PLEASE RETURN TO

IF UNDELIVERED,

Publications Officer,

Australian Anthropological Society,
Department of Anthropology,
The University of Adelaide,

John Gray,

Dr.

Box 498,

G.P.O.

S.A. 5001

ADELAIDE,

NEWSLETTER

PRINTED MATTER ONLY

A.A.S.

NBP4547

REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST PUBLICATION NO.

AIRMAIL IF OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA

T

ISSN 0727-3134
AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 19 JUNE 1983

Department of Anthropology,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0O. Box 498,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001 o *

Chairperson: Professor Bruce Kapferer
Secretary: Dr. Kingsley Garbett

Registered by Australia Post Publication No. NBP4547

TABLE OF CONTENTS

EJitOri@l coceevsesecnnssosecenesesessssenssasesacsoscssssosscrascesannosassnsas

Society Business
1983 Conference Preliminary PrOQYAIMME c.cececvcessssecossscossrosasassvose

Proposed Session for CONference s..seceecsvescocrsosocscasosccsonssansasas
Membership Renewal and Advance Conference Registration Forms .

Article
Grant McCall, Metaphore and Metapolitics in the Land of Sand ....hciecen

BOOK REVIEW ot sssescensoesosonaanssasssssosassossssssstocsssecssessscssonss

Short Notes, News, and Comments
News ceeceneaconns
COrreSpONAdENCE oo veesoaesasosossscoacsoosssssosossssannessasacssnssssssans
BookS and CONFErENCES «veererastassssosssssesssssssassessscsessnssanssass

POSIitions VACANE sesesoasscosssesesacsososessssossosonsssssesnassosnsassonss

10

16

18
21
22

23

DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS 7 AUGUST 1983




=
-

The Australian Anthropological Society was formed in 1973 to "promote the
advancement of anthropology as a professional discipline". Its membership of
approximately 300 includes most practising anthropologists in Australia, with
some membership in overseas areas such as New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and
Fiji. it also includes a broad representation of people working in related
fields.

The A.A.S. Newsletter is published each March, June, September and December. It
provides a forum for the discussion of current matters relevant to anthropology
and anthropclogists. Contributions from all quarters are welcome. Such
submissions should not normally exceed 3000 words.

The Newsletter also publishes contents of current Anthropolegical journals,
notices of other new publications, conference notices, notices of positions
vacant or sought and a co-operation column. The last mentioned publishes notices
of information, materials or equipment sought or offered, free for members.

Membership of A.A.S. currently is $AS5 per annum for students, $A10 for others.
It is open to anyone who is prepared to contribute to the objectives of the
Society. Application forms are available from the Secretary:

Dr. G.K. Garbett,
Department of Anthropolegy,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0. Box 498,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001

All correspondence regarding publication in the Newsletter should be directed to:

Dr. J. Gray,

Department of Anthrepology,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0O. Box 498,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001

The deadline for material to be published in Newsletters is:

February 28th
May 31st
August 7th
November 30th

The views of contributers are 2ot necessarily those of the Australian
Anthropologi £y Jopyright of all material published remains the
property of individua butors for signed articles. Reproduction of
unsigned material sh wiedge the Newsletter as its source.
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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

Normally renewed annually at the A.A.S. Conference held in August. The
membership dues of those who do not attend the Conference are also due in August
each year. Accordingly, this is the f;rsc‘;all for payment of membership dues
for 1983-1984.

1983-1984 Australian Anthropological Society Membership
$10.00 (student, unemployed $5.00) _—

AUSTRALYAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE 1983

Conference Fee ($12.00; student, unemployed $6.00) e _—

Accommodation for Conference:
Bed and Breakfast (single room at Austral Hotel)
$16.00/night. Number of nights x $16.00 P
Bed and Breakfast (twin share room)
$15.00/person/night. Number of nights x $15.00 e

Conference Dinner (7.30pm Wednesday)

'The Abbey' (Wine and Band included) $20.00/person e
TOTAL ENCLOSED: e

Send this form and payment to: Dr. Lee Sackett
Department of Anthropology,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0O. Box 498,
ADELAIDE, S.A. 5000
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THE GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Aboriginal Land Inquiry

The Covernment of Western Australla has determined a
policy of 1and rights to Aboriginal people will be implemented.

The Aboriginal Land Inquiry ks established to examine and
recommend to the Covernment the most appropriate means

of fulfilling it's commitments.

The Inquiry will be conducted by the Commissioner, Mr Paul

Seaman, Q.C. A Liaison Committee of Aboriginal and non

Aboriginal appointees wili assist the inquiry and provide advice

to partles wishing to make submissions.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

1 Specifically the Inquiry shall consider the most appropriate form
of titie over land reserved for the use and benefit of Aborigines or
leased for Aboriginal Communitles. -

2In adgdition, the Inquiry shatl consider the question of what kind of
Aborginal relationships to land should be protected and the ways
in4which to satisfy the reasonable aspirations of Aboriginal people
o rights In relation to land.

3 The Inquiry will make recommendations about the terms and
conditions upon which such land should be granted and by which
body or bodies the titles should be held.

4 The inquiry will consider the extent to which waters adjacent to
granted lands should be protected for the use of Aboriginal
people.

S The Inquiry will consider the relationship of granted areas to
resource development projects and in particular the question of
compensation and royalties.

6 The Inquiry will review the operation of the Aboriginal Heritage
Act in order to make recommendations about the most
appropriate way of protecting sites of significance to Aboriginal
people.

7 The Inquiry & to consider the question of resource exploration and
development and to make recommendations on ways of
accommodating the legitimate concerns of Aboriginal people
about land and the social impact of development.

8 In agdition, the Inquiry may be asked to report on other matters
relating to Aboriginal people and their rights in relation to land as
may be referred to it by the Minister

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE.

The Commissioner at his discretion may atiocate financial

assistance to persons wishing to make a submission but

because of their socio-economic status are unable to do so.

Applications for assistance should be addressed to the Liaison

Committee at the office of the Inquiry.

The Committee will be asked to advise the Commission on all

applications for financial assistance.

HEARINCS

After the closing date for written submissions, the commission

will begin a senes of hearings through out the state. Dates and

venues will be advertised in due course.

1t will not be necessary for persons wishing to submit

information at the hearing to give evidence on 0ath or be

subjected to cross examination

SUBMISSIONS, .

The public are invited to make submissions to the Inquiry.

Written submissions or registration of intent should be

addressed to: The Secretary,

Aboriginal tana inquiry,
willmar House,
600 Murray Street,
WEST PERTH W.AUST. 60C5
PHONE (09) 327 8510
Written submissions must be lodged
Dy 4pm on Frigay. August 12 1983, PAUL SEAMAN Q.C.
COMMISSIONER
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

APPOINTMENTS TO
FIVE CHAIRS

The Unversity of New England invites 3
1
following tenured Chairs: ¢ ' ppicaions for the
Qossies — vacant foflowing the retirement of Py
rofessor
J. M. Bishop. The Department offers courses in Latin,
classical Greek and ancient history.
Educational Administration - vacant following the
appomntment of Professor W. G. Walker as Principal of the
Australian Administrative Staff College. The Department
provides _postgraduate programs in administration  and
teaching in higher ed and in the adn of
technical education and of schools and school systems,
Music - newly established Chair. The De .
partment
provides 2 mp«e?msy\-e program, with musicology and
ethnomusicology as mapr compohents but with emphasis
3150 on composition and performance.
Politics ~ vacant !o(lm_ing the appointment of Professor
C. M Tatz to Macquarie University. The Department's
teaching program covers the areas of Austrafian politics,

comparative politics, political theory and public policy.
Seciology — vacant following the appointment of
Professor J. S. Nalson as Pro Vice Chancellor.  The
Dcpartmm} offers a comprehensive range of courses in
sociology including the sociology of agriculture and of
Geveloping countries.

Eachh of the five Departments teaches both internal and
external students (the latter being required to attend
residential schools). All Departments have active research
Programs and supervise postgraduate student research
In each case the appointee will becorne Head of Depart.
ment for an initial period of five years
Full particulars can be oblained from the staff Oftficer,
Unwversity of New England, Armidale, New South Wales
2351 (telephone (067) 732100). with whom apphcations,
which shouid include ‘the names and addresses of three
referees, tlose on 30t June, 1983,
Informal enquines may be directed to the Charrman of th
o he
Academic Board, Professor ©. J. Drake (telephone (067)

732
1o 00932183
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MONASH UNIVERSITY
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHI

any department of the U
collaborate i thewr research
Intending apphcants  she:
Department 1 which they
of mutust research anferest A ntments wil be 1 1
Feliow Grade |range ($19 333821553 pai bu

at Researcn ferom Grade 11 EN
tontidered o ercenticnal
Applications will oaly be accepted on the obical Apgicaton Forn
This and other detads are avadable hom the Reantiar M J D
Butchort. Monash Unversity Clayton Victora 3168

Apphcations ¢Use Frada 20 Septemsber g Tlate

EDITORIAL

Plans for the 1983 A.A.S. Conference here in Adelaide are progressing very well.
As is noted on the following page, we have changed the dates of the Conference
from those published in Newsletter 18 to 28 August - 1st September which occurs
during the Common Week. Much of the present Newsletter is devoted to the
Conference. We have been able to construct a Preliminary Programme for the
Conference including the sessions proposed by various members of the Society. If
anyone wishes to present a paper in any of the sessions, please correspond
directly with the convenor(s). Hopefully, the convenors will be able to provide
the titles and abstracts of the papers for their sessions to the Secretary by
mid~August so that a full programme can be produced for the conference in
Newsletter 20.

It would be extremely helpful if all those who will be attending the Conference
could fill out the Membership Renewal and Advanced Conference Registration Forms
on page 27 and return them to the Treasurer with payment as soon as possible.
This would help us in confirming accommodation and other arrangements for the
Conference.

The Treasurer informs me that the Society's finances are much healthier now due
to many members responding to the notice in Newsletter 18 about lapsed
membership. Speaking of finances: If some members are inhibited from attending
the A.A.S. Conference because of the costs of travelling to Adelaide, take a look
on page 21 where Deane Fergie describes how 1lots of people from BAdelaide
travelled to Sydney last year by hiring self-drive mini-buses.
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Due to an unfortunate administrative error the published dates for the 1983 AAS

Conference did not occur in the Common Week. In response to the requests of

P
many members, we have advanced the conference one week. It will now be held N -
from 28th Au to 1 . i i
qust st September . The University of the South Pacific
Department of (o4
. . . (LECTURER IN SOCIOLOGY)
Special Minister of State 1 Applcaans sre vt o 3 ot o Lo 0 Seceins A
| ants must have 3 sokd background n research and deracn-teatid
¥ abiity in teaching at the tertiary level Apphcants with pust gradu.te
| degrees are especially encouraged Preterence wil be g 1o con
A’R.S. CONFERENCE 28TH AUGUST - 1ST SEPTEMBER 1983 | lotowng | Siralnaton angier mierests 1 fuo ur more of the
B § Pacitic Societes and Cultures; Stxiology of Developuny Coumtre
4 A 1 Political Sociokgy; Political Economy. Family and Fane b, Puputa
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 4y, AUSTRALIA | tion Studies: Urbanisation, Rural Development, Kae and Lo ko
DI (K i latons: Sociat Stratiication; Women m Society, Come and Devinnce
| Appointment will be for one year from begoning of 1984 Satary woit
! be in accordance with quakifications and experence i the L turer
| scale: F$10,89215.245
p ! In additon the Universidy provides gratuty amounting o 15%, f
Y basic salary, appontment atlowance and. subject 10 the Univer sty
. s : current housing policy, partly furnished accomodation at a rertsl ol
AUGUST 28 Informal dinner for Executive 8pm 121%, 0f salory. The Uniwersity s puy o0 allona ce i oty o s
SUNDAY annuation of 10% of standard salary In some caces th “
: ' may be pad dwect to the appointens excioy Lupwrig il
. i scheme subject 10 8 decision on accepladiity of tnw .
o . Commussioner of Intand Reverse Car fitate |
The D n tofthe S ial Mini ¢+ COPILS of ther curnculur vitse witn fo0 i i
i e Department of the Special Minis- " names and addresses of three reterees and date of maratehi s |
AUGUST 29 Horning ter of Slart’e is setting up apn Executive | Registrar. The University of the Sauta Baritie 100 Lox 168 |
MONDAY Session A: Medical Anthropology 9.00am - 10.30am ‘Projects Unit in Canberra to support the [ Fato reach hum no fater than 6 Juty. 141
i i Y . . ' 7984018
Session B: Australian Culture and Society 11.00am ~ 12.30am Minister in his role as Leader of the
Government in the House of Represent-
Afternoon atives.
Session C: Parthenogenesis: Mythic Images 1.30pm ~ 3.00pm qu:ﬁ%g;(é%rgea:fhlgaﬁﬁdbféorgiwézbg J - . C
of Closed Cycles in Sexual and undertake research and analysis and 10 M()re AbOI‘]g‘]_Iles
Social Reproduction prepare briefs and papers on selected
Session D: Anthropological Ethics 3.00pm -~ 5.00 topics. Successful candidates are likely . e s
. . 00pm pics. Su candic , t |
to have had experience in the fields of are g()]ng O }a]
Evening economics, the humanities or law in
Reception: Staff Club government, academic, bpsmess or By GUY KER
P ) 7.00pm trade union sectors and will be com- THE number of Abo- He said the most com-
Guest of Honour: Professor J.A. Barnes petent collectively 10 provide advice to rigines imprisoned in mon offcice among Ab-
the Minister on the full range demands South Australia has u‘\« zquxaw was bm{rw
r of the creased significant!y drunk o pubihe,  for
‘ :hich are made on the Leader o over recent years, and is  which 40 per cent of Ab-
AUGUST 30 Morning ouse. " causing concern in the origines uarrested were
TUESDAY i . People who are not permanent offi- Correctional  Services charged, and nearly all
Sess%on E.: Gender 9.00am - 10.30am cers olpthe Australian Public Service will Department and Aborig- were recidivists  angl-
Session F.: Anthropology and Aesthetics 10.00am - 12.30pm be engaged as temporary employees for inal welfare groups. tiple offenders)
. a fixed term. Remuneration will match C::;'fe :’r‘lg‘ﬁs{i?e’oiﬁ‘g‘é One factor i the prab-
Afternoon applicants’ qualifications and experi- State.  released  on icm was the lack of legal ;
Session G: Miscellaneous Papers 1.30pm - 3.00pm ence. Thursday by the Attor- 1r‘1crnjxa?)e:x):3r !
Session H: Anthropology in Australia: Teaching Applications giving full details of nmeg;se?:gjé; c?li;lwrb\ 4 Atorigines ;
Research and Practice 1.30pm - 3.00pm qualifications, experience anc current June last year, 145 per H up for minar off- !
Session I: Aboriginal C . . employment should be forwarded by 30 cent of the Jail popula- €hCEs endad up in Jail. as i
: ig : ommunicative Style: June 1983 to the Secretary. Department tion in the State was Ab- (?pn:)!‘w;d v]':o Ynl.\ 20 per i
Why is it so? 3.30pm - 5.00pm of the Special Minister of State, West original, although the Centofwhies :
Block, Canberra, A.C.T., 2600 gxi‘mg Gg"m;‘_pc:r?:“&”fx‘;a Although  Aborizinal ; l
Workshop on A.A.S. Proposals on Ethics 5.00pm - 7.00pm For further information contact Ms Mary adu’;t ;')op‘flation ; %fi‘;ﬁ,ﬂs (?"i?\ﬁl”ﬁi;n”l;f i !
Bennett. Phone (062) 70 2862 Yesterday. the Deputs hdetaude Jail the frrure il
Director of the ADOTIE oo nparer 50 ner cont i
. nal Legal Rights Move- (o7 000 pore Ay |
AUGUST 31 Morning ment. Mr Jim Stanley. ju0 ara nearly B
WEDNESDAY Annual General Meetin - said the true figure was ale privoners i Port
~ € g 9.00am 12.00pm even worse, because the -{:‘?ZZU-: ") “.,'.\,'p ,;”,:k»',
Attorney-General's  re- ooy aen ’ ]
Afternoon port did not take mnto ac- ) i
= P - count people brought  The Apongmal Lega. il
Session J: Economic Anthropology 1.30pm - 3.00pm into jail for a very short  Rights Movemient had i
period. only two  lawyers
- s In 1981-82, 278 per cent  country arcas m South
:Venlna_ ) of people who had been  Australia - one i Port
Confererce Dinner: The Abbey 7.30pm put into prison for any Augusta and one in Ce-
, length of time 1in South duna - so many alleged
Australia were Aborigi- Aboriginal oftenders
nes. a considerable rise were put i nul becanse
over the 1979-80 igure of  thev I
227 per cent recert
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_DARWIK COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SCHOOL OF GEN*RAL STUUIES
The Dacwsn Commundty (cleg m A lertury mianstonal College
set & unde statute At ine Coliege. the Sehool of General
Stixdes ofters award and trud ng (ourses 7 » number of e
amongst these ae
Bacheior of Ads, Dpdora of Teschwg Se<or  [ducaton
(prmaryt Lracuate Dpiormas i ducater. (pomary) and 0
Teachung Lrgtsh a5 4 Secondt Language. Diphormas m Communty
Heslth Mumng and o Nursng Unit Maragement,  Assccuate
Dvplorna i Weitare Work
Recent exparson of teachung areas has resvited v 2 number of
new posdions bewng oftered These are amurgst the posions
red

advert
SALARY SCALES (ECTURER  GRADE | 322430 325.648;

SERIOR LECTURER GRADE 1
330096 $32.226; $32.93% 335.077 pa
PRINCIPAL LECTURER $3E 685 pa.

LECTURER GRADE 1 —~ ANTHROPOLOGY
POSITION M-

FLD OF TEACHING  Socal A NS Teneraly  and
pretecably wih 3 specay n one of Scuth [t Asa, the Pacie,

Atrata

QUAURICATIONS ke axvoprate hghe  degree or  near
competon  of 2 Rgher  Cegree with femNing  erpwrerve.
pubkeatons an sdvarage

COMMENCING DATE See commencing date | below.

The Coltege cHters 3 magr i Anthroplogy as 12 of a Bachekr of
Ay Degree

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 1 L.y 1962

PRINCIPAL LECTURER IN ANTHROPOLOGY
POSITION No G837

MAKOR FHLDS  Su Arrwopoky gere sty and prefevably
with 3 Somcany s one ¢ 5ot (st Asw the Pacite, Austrata
QUALIFICATIONS  Ar aocvoprate ghe cegree. substantial
feacting exenence. Tesedrir and pubicatons. with recogresed
pro‘essonal s'anding

COMMENCING DATE Ses zammencing da'e T below
APPLCATIONS CLOSE 31 August 1963

LECTURER GRADE 1 IN POLITICAL STUDIES
POSITION No G558

MAJOR FIELD Seut™ D15t Rga

SECOND FIELD. Corrara've 2oilics e+
2l eonormy Ciher te 3 2
QUAUFICATIONS - 3
AN exDenence 3
COMIAENCING DATE
The Collegr citers 2

curte poitics or
ChOr 1eac iy Should be stated
ate R gher Degree with relwant
or

Arts cegras
APPUICATIONS CLOSE & .., 1952

SENIOR LECTUBAESRQQ»B&DESL!N socleLocy
LECTURER GRAQ»E”I IN SOCIOLOGY

HON Ko GS4
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MAKOR SILDS £y as
olerel 0 s 8 +
SO0y & ergan
STLORY maeen 3 B,
QUALIFICATIONS
ferng evcw ence 2-
COMMINIING DATE
APELICATIONS CLCEE

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
Applications  are . invited from  suitably qualified
persons for appointment to the following positions:

RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES N
DEPARTMEKT OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CHAKGE

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW/
RESEARCH FELLOW/
SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW

{Two positions)
The successful applicants will be at postdoctoral
level and should be graduates in political science (or
closely related disciphnes), preferably with an
orientation towards comparative politics, and should
have appropriate research experience and linguistic
qualdications  to  carry  out  research i the
department's  general  fields  of interest in
socio-pohtical change in Southeast Asia or the
Southwest Pacific. One of the appointees will be
required to work as a member of the Department's
ongoing project on rural social ¢nange in Indonesia
A strongly qualitied person with broader interests in
thearetical and methodological aspects of change in
Asia or the Pacific would also be considered.
CLOSING DATE: 19 AUGUST 1983

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES CENTRE

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW/
RESEARCH FELLOW/
SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW

Applicants  should be interested in undertaking
applied research and teaching (at postgraduate
fevel) in the field of the economics of development
Candidates should have a PhD, or its equwalent m
publications and research, teaching of policy related
experience in the development field. They would be
expected 1o participate in a research program in the
area of industrial development and trade. This will
be related to a Schoolwide program on
Industrialisation in Asia.

The Development Studies Centre has a mult
disciplinary orientation and the focus of its research
15 the Aswan and Pacific regions. Hs research
interest is in apphed and policy oriented areas, and
n working in collaboration with other scholars in
the region.

CLOSING DATE: 19 AUGUSY 1983

CONDITIONS OF APPOINTMENT:

Salary will be in accordance with quahfications and
expenence  within  the ranges:  Senwor  Research
fellow $31.332$37,373 pa. Research Fellow
$22,430$29.467 p.a.; Postdocloral Fellow Grade |
(at fixed point) $19.333$22.148 pa

Appointment, unless otherwise stated. will be: Senior
Research Fellow/Research Fellow norinally for three
years, with the possibilty of extension to maximum
ct tive years: Postdoctoral Fellow for one or two
years.

Grants are prowided towards trave!l and removal
Assistance towards housing 1s gven 10 an appointee
from outside Canberra. Ehgible appointees will be -
required to join the Superannuation Scheme for
Australian Universities. The Unwversity reserves the
nght not to make an appointment or to make an
appomtment by invitation at any time

Prospective  appucants  should  write  to  the
undersigned for further particulars before submitting
applications

GPO. Box 4, G. £, Dicker
Canberra, A.C.T. 2601 Registrar

PROPOSED SESSIONS

SESSION A: MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

o

In this session I seek a focus that would explore the link between anthropology

and medicine. In the broadest sense,
particular relationship? General areas of relevance could include:
1. medicine (pre-industrial or Western) as social control,

what are the issues pertinent to this

the ways in which

beliefs and practices associated with health articulate
prevailing moral and social sanctions;

2. cultural interpretations of aspects of western medical practice;

3. the social factors that need to be accounted for in assessing the impact of

western medicine on indigenous health-care systems.

Please submit abstracts to: Ann Hale,
Behavioural and General Studies,
Cumberland College of Health Sciences,

P.O.

LIDCOMBE,
Telephone:

SESSION B: AUSTRALIAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY

(02) 646-6444.

The papers in this session will examine issues around the theme of Australian

Popular Culture including critical
culture' itself in relation to the specificity of Australian culture.

