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The Australian anthropological Society was formed
"promote the advancement of anthropoclogy as a
mbership of epo"OV1mate1y
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notices of information, mater
offered, free for members, $5

Membership of A.A.S. currently costs AS$S5 per annum
for students, A10 for others. It is open to anyone who is
prepared to contribute to the objectives of the Society.
Application forms are available from the secretary.

Newsletter subscriptions are available for A$8 to
non-menbers.

Manuscripts, correspondence and subscriptions
should be sent to:

Dr Peter Hinton,

Department of anthropology,
University of Sydney,
N.S.W. 2006.

The deadline for material to ke published in
Newsletters is the last day of the month preceding
publication, that is, each February 28th, May 31lst, August
31st, November 30th.
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I have received an account of the events at NESWIT from
Paul Gillien, one of the two anthropologists on the staff,
is reproduced below.

Before presenting Mr. Gille es
to provide some background infor gl fi
of the cofficial enguiry ars stil iz el
these will cover all the issues wh ava us
working social scientists; inevit i1l nt
concerned with the resoluticn of di at
particular time and place. The bro rs ing

our rp

How should anthropology be taucht, are ltv connect
with other social sciences? How 'r should our cours:
be? What is 'relevance'? How should academic decisions boe
made in our’institutions? What if any degree of control should
governments or other authorities have over the activities of
teachers and researchers? What criteria of accountability
exist?

a
d
the crisis, however, go to the very he
n
1

The NSWIT is located in downtown Syaney in
one an old department stere, the other a new hig

several city block" away. Most coursoes hav;

orientation, including architecture, encineering, and
administration. The Faculty of Humanities and Social

is a one School Faculty. 1t offers a Bachelor of Arts

(Communications) degree, a Graduate Diploma in Communication,
a Master's degree by thesis and a variety of subject units for
students in other faculties. According to the 1979 Cale
s
e

the BA dagree "is designed to provide a broad understanding
the soCial and technoclogical aspects of Communication, as wel
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The Troubles at the New South Wales Institute of Technology

The Inquiry continues, and nobody who is 1likely to say knows
hat its findings will be. Its procedures are such as to have
“rovoked a Staff Association not noted for its activism to
bring the watpﬂr before the State's Industrial Tribunal. The
ta JHo are implicitly undexr attack are mostlwy
20 nts and thereLore mostly on fixed term contracts
fo) the Su;pLCLOn that a witch-hunt is on. Dr. Bonnev

Two elements common in CAE's mentioned by Dr. Oxley in
his article on Riverina in the last Newsletter have been factors
in this situation: the =xistence of an ar*SEth and clumsy
administration, and the pressures qenera_ec by the need -
crce chO differently by dlfie*ent staff - to break down
i disciplinary boundaries and orthodox feacqlng meth
that there are several other factcrs which perhaps
iven adeguate weight by many interested in th

Much is heard of the political orientation of many of the
recently appointed staff, which according to the implication of
a well~read Sydney journalist, takes the form of a "theological
Marxism”, It is difficult to counter accusations based c¢n
biased rumour~mongering, misunderstandings and half~t*uthsn
It is true that perspectives derived from Marxism, togethe
vith others derived from semiology, psychoanaljsis,vrcmln!sm
and structuralism, are shared by many of us in the Facultv.
No doubt there are knee~jerk reactionaries who do find such
rerspectives threatening. But the truth is that they are
also shared by a large number of anthropologists, scociolcgists,
historians, art, music, literary and film critics, political
scientists, philosophers and even linguists who matured in
the sixties. The idea that there is some kind of "line'
derived from Althusser, Kristeva, Lacan, Stuart Hall, Juliet
Mitchell or anyone else is ludicrous. Even more absurd is
the idea that students are expected ta follow any such line,
or are selected on the basis of some supposed proclivity to
accept one.

The core of these allegations 1is petty academic jealousies.
The reason they have become so amplified is that the Faculty
teaches a course in media studies. Whatever one's political
opinions, no one can deny that to teach a course concerned
with media practice which was both academically respectable
and not critical of its subject would be a stupendous feat.
But the last thing that the major employers of media workers
want is workers who are critical. The more penetrating and
prersuasive the criticism - i.e. intellectually "better" - the
"worse" it is from the viewpoint of these interests, which
wield considerable political influence (witness the sabotage
of the Broadcasting Tribunal, and the problems encountered by
media courses at La Trobe and Griffith universities).

In other words, the application of certain concepts {(and
they by no means need be Marxist cones) to - for anthropological
example - Rboriginal ritual, African lineage systems or
Melanesian trading networks, is good for a resplendent crop

i
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of theses, monographs

if you apply the sam
s

techniques, televisi
industry!

hiistory of the cinema

This is not
"right". It is
and vested interests.

It must be admitted that the Faculty split at NSWIT also
has something to do with generational stvles. The group
in trouble are mostly younger, dress dif erently, and more
likely to live in Glebe or Balmain than Wurralurra or Bellevue
Hill, etc. etc.

Most importan e than half of the newly recruited
staff are "bright men”. That most male academics find
it difficult to r + turally to women as intellectual ecuals

be a debatable roil wnatever the case elsewhere, that
has certainly been observable at the NSWIT Humanities Faculty,
and made more obvious by the refusal of the women concerned to
play feminine games.

Lastly, the appalling WO“klﬂO cenditions must be menticned.
We are split bety ¢ c cne an old department store
in a sleazy part of the c1ty whose interior is a windowless
nightmare of decrepit fittings and prefab partitions, and a
grey skyscraper half a mile away widely acknowledged to be an
architectural disaster., Everyone teaches four 3-hour classes
per week. A very large part-time teaching guota entails a high
administrative load. The degree has been expanding r pidly.,
and this has meant more administration for the academic staff,
as well as the preparation and teaching of many new subject
units in a very snhