260). Whether playing with Rex, who was six years her senior, could have amounted to
flirtation, would perhaps depend on the length of the period for which he knew the family. In
1899, when he first met Kropotkin, she would have been twelve, which seems on the young
side, but it would have been more likely if the acquaintanceship extended into his student days,
which began in 1902,

I do not know what Sasha did in the period between leaving school and the outbreak of the
Great War. They were years in which Rex began to establish himself in anthropology, making,
as Kropotkin had advised, studies of faraway primitive societies (Andaman Islands 1906-8,
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Western Australia 1910-12). While in ‘Western Australia he relaxed his usual reserve on the
subject of himself to tell Grant Watson “about a Russian princess, whom he had met at
Cambridge, to whom he had been engaged. Both he and the Princess were avowed anarchists
but not of the violent, bomb-throwing type, though he had known several of these who had
found refuge in England from Tzarist Russia” (n.d.: 90).

An association of Russians, anarchism and Cambridge finds corroboration in Raymond
Firth's suggestion that Rex's “anarchism seems to have been a compound of several elements:
his idealism, his personal acquaintance with Russians at Cambridge, and perhaps a deeply
hidden romantic feeling for heroic danger and for doomed causes” (1956:290). The intriguing
question is whether the person described by Grant Watson was the daughter of Prince
Kropotkin. How many women besides Sasha would fit the description? If it could be shown
that she spent time in Cambridge while Rex was there but before his marriage in 1910, we
could be reasonably sure that they were one and the same. 3 : -

It may be of interest briefly to trace Sasha's later career. She accompanied her parents
when they returned to Russia after the overthrow of the Czar in 1917 and showed considerable
spirit in opposing Bolshevik oppression before leaving the country in 1921. It appears that the
last poem written by Aleksandr Blok, dated 15 March of that year, was about his meeting with
her. Sasha was married twice, first to Boris Lebedev, a Social Revolutionary, and later to
Lorimer Hammond, an American journalist. She, too, worked in Journalism, but she also
translated Russian novels and wrote a book on Russian cooking as well as occupying herself, at
various periods, as an actress, dress designer and jewellery designer.

As a girl Sasha was thought to be very English in manner, an impression that can only
have been heightened by the contrast with her parents. Perhaps because of long residence in the
United States she became robustly American in expression. To Paul Avrich, who interviewed
her in 1965, the year before her death, she spoke of “Commie sons-of-bitches” and declared
that “psychoanalysis is shit”. Rex might have agreed with the underlying thought, but the
words in which Sasha put it would have grated on his classical sensibility.

The Governor's Wife

Rex's friendship with Government House was evidently common knowledge in Sydney
when he was a professor there and the memory lingers on in anthropological folklore. Tigger
Wise must have relied on the latter source for her statement that he was often to be seen
“swooping down the stone stairs of the Anthropology Department with his opera cloak flying -
on his way to a performance with the Governor and his lady, the de Chairs” (1985: 74). A
Sydney University professor might perhaps have been invited to a Government House function
now and again, but what would enable him to go further and become “pally”, as the student
song has it? In particular, how did Lady de Chair and Rex become such pals that tongues
began to wag? I believe that her background and interests provide the answer.

Contrary to what some people may imagine, Lord and Lady de Chair were not English
aristocrats. He was a Royal Navy officer who rose to admiral before being appointed Governor
of New South Wales. She was South African, born Enid Struben and about the same age as
Rex, but considerably younger than her husband.

The Strubens were a wealthy and prominent Cape Town family; friends of the family
included Cecil Rhodes and Rudyard Kipling, who mentions them in his autobiographical book,
Something of myself. Enid's eldest sister Edith became a well-known painter in South Africa
and also exhibited in London. Another painter in the family was their uncle(?), Alexander
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to you. Benedicta introduced us in a way that must have been brutally businesslike to him,
telling us to talk shop and make the most of my time. The Professor did not seem to welcome
this advice and things were rather halting at dinner, until we were Joined by one Roy le Maistre,
Australia's leading artist (I am told), and an authority on art, at least of the modemn school. He
plunged with Benedicta into talk about her show and left the Professor to begin on me. I had
some difficulty in getting him to talk seriously upon his subject and just as I was succeeding it
was time for him to go off and read Hamlet at the Repertory Theatre” (1988: 186).

Who, then, was Benedicta? She was Aletta Lewis, an Englishwoman, who had studied at
the Slade and become a teacher at the Sydney Art School. Her work was exhibited in Sydney
on a number of occasions; in particular, she had a solo exhibition of her Samoan paintings at
the Macquarie Galleries. Rex, who opened it, discussed what was meant by modem art. “Miss
Lewis's paintings, said Professor Radcliffe-Brown, would not raise any controversy in Europe.
Cezanne and Gauguin, who started the so-catted modern movement, were no longer regarded as
‘new,' and, personally, he found it difficult to find what it was that was being objected to. Miss
Lewis's work he considered a sincere and courageous attempt to get a direct personal vision of

a land that Miss Lewis did not know” (SMH, 3 October 1929).°

In 1929, when the scene described by Margery Perham occurred, Aletta would have been
25 and Rex 48. That they knew each other well is suggested by her brusque and seemingly
bossy manner with him. Not only did he open her exhibition but he had a lot to do with her visit
to Samoa to paint, as she was to explain in her book about it: “It was A. R. Radcliffe-
Brown...who told me where to go. He said, ‘Samoa is the place for you.' And I took his word
for it. But he continued to give me a great deal of help and advice. By lucky chance Dr.
Margaret Mead was in Sydney that week...and he straightway arranged for us to meet” (1938:
X).

Later “came a wonderful shopping expedition” on which Rex “took me to a trade goods
store and we spent what was for me an exciting afternoon buying coloured calico, clay pipes,
tobacco in sticks, beads, toys, and many other things calculated to appeal to primitive
hearts”(1938: xi-xii).

One last point: though Margery Perham was much taken by her Benedicta, Aletta's self-
description was less flattering. She considered herself, in contrast to Samoan women, to be
“raw-boned and angular” (1938: 233).

Conclusion

Whether Rex knew, or was greatly interested in knowing, any of these woman in the
biblical sense remains obscure. Although women may have been more attracted to him than he
was to them, it is clear that he formed some close friendships. Perhaps they most appealed to
him if spirited, unconventional and arty or artists.

Except in the case of Daisy Bates, Grant Watson does not explicate the basis of the
hostility to which he bore witness, Daisy, who was less of a lady than she led others to believe,
reached the same conclusion as his “exasperated women™: A most extraordinary man,' she
confided to me...It was not many days before she added: ‘and no gentleman, I am sure™ (1946:
106). My guess is that one as dazzling as the young Brown portrayed by Grant Watson, who to
top it off was “beautiful to behold” (1946: 84), must have figured in romantic daydreams from
which the dreamers were disagreeably awoken by his extreme unconventionality and the vanity
and narcissism of his character.® In the cruelly class-obsessed society to which his talents
secured him entry, it is not surprising that hurt feelings and disappointed expectations found
solace in sniping at his origins.
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Struben. Their Francophile mother was highly sociable and had a passion for music; she and
her husband, who had made his money in gold mining, “met and entertained most of the
interesting men and women who visited the Cape from abroad” (Struben 1968: 244).

During his years as a professor at Cape Town Rex's views on anthropology and on “the
Native question™ aroused much interest; he was sought after as a lecturer and public speaker,
and his became a familiar name in artistic circles. It is reasonable to suppose that he would
have met one or more of the Strubens while in Cape Town, if not Enid herself, whose husband's
career had taken her away from South Africa. Even if no introduction to Enid accompanied him
from Cape Town to Sydney, it is easy to see that once he met her in Australia they would have
discovered shared acquaintances and a fair amount of background in common.

Enid's married life was “made much easier and more interesting by the money which her
father could afford to give” (Struben 1968:245). In Sydney, as she played the hostess and
indulged her musical and artistic interests, one might think that she was following, on a grander
vice-regal scale, the Cape Town example set by her mother. Lord de Chair's unpublished
memoirs show that he and his wife knew and gave hospitality to numbers of Australian and
visiting painters and musicians as well as people from ballet and the theatre. Rex does not geta
mention---the only academic who does is the geologist Edgworth David---but he would have
felt at home in such company.

Lady de Chair did not confine herself to Government House, or to the usual run of vice-
regal duties outside it. For example, she presided when Rex spoke at the YWCA under the
auspices of the National Council of \Women on the status of women; having introduced him
she took a seat among the audience (Sydney Morning Herald, 5 April 1927). She was present
with her husband and daughter when he lectured at the Lyceum Club on the “relation of the arts
to civilisation as a whole, and to Australia in particular” (SMH, 22 I-arch 1929). She was also
reported as attending a meeting of the Sydney University Art Club, of which Rex was a vice-
president, when Professor Sadler spoke on “Japanese Colour Prints” (Hermes, 1928, p.131).
She opened art exhibitions, including one by women painters (Bulletin, 6 May 1926) and one
by Margaret Preston (SMH, 7 and 8 August 1929), and she addressed the Feminist Club on
“Woman, her use and abuse by man” (Bulletin, 27 May 1926).* ‘

Did she and Rex have an affair? Anthropological folklore provides the only evidence of
which I am aware. If they did, discretion could have been expected on both sides. The
university authorities of the time took a dim view of adultery, but Lady de Chair stood at the
pinnacle of society, so action against Rex might have been avoided lest it create scandal in high
places.

The Painter Who Went to Samoa

When Margery Perham, later to become famous as an authority on colonial administration
in Africa, travelled around the world she kept a diary for the benefit of herself and friends in
which, for some reason, a number of the people she met were given assumed names. On her
way across the Pacific from North America to Australasia she visited Samoa, where “a tall
dark handsome young woman....an artist” helped her. Benedicta, as she is called in the diary,
was “rather a beauty and especially good in her bathing-dress” (1988: 80-I).

Once arrived in Sydney it was through Benedicta, who had by this time returned, that
Margery Perham met Rex: “Benedicta had been rather cryptic about the Professor and he
certainly was the last man in the world I should have associated with his profession. I should
have put him down as an actor. He is one of those people intensely aware of himself and alert
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Apart from any light this inquiry may have thrown on the subject of Radcliffe-Brown and
women, 1t points up, I think, some features of the cultural history of Sydney and of the social
history of social anthropology. At least for a few years art and anthropology, Bohemia and
Government House were drawn together in a network. For example, Aletta Lewis, who took
with her to Samoa a letter of introduction from Lady de Chair, did a portrait in oils of W.
Lloyd Warner (4rt in Australia, September 1929, Plate 33). He, in the preface to A Black
Civilisation, which is dedicated to Radcliffe-Brown, acknowledges the “hospitality and
friendship” of Lord and Lady de Chair. Rex must have been pivotal in the operation of the
network.
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Notes
' Copies of the song books are held in the Rare Books Room, Fisher Library, University
of Sydney. A slightly different version of the 1927 song, given by Ian Hogbin to Mary
Patterson, was printed in 74J4 (1992: 20).

Rex's address on “The Functions of Universities” wad reported by the Cape Times (24
March 1922). Joy’s passion abated when she discovered that her idol had feet of clay in his
mouth, so to speak - he wore false teeth. Later she married a Royal Navy officer who rose to
the rank of admiral, while she became well-known as a writer.

®  The Kropotkins lived in Bromley, then a small town near London, from 1894 to 1907.
If the Russian princess to whom Rex became engaged was Sasha, it is unlikely that he would
have first met her in Cambridge.

* Rex, too, was interested in the art of Margaret Preston. He wrote for the special -
number of Art in Australia (December 1927) on this painter, the other contributors being
Margaret Preston herself and Thea Proctor, and he praised her work in a lecture at the Society
of Artists' Exhibition of 1929 (SMH, 19 September 1929).

Art in Australia (March 1930) includes an article on Samoa by Aletta Lewis and
reproduces a number of her Samoan paintings. A much fuller account of her experiences there
may be found in her book They Call Them Savages, which shows a nice feeling for village life.

These traits caught the attention of American women anthropologists (see, e.g.,
Langham 1981: 252), at least one of whom, however, cannot have been indifferent to the
impression she might be creating when socialising with him: “In the evenings I wore my
prettiest dresses and prepared the kind of dinners Radcliffe-Brown enjoyed” (Mead 1973: 193).
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