* popular -
It is our

view that the relatively small body of literature which addresses Australian
cultural formation and expression does so by applying in an unproblematic way

frameworks developed in other social-cultural milieu.

our interests in

this session ‘are not so much with examining previous literature but in drawing

out original research on mainstream Australian culture:

Topics of relevance include:
Anzac Day

Australian Humour

Australian Beach Culture
Popular Music

Entertainment and Night Life
Political Culture

Business Culture

Sport

Offers of papers are welcome. Please write with title and preliminary abstract
to: Bruce Kapferer/Susan Barham
Department of Anthropology
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.O.
ADELAIDE,
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SESSION C: PARTHENOGENESIS: MYTHIC IMAGES OF CLOSED CYCLES IN SEXUAL AND

SOCIAL REPRODUCTION

We are convening a session on the above topic and are interested to hear from
people who are willing to prepare papers. The subject matter of the papers
should address themes of parthenogenesis <and/or other images of closed
reproductive cycles in mythology and ritual. Other such images could encompass
such themes as incest, homosexuality, and so on - anything in fact suggestive of
the more abstract notion of self-closure in sexual reproduction. While papers
can have the scope to elaborate these images themselves, and to suggest ways in
which the images are motivated (as, for instance, by certain types of animal
behaviour), we are particularly interested in the link between images of sexual
reproduction and social reproduction in general. Preferably, but not
necessarily, papers should concentrate on small-~scale societies, where these
sexual images tend to be recurrent, so that we can broach the problem of
relating sexual reproduction to the geheral social reproduction of economic and
political forms in such societies. In particular, the role of sexual
reproduction can be examined in the context of religious ideology.

It is proposed that the session should be used primarily for discussion, and to
this end we suggest that, if possible, papers should be circulated to all other
contributors at least one week before the conference. It may be a good idea if
people bring extra copies of papers to distribute to non-contributors wishing to
attend the session. If necessary we can give short summaries of the papers
prior to discussion. If any difficulties are met with xeroxing and distributing
papers, then the papers can be referred to us for copying and mailing.

John Morton/Don Gardner,

Department of Prehistory and Anthropology,
Faculty of Arts,

Australian National University,

P.O. Box 4,

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2601

SESSION D: ETHICS AND THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL ENTERPRISE

E.B. Taylor called Anthropology, "the reformer's science®” and many have taken
this as an injunction to mean that the discipline should dedicate itself to
applied anthropology and, even, advocacy in its usual practice. Other opinions
have taken anthropology as being essentially non-interventionist, even
culturally conservative, obliging field workers to refuse even the most minimal
involvement in the political and economic affairs of the populatiocns they
study. Between these extremes fall most anthropological practioners. The rise
of consultancy, applied anthropology in recent years in Australia prompts an
examination of the ethical basis of the discipline and this section seeks to
explore the issues involved. The section is to consist of a session of papers,
followed by a workshop examination of recent A.A.S. and other proposals, with
the aim of bringing concrete resolutions to the Adelaide A.G.M.

Papers discussing broad or historical issues of ethics, but making also definite
recommendations, would be most appropriate. Perspectives derived from the
practice of other applied professions, such as medicine, architecture, the law,
and so on would be very welcome, as would any materials dealing with discussions
of ethical issues as they have come up outside Australia. John Barnes, whose
paper a generation ago began debates on ethics in social anthropology, and
Peter Sutton, an Adelaide based consultant anthropologist, are to be amongst
those presenting papers.

B
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Applications are wited om suiably quatifed persons_ for
appaintinent to the followang positions:

RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AND SOUTHEAST
ASIAN HISTORY

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW/RESEARCH |
FELLOW /SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW !

This 15 8 reseach position in Southeast Asian History. The
Department s partxcularly interested in those whose projec
ted research embraces modern economic or social history.
Appointment will be for either two or three years. The
apporritee could be mnvolved in an inter-disaiplinary project
on Industrialisation w Southeast Asa planned by the Re
search School of Pacrhic Studies for 1985/7.

CLOSING DATE: 19 AUGUST 1983

DEPARTMENT OF PREHISTORY

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW/RESEARCH
FELLOW/SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW

The iment’s research interests are prncipally bound
by |h?::ogri¢uca! aus of Austrahia, New Gumea and the
Melanesian Islands. however. research in adjacent regons
pertinent to the prehistory of tns central area is occason:
ally undertaken. In recent years central research themes
have concerned the intial colomzalm‘ of the veg'::\
P e of agnculture, the
development of 5000 economec mechanisms such as trade,
palacoanthropological and human biological studies. and
ethnographic studies

Apphcations will be consdered from people wishing to
expand any of these themes or wishing to develop new
themes of relevance to the pretistory of the region While
research experience m the region would be advantageous.
apphcants with practical or theoretical training i other
fields, relevant to the Australian-Melanesian theatre, are
also encouraged 10 apply. It 15 hoped the successtul apph
cant will be able to lake up duty mn Or scon atter Seplem
ber 1983.

CLOSING DATE: 19 AUGUST 1682

NORTH AUSTRALIA RESEARCH UNIT

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW /RESEARCH
FELLOW/SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW

The Ut located s Darwin, 15 part of the Research School
of Pacic Studies. Canberra Apphcants should possess 3
PhD of. equwalent gualdication n ether econormics or otter
discipfines i the social sciences appropoate for research
on economic anct social change n Narthesn Australia The
post would be avadable for occupancy from the beginning
of 1984

CLOSING DATE 19 AUGUST 1983

CONDITIONS OF APPOINTMENT

Salary will be in accordance with quaiifications and exper:
ence wiltin  the ranges Semor  Research  Fellow
$31,332 $37.373 p 3. Research feliow $22.430 $29.467 pa
Postdoctoral Feliow Grade 1 (at fed pont on scale)
$19.333%$22.148 p a

Appomtment. uniess otherwme stated. will be  Senor Re
search Fellow Research Fellow normally up to thiee years
wilh the possiditity of extension 1o of five years.

Postdoctoral Fellow normally two years

Grants are provided towards lravel and removal Assistance
towards housimg 15 gven 1o an appomntee from outside Can
berra Superannuation benelits are avadable for apphcants
who are eligible to contrbute The University reserves the
(gl not 1o make an appointment Or 10 Make an appont
ment by invitat.on at any time

Prospective apphcants should write o the undersigned for

turther particitars before subamthing apphcations
GPO BOX 4, G £ Dicker
Canbwrra, AC T 2601 Regstrar

GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY

LECTURERS: SCHOOL
OF HUMANITIES

(CONTINUING APPOINTMENTS)
Apglications are invited for Lectureships in
1 Social Anthropology
(with  major interest 0 the  Study of
Medderranean and/or Latin American socielies)
2 Australian Social History
3 Australian intellectual and Culturat Mistory
4 Socology
(with major interest n the study of Australian
socrety)
The appontees will contnbiute 10 teaching  and
course  developnent work in the School  of
Humanidies  Mullidisciphnary  degree  programmes
and pursue appropriate tesearch
SALARY: Within the range $22,430 $29,467 pa
The positons are budgeted from January 1984
Applications should be submitted by 8 July, 1983,
for detaed wformation on the four posts and

v o 14
apphcants should contact
The School Administrator,
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES,
GRIFFITR UNIVERSITY,
Nathan. Queensiand. 4111,
Tel. (07) 275 7266. 00935362
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THE ACADEMIES' AUSTRALIA-CHINA
EXCHANGE IN THE
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

APPLICATIONS FOR
FELLOWSHIPS

APPLICATIONS FOR Exchange Fellowships are
invited from scholars interested in wvisting China,
either individually or as 3 member of small groups
with common study programs, under the Joint
Exchange Ag P ly operating between
the A lian Acad of the H g and the
Social Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. Facihity in Chinese language will be an
advantage. Successful apphicants will normally spend
trom three 1o six weeks working in institutes under
the control of the Chinese Academy, which will be
responsible for their expenses within China. The
Joint Commuttee will meet the cost of fares from
Austrahia. The award of Exchange Feliowships will be
subject to the approval of the Chinese Academy of
the Social Sciences and will be for the calendar
year 1984

For hurther information ond application forms, pleose
write to

Professor W. D. Borrie,
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia,
G.P.O. Box 1956,
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2601

CAPPLICATIONS CLOSE ON 29 July 1983

23.



22.

AN U,

NORTH AUSTRALIA RESEARCH UNIT

SEMINAR

30 November - 2 December

Larrakeyah Lodge, Darwin
comprising the themes:

- Management of the Northern Economy
- Structure & Development of the Northern Economy

- leople of the Northernm Economy

Papers and registration of interest are
currently being solicited. Further infor-

mation: Dr Peter Loveday
Field Director, NARU
PO Box 41321
Casuarina NT 5792

A Celebration of Demons
By Bruce Kapferer

“... 2 pioneering study in the emerging field of performance studies ...
combining structuralist, semiotic, and processual concepts and procedures -
into an original and powerful mode of analysis. . . . Kapferer wonderfully ¢
captures for us the mood, the life, smack and color of exorcist rituals. .. .~ |

i —Irom the Foreword by Victor Turner !

Sinhalese demon exorcisms as performed in southern Sri Lanka are the
subject of Bruce Kapferer's impressively conceived and researched study.
His approach to ritual stresses the criical importance of performance.
Music, dance, and comic drama are key aesthetic forms in the splendid
performances of demon ceremonies, and their role in the organization of
ritual experience is fully explained. Considerable attention is given to the
cultural logic undertying Sinhalese cosmological beliefs. Kapferer asserts
that “when demons intrude upon the social world of Sinhalese they disturb
its ordering. . . . Demons introduce an abnormal ordering of the world, con-
founding reality as it should, in a normat way, be comprehended and ex-
perienced. Demons order disorder.”

352 pages, 6% x 9%, 7 illus., 59 photos. notes, bibl., index

LC81-48677  cloth  ISBN 0-253-31326-0 .
Simultaneous paperback edition  ISBN 0-253-20304-X  MB-304
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SESSION E: ISSUES OF GERDER — AUSTRALIYA AND THE PACIFIC

This session seeks to take up broad ranging issues of gender in Australia and
the Pacific. We seek contributions which address theoretical and ethnographic
issues in the analysis of gender in this region. We expect that papers will be
able to be grouped around specific themes or ethnographic areas (which range
from the analysis of contemporary Australian society, to contexts of capitalist
penetration as well as gender in "traditional® contexts).

Contact Martha MacIntre (Anthropology, Research School of Pacific Studies,
A.N.U.) or Deane Fergie (Anthropology, University of Adelaide) as soon as
possible with offers and titles of papers and abstracts to Deane by 1st August.

Deane Fergie, Martha MacIntre,

Department of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology,

The University of Adelaide, Research School of Pacific Studies,
ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001 Box 4,

Telephone: (08) 228-5730 CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2601

SESSION F: AESTHETICS AND ANTHROPOLOGY IN SOUTH ASIA AND SOUTH EAST ASTA

The aim of this session is to consider possible theoretical approaches to the
study of aesthetics in South and South East Asian culture. Can such enquiry be
etic? An example of a title for one paper offered is: ‘Resthetics in Combat:
Jakarta Theatre as a Domain of Indonesian Politics, 1978-81'.

The participants will be asked to distribute 1000-2000 word summaries of papers
at least cne day before the meeting. Papers should be delivered within 30-45
minutes. The session will comprise 3-4 papers only.

Please write with title and abstract to:
Doug Miles,
Department of Prehistory and Anthropology,
Faculty of Arts,
Australian National University,
P.O. Box 4,
CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601



SESSION G: MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

Send titles and abstracts to:

Barry Morris,

Department of Anthropology,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0O. Box 498,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001

SESSION H: ANTHROPOLOGY IN AOSTRALIA: TEACHING, RESEARCH AND PRACTICE

I would like to convene a session on Anthropology in Australia: Teaching,
Research, and Practice, for the forthcoming meetings in Adelaide, if there is
sufficient interest’

Such a session would comprise papers on the role of anthropologists in applied
situations (perhaps, if there is not a separate session on this), anthropology
in tertiary education, and the roles of anthropologists in Australia. It would
be interesting if anyone has any details on the input of anthropology into
primary and secondary teaching, particularly with the recent statement by the
Minister of Education, Senator Susan Ryan, that a course in Aboriginal Studies
is' to be developed in Canberra for use in the basic curriculum throughout
Australia.

My own contribution would be a paper that I am writing on introductory
anthropology subjects in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the U.K., based
upon a survey I carried out at the end of 1982 ang the beginning of this year of
universities and other tertiary institutions in those places. Tt will updateAny
persons interested in contributing to this session should write to:

Grant MccCall,

School of Sociology,

The University of New South Wales,

KENSINGTON, N.S.W. 2033

anyone with an interest in the development of anthropology as a profession would
be a most welcome participant.

SESSION I: ABORIGINAL COMMUNICATIVE STYLR: - WHY IS IT so?

Convenors: Peter Sutton and John von Sturmer

Format: Instead of calling for full-length papers, we are inviting participants
to speak to each of a set of specific topics for up to ten minutes per person.
Emphasis will be on presenting a shortish set of clear points. People with
longer and written presentations are encouraged to cirulate them. Intending
participants please contact: Peter Sutton,

285 Rundle Street,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5000

Telephone: (08) 224.0625

Topics: This session calls for presentations on the topic of
Aboriginal/Aboriginal and Aborigihal/non—Aborlginal interaction styles. We
assume that better explanations of particular phenomena might lead to better
understanding of the limits under which stylistic descriptions can be used in
the.analys;s of social process. A grasp of interactive idiom yields a highly

21.
TAKE A BUS TO A.A.S. CONFERENCE IN ADELAIDE

some members might be interested to know that last year 16 people from Adelaide
got to the Sydney Conference (via Canberra) at a cost of $33.75 per head - or
for the equivalent of 2 full airfares. We hired 2 mini buses (8 seaters) for
the equivalent of one airfare and paid the petrol out of the other. [Drivers of
8-seater buses do not require bus driver's licencel. The journey was not as
horrific as had been expected and having vehicles in Sydney was an enormous
advantage. The main advantage was that 14 more people could get to Sydney than
would have happened if we'd stayed with our usual practise.

Deane Fergie

'.....-..-.-.-.-.--.---..-.-l-l--llI.l-IllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-II-

Dear Sir,

The consignment of books which were donated through the
Australian Anthropological Society to the Central Institute of
Nationalities, Beijing was despatched last week through a visit-
ing Chinese boat free.

There were 12 cases but most of these cases were runs of
magazines. There was a noticeable absence of contemporary anthrop-
ological hooks. If any member of the Society wishes to send me any
recent monographs or technical books which would be useful in
restocking a library which has had nothing for the last fifteen
vears I would still be happy to forward them free through the courtesy
of the Ocean Shipping Company .

Yours truly,

fllcnn 1 liwell'—
‘e e

William H. Newell,
Associate Frofessor,
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY .
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Thouse interested may enquire from the Curator of Anthropology,

National Museum of Victoria, Melbourne.

For the information contained in this brief note on Vivian's life,

which it is understood Dr Pretty is studying, I am indebted to the
following people: Mr Noel Wallace (Immediate Past President,

Victoria Archaeological and Anthropological Society), Dr R. Vivian
Blaubaum (Vivian's kinsman), Miss Valentine Leeper, Mrs Sheila Waters
(daughter of the late E.W.P. Chinnery), Mr I. Kepara (National Library),
Mr James Gibbney and Mrs Helga Griffin (Australian Dictionary of
Biography) .

The Australian June 15 1983

T

—~
Westem Australian College

ABORIGINAL
LECTURER

Apohications sre invited for the above position. The ap-
pontmaent refiects the College’s wish to have more
Aboriginal pecspectives presented in courses and special
projects.

The appointee wili be & member of the Dgpmmcm of
Abonginat and Intercuttural Studies and will work st all
four coliege campuses Perth.

D stes will include assisting in Abonginal Studies and’or
Abcriginal Education lecturing, acting as tutor and ad-
\.s¢7 to Aboriginal students, speaking 1o s¢hool 9nd
commumty groups. parhicipating in spociel‘ Aboriginal
orolects and associated duties. An allocation of tme
wii enabls the appontes to extend academic
quatificators

Apchicants should provide evidence of long-term in-
Lotvement with Aborgnal people and the ability to carry
o7 the abon € duties Appropriate tertiary qualifications
D ploms or Degree} and relevant professional ex
perence ave required

Appointee w f take up duties as s20N 35 possiple.
SALARY AND CONDITIONS

Lecturer 1l (822 430 - $25.648) or

Assistan: Lecturer ($19,333 — $22.148)

Trs s an snnual contract appointment reviewable after
1ree years.

APPLICATIONS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Agphicatians n writing with contact telephone number
should be forwarded to

The Statt~g Cfficer

o

SR

2ubievew 6018
Taephone 187 9211

Crosing Date Fridey 18t July @

L , D
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useful map of social process, but not the only one available. It also does not
guarantee any accurate relationship of either proportion or shape between a good
description of language, dance, adornment or camping, and an appropriate
analysis of social relations. There is some evidence of an anthropological
shift from overly socioceconomic explanations of culture to the opposite excess
of using a culture's means of self-representation as the matrix for analysing
sociality. This can make it harder to place both the culture and the society in
their wider contexts; it removes the humdrum but often vital statistical
realities from descriptions, and hence from explanations; and tends to ignore
the social inequalities and considerations of power which underlie both the
accessibility and rules for use of particular styles. The limits of a style are
not the point at which ethnography stops. All non-arbitrary subsets of the
logically possible invite explanatory delimitations.

The following is a provisional list of topics:

1. Status, role and style: interaction between Aboriginals/non-Aboriginals,
women/men, adults/children, men/men, etc.;

2. Camping/housing style (the swag as indicator, hearthside arrangements,
modification of standard housing designs, fires);

3. Decision-making style and the making of decisions {meetings, etc.);

4. Consultation styles and the realities of representation, power relations
etc.; ‘consultation' as European ideology;

5. Script, competence and performance in the arts (dance, song, painting,
technology): who are 'the public', the ‘critics'?;

6. Political rhetoric: indigenous and imported styles (is ‘creolization'
possible for any cultural mode?);

7. Official recognition of minority style vis a vis the institutionalization
of marginality;

8. 'Involuntary' style (handedness, gait, cries of alarm etc.) and personality

stereotypes.

Other topics will be welcomed.

SESSION J: ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY

Convenor: Neil Maclean

The section is offered not with any particular theme in mind, but rather to
provide a framework within which papers that I assume will address related
theoretical and substantive issues, can be brought together. However some
themes that occur to me as possibilities are:

Gifts and Commodities;

Money: Meanings and Structural Implications;

Marriage and the Circulation of Wealth;

Inheritance.

In so far as possible papers offered will be grouped together to enable
particular themes to be pursued.

Titles and abstracts should be sent to:
Neil Maclean,
Department of Anthropology,
The University of Adelaide,
G.P.0O. Box 498,
ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001
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Metaphore & Metapoiitics in the Land of Sand

BY

Grant McCall
(The University of New South Wales)

Quite simply, the cnthropology section ot the 53rd Anzoos Congress
in Perth in May of this yeor was the best meeting that I have attended
in Australie.

Perth is about as far owcy from Sydney as one can get in Australia
and the reminder of secession is there in the restored gool, where ot
the turn of the century the founding figures of Western Australia
laboriously wrote out in three originals the petition to obstain from
the fledgling Commonweolth. Onme of the three originols is centrolly
disployed, peeking out of its Jarrah wood box. More about secession and
tyrannical distance below,

If the sondgropers hcve beer parochicl, even xenophobic ir the
past, there was nothing of that in evidence during the week-long gab
fest, where there were about 4,000 registrants in 34 sections. The
gencral impression from the anthropology sections (25 ond 25A) was one
of success ond contrasted sharply with the feelings of my one morning
lugubrious breckfast partner ot the college where I stayed, who was in
one of the physical science sections. He hod turned up to a session
only to find the choir ond the keynote speaker present!

In contrast, Section 25A was well ottended and there were on offer
54 pepers, including ithose in joint sessions with Section 25. Though I
ottended only Peter Bellwood's excellent Presidenticl oddress, others
who spent their time there found the archaeology ond prehistory section
very rewarding.

Section 25, Anthropology, with whom I spent most of my time, offered
a fecst of 51 papers in § sessions, including two joint meetings with
25A, Archoeclogy, ond one with the newly established Section 44, Women's
Studies. Prior to the Main Congress, there wos a Workshop over three
days on the topic of "The resources of the onthropologist as consultant”
where onother 40 titles were listed for comment aond discussion. As if
that weren't enough, 40 of the total 91 paopers were either precirculated
or avcilable during the meetings themselves. There wos clso the Silver
Jubilee oddress by kon Berndt ond c Presidenticl oddress by Robert Paine,
visiting, olong with several others, from Canodc. In between re-arranging
cheirs and supplying wine cnd teo for the Section, energetic secretary,
John Stonton, told me thot orcund 100 persons attendecd most of the
onthrepelogy papers.

In gerercl, the porers in 25 rongec the gomut of socio-cultural
onthropelogy, prehistory, physical onthrepology (with many medical
contributions), through to linguistics, sociol history, ond contemporary
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Anthropology and Archaeclogy, South Australian Museum, 1in furtherance of
his research and they have recently been returned to the Society. The
National Museum of Victoria has copied the negatives and produced
excellent prints. The original negatives are stored in the La Trobe
University Library.

The following are extracts from Chinnery's report on the

photographs.

The Rigo district negatives are general scenes,
villages, houses, rivers, patrol crossing rivers,
mountains, Rigo district men and women, coastal scenes
(Moresby to Mailu) and lakatoi sailing canoces from
in that area.

The few Orokaiva negatives of the Northern
pivision are scenes, dances, bridges, Government
Station Buna, and generally the Buna-Kokoda area.

Most of the negatives, however, are from the
Massim district, which I outlined on your map. These
negatives include fine pictures of Canoes, Canoe-Prows
and Prow-boards and other elaborate symbolic:decorations,
villages -and houses, bush, mountain and coastal scenery,
as well as large and small Islands. They also include
a few arts and crafts, dancing, men and women, and
general ceremonies. Amongst them are many large stones
decorated with incised circles, which I think belong to
an ancient culture known as "Megalithic".

The best of the negatives of males and females
should be of interest to illustrated journals, with
their dress, tattoo markings, and physique.

Also of interest are the pictures of coral seas,
large and small oddly shaped islands and their groupings
(see Map), together with the violent tide-rips
threatening to small craft passing through narrow channels.

Pictures of arts and crafts are rare, but those of
the wooden bowls and large baskets are very good.

I like best of all however, the beautiful sailing
Canoes, with their rare symbolic designs and decorations
believed to ensure safety, strength, buoyancy, speed and
success in their fishing, trading and other purposes.

Of great interest also are various designs on the
prow-boards and the elaborate shell decorations on the

prows.
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THE VIVIAN PHOTOGRAPHS: 1915-194

Nigel Oram

Twelve hundred prints of photographs of Papuan subjects taken by the
late Reginald Arthur Vivian and owned by the Archaeological and
Aathropological Society of Victoria are now held in the Anthropology

Department of the National Museum of Victoria.

R.A. Vivian was born in Victoria in about 1800.* According to records

held by the Australian Archives in Canberra, he joined the Papuan
Administration in June 1907 'to act as Caretaker until Mr Kennelly's
arrival, he to be ARM at Cape Nelson'. He retired in June 1908 but was
appointed 'Acting Clerk in Customs from month to month' in November 1908.
He later left government service and prospected for gold. In 1913 the
late E.W.?. Chinnery, who became well known as an anthropologist, met

him in the Mambare Division and according to Vivian's own account (Pacific
Islands Monthly, July 1944, p. 30) he was on the Gira goldfield.

He rejoined government services in 1917 as a temporary customs clgrk
at Samarai and in the same year became a temporary assistant governmen£
;tcrekeepe:. In July 1919 he became a Native tax collector. 1In the late
1920s he was patrolling as an Assistant Resident Magistrate in the Rigo
district and in 1938 he was in charge of the Station at Kerema (Pacific
Islands Monthly, 15 August 1938, p. 68). Much of his service was spent
in the Massim area. He retired to Townsville in 1940 and died there
prctably in 1950.

In 1244 Vivian gave his photographs to the then Anthropological
Soziesy ¢f Victoria. In 1966, E.W.P. Chinnery catalogued the photographs,
whish were iccompanied by little description, and produced a report on

thes. In 1371 thev were lent to Mr Graeme Pretty, Senior Curator,

-

urbon onthropology, the latter very much under the influence of Basil
Sonsom, with presentotions from a number of well-prepored ond competent
students, such os Myra Browne and Molisso Helms. Henry Reynolds was o
keynote specker ot a session on "The Frontier", where there were inno-
votive papers, moking up for the lack of o Section 26, History. Pat
Baines' roinbow trickster will be remembered espetially in ‘hat session.

I wos struck by two main features on the informal, social side of
the meetings, the octivity which even if o few papers ore missed, is
olwoys o mojor focus of where ever anthropologists gother. Firstly,
the extreme friendlimess of the WA mob wos quite overwhelming. Lifts
were provided and helpful odvice proferred, even before one hod time to
ask. Students, from first yeor to postgroduote, were enthusiastic
participonts, moking o joded Sydneysider feel very welcome.

Secondly, not since my days ot ANU have I ercountered such o cos-
mopoliton onthropology group. This included not only those locol
foreigners, either as staff or students, but olso the range of visitors
brought in from (mcinly) Conoda and the USA. The Conodions included
Robert Paire, as President, Hank Lewis ond Carl Urion, from Alberto,
ond Bill Coblentz ond Sally Weover, from Ontorio, the latter delivering
o very interesting anolysis of the similarities between Conodion
Amerindion ond Austrolion Aborigincl policy and bureoucrocy. The
Americons ircluded keynote speaker, John "Victims of Progress" Bodley
from Washington Stote ond Bob Lawrence, from Texos.

On the intellectual front, there were two topics ond two events
thot dominoted the Section 25 meetings.

Firstly, on the theoreticol side, there was on over arching concern
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with meoning and discourse, evidenced in o number of papers ond highlight-

ed in Robert Poine's Presidentiol Address, "Isroel ond totemic time?".
Poine used totem os o metophor to demythologize reclms of discourse in
Isroeli politics, including insights into the uses of archoeclogy for
building notionalism. Relying upon what he colled o "coiled diclectic",
Poine showed how politics in Isroel hod become lodged in eschctology,
how the oncient timeless past became o model for meoning, with the re-
cent post relegoted to oblivion. He rnoted how the stote of Isrcel

was G child of the 18tk century Europeon Enlighterment, ond its patricrch's,

Hertzt , dictum thot Jews were to rediscover themselves through their
nation stcte identity. Reminiscent of Ruth Benedict at scme points,
Paine choracterised modern Isroeli public rhetoric as being comprised
of "the Torah ond the gun". His conclusions on the semiotics of the
sacred ond its influence upon the seculor rested on o preliminary
defining of two medes of public discourse in conlemporory Isroel, they
beiny the totemic, the timeless, ond the rational, which some might
coll bluritly Realpolitik. Bosil Sansom's spirited, even Mosaic reply,
whilst oppreciotive of Poine's points, stressed the Arab, porticularly
the Palestinion side to the current Middle Eostern predicament. Even
though the ethnogrophy did not recur elsewhere, the focus on history
cnd semiotics was much in evidence in other papers.

The other topic that engoged the ottention of us all wos represented

partly in Ron Berndt's Silver Jubilee Address to the Anthropclogicol
Society of Western Austrclio. One of his moin points, thot there are
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focts, even social facts, “"out there" awciting discover and that these
items ore incontrovertible ond the base upon which our discipline's
superstructure rests, would meet ‘'with only small support amongst the
present generation of social onthropologists. But, his comparison
between Abcriginal epistemology ond the conduct of onthropology was a
novel proposal. Just as does the anthropologist, the "Aboriginal® walks
through o lond "dense with meoning”, to use Stenner's phrose. On this
journey, there is-not just ore, but several goals being pursued. Berndt
stressed that onthropologists, like Aborigines, hcve many paths to know-
ledge. He emphosised his concern that extreme care should be taken by
onthropologists in their current involvements in opplied ond consultant
work, though he odvocated strongly that our profession not shirk its
responsibilities to assist Aboriginal groups ond causes. His call
for o comparative perspective was met odmirably by the obove mentioned
paper by Sally Weaver who stressed, along with others at the meetings,
thot opplied work requires that the anthropologist krow not only the
indigenous population population's organizaotionol structure, but also
those of the bureoucrocies that envelop us all in our Weber predicted
public lives.

The two major events of the Perth meetings were both concerned with
Paine's meonings ond Berndt's (and Weaver's) bureaucratic behemoths.

The weekend preceeding the Congress itself, about half o hundred
anthropologists gathered in the congenial Social Science Comron Room at
UWA to discuss, "The Resources of the Anthropologist os Consultont" in
a workshep on Applied Anthropology. All ottention focused on the work
of consultont anthropologists with Aboriginal groups in various ports
of Australic, o focus whose significance becomes apparent in o moment.

Eorly on, it becove clear thet it was necessory to split the larger
group ond to explore issuves of training, ethics, ond policy in smoller
gatherings, which occupied most of the weekend, the final Sundoy after-
noon being turned over to concrete proposals.

A press release, which received some medio exposure, was produced,
the central part of which, for those who missed it either on the rodio
rews or in the print mecdium, was this:

Because of o growing awareress of the proctical application
of onthropclogical expertise and resecrch in all aspects of
socicl living, the workshop resolved to form o professional
bedy. It was further resolved to urge universities to in-
troduce speciclised teaching and trecining in cpplied onthro-

pology.

Fer the rest of the meetings, the eight involved in the steering
committee met on o number of occaosicns as the Australian Associaticn for
Applied Arthropology (AAMA) bewan to toke shape. For those not at
Perth who might wish to contact the interim committee, those elected were
Diane Bell, Ror Berndt, Chris Clcrke, Pot Crimoldby, John von Sturmer,
Don Vachon, Judvth Watsc~, ond Feter Sutton, most of whose names will be
fomilior to AAS members Indeed, holf of the interim committee, ond many
of the foundotior AAAA ~e—bers, cre in the AAS themselves.

17.
concerned with peasant socleties would find the sections distinguishing
between different forms of bonded and unbonded labour particularly
informative.

The book-is impressive both as a work of scholarship and as a
work which attempts to make ancient history relevant to social analysis
in general and the present in particular: 'This book . . . is an
attempt to sce the ancient Greek world in very close relation with
our own and 1is inspired by the belief that we can learn much about
each by careful study of the other.' (Preface). Its effort to apply
marxist concepts to a period and an area other than modern western Europe
is more plausible and coherent than most such attempts.

At a time when humanities and social sciences are seen to be
increasingly irrelevant, and when tertiary education as a whole is
under attack, there is a great need for works such as this, which

combine genuine research with a committment to broader relevance.
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While anthropology has often looked to related disciplines for
material and ways of thinking, there has been little interaction with
ancient Greek and Roman history. S. C. Humphreys' Anthropology and
the Greeeks (1978) is the only book that I am aware of which specifically
attempted to bridge this gap, although some historians, such as
Finley and Vernant, have drawn on anthropology occasionally. Many of
the essays which comprised Humphreys' book were in fact concerned
with aspects of the history of ideas rather than with the actual
analysis of classical history in anthropological terms, and her work
has not been taken up or built on by other scholars.

Ancient Greek material, however, has particular significance for
anthropologists concerned with social evolution and longer term
historical processes, especially those associated with the formation
of small-scale states. In fact, the cuantity and quality of evidence
relating to the short and long term dynamics and development of social
svstems of this kind must be unsurpassed. Some marxist anthropologists
nave recognised this potential, but their adalyses have unfortunately
usually been vague and superficial ({e.g. Godelier 1977). No doubt it
is now generally recognised that there can be no package tours of
social evolution and that regional diversity and the specific properties
of social systems need to be adequately grasped.

A major work which should be of interest to anthropologists in this

context is Ste. Croix's The class struggle in the ancient Greek world.

The focus of the work is, as the title suggests, a marxist analysis of
ancient Greece. The arguments concerning an enormous range of specific
matters and the larger argument they contribute to are too complex

and numerous even to be éunmarised, but the areas dealt with include:
forms of slave labour; forms of free labéur; property; exploitation;

political struggles; attitudes and idEOlogy;‘

s ©f Greek society; the structure and collapse

tes arcund the respective mereits of

Marxlst avproaches te class and stratification. There 1is
3 good de2al of reference te comparat:ive material and sociological

Zepates a2iong the way. I expect that anthropologists

As neither on applied anthropologist, nor a resident of WA (not
even a student of Aboriginol populations), I found the AAAA, which wcs
firmed up on the last day of Anzuus, a declaration of secessicn, the
fmeliness of which is more evident when I describe the encounter with
the Australion Institute of Aboriginul Studies (A1AS) shortly.

At the final Friday meeting of Section 25, resolutions from the
previous weekend's workshop were discussed, including the preliminaries
of the organisotional structure of AAAA. In thot meeting, it was
noted that similar regional groups concerned with applied anthropology
had been formed last year in Queensland and Western Australio ond
assurances were mude thot association with AAS would be sought. There
was a plan to hold the next AAAA workshop in Adeloide, around the time
of the forthcoming AAS Conference. The character of the AAAA wes much
debcted, including the disciplinary focus on onthropology (some scowling
sociologists in the bock row of the lecture room wanted in  too) and
the meoning of "professionol"”. Peter Sutton gave the most succinct view
on what he thought constituted professional troining in onthropology and
thot was a minimum of eight years undergroduate ond postgroducte preparation.

Two other importont points were raised ond these involved a code of
ethics, on issue not unknown to AAS (See the report in Newsletter 17,
pp. 18-22), ond the promotion of o training programme in applied onthro-
pology, with Dicne Bell and Ron Berndt, respectively, working on those
oreas. Publicoticn in Anthropological Forum and other UWA sponsored
outlets was mentioned for the workshop papers and John von Sturmer js
working an proposals for o Handbook for applied anthropology. The
Cheir of the AAAA interim committee is Chris Clarke, and he called for
writtern submissicns to be made to ony member of the committee on any
aspect of the Association's operations or objectives.

Prior to the above events was the second significant event, the

regionol meeting of the Austroliaon Institute of Aboriginol Studies
whose Deputy Principal, Warwick Dix, kindly permitted me to attend.

Secessionist movements do not take place in a vocuum, but grow out
of o group being excluded from o main body; it was true 80 years ogo in
the Swon colormy and it was equally true of the feelings that came up
amongst WA onthropologists at this year's Anzoas. The AIAS regional
meeting brought home very coldly to our Perth colleogues the tyranny
of distance ond its consequences for exclusion ond secessior.

As semiotics formed such a part of the Perth meetings, it is appro-
priate to note that the venue for the AIAS meeting wos shifted ot the
lost minute from the plush choir in a circle Common Room at UWA to an
austere and monumental Lecture Theotre. Insteod of the hapless Dix,
ironically himself from WA, being one of cn oval of discussants, he was
planted firmly ot the lectern , with us, his oudience, sitting in obedient
student choirs, focing the one focused direction.

Whot was presented wos o message derivec from the recommendations
mude i the Walsh Report on AIAS operatiors from Canberro to WA. The re-
commerdations include one thotl members' travel expenses to the biennial
meeting of AIAS were ne longer to be met. Furthermore, it wos suggested
that o local WA branmch shocld be founded, to serve os o "depot” for



opplication forms ond other literoture, o resource service, and venue

for locol discussion. The AIAS constituency is to be expanded from its
current 145 (or thereobouts) to around 500 persons. However, the Asso-
ciote Member category, under which so mony persons of Aboriginal descent
hod AIAS status, was to be abolished. Other likely chonges were that

the Newsleiter was to become more journal oriented, with refereed orticles,
the number of people or the Council to be more limited, aund o university
appointmeni be reguired in order to apply for AIAS gronts.

Mony in the audience were stunned ond unsure of just what wos being
proposed. One might hove beer forgiven for thinking that AIAS hod just
told its WA members that they were no longer wanted, for it seemed that
a local group only for Perth was being suggested, other parts of Austraolia
were not being so treoted, Dix said. To odd to the uncertainty, it
seemed that the status of the suggested local group was undefined, though
Dix ossured thcse present that the Council of AIAS "will take comments
from any well orgonised ond well represented groups". If a WA group was
to be formed, it would have no AIAS outhority, that was mode cleor, ond
the parameters of such a group were olso left undefimed. Even the pro-
posed chenges, it teems, were not yet confirmed. Ron Berndt wos most
insistent thot AIAS Council should moke its wishes ond intentions towards
WA clear, but the reply come thot if the westerners didn't soy whot they
wonted, they would be igrored.

In the end, ofter some three hours of on evening meeting, o somewhat
desoondent interim ccrmittee for o regional AIAS branch in WA wos formed
to sort out o constitution ond other organisotional factors, along with
considerng ir detail how the Walsh Report had come to affect the partici-
potion of Perth people. - The interim committiee consists of Basil Sansom,
Sondro Bowdler, lon Crawford, and Michoel Robinson.

I believe that the AIAS rebuff contributed in no small measure to
the vigour with which the foundaticn of AAAA was pursuved.

Aside from the on-going theoretical debotes, the main outcome of the
53rd Anzoos for AAS re~bers is the stotus of AAAA for us. Has the whole
issve of consultancy, even of ethics ond medical anthropology, been seized
from AAS, perhaps beccuse of our own inoction on these motters? Just 26
of our 308 members {cs listed in the Directory, Newsletter 16, Part 2),
only 8%, are in Western Ausiralia. Whot is AAS'S relotionship to them
ond will our Perth colleagues hove the time (ond the interest) to par-
ticipcte in AAS, with their other burgeoning, seporotist octivities? Will
there ever be or AAS Conference in Perth?

It would be easy to see the problems cbove as having come from the
distence = momey equotion. But, connected with it, also, seem to be habits
of mind ond o differert defirition of onthropological praxis. How sig-
nificant these differe~ces will be continue to concern any of us involved
with AAS and its pote-tiolly precarious existence at present.

One positive arslicrative is to ensure that the Newsletter continues
tc be on open o~d reocily ovoileble forum for AAS discussion, serving
te bridge somewhat the aistonces in spoce ond epistemology that separote
our SCGQtE’XeC ‘%"f?erv;:.

Some sort of perspective on the consultancy debate was provided
for me on the return flight from Perth. An imposing gentlemar, with
o fumilior accent, briefly sat olong side me, enquiring of John Bedley
and mewhether we were geologists, us we were commenting in flight out
the window at WA's possing lond forms. We owned up to our calling,
whereupon our visitaotion replied: ""Oh, my wife is on onthropologist.
I own mines".

Before 1 could respond as foce, occent, and occupation clanged
together in recognition of Sir Arvi Parbo, who does indeed own u number
of mines, he was whisked oway to his proper First Cless seat by an
ottentive stewardess.

Does anyore know Parto's wife, Scime Soots, for whom she consults
and why she isn't o member of AAS?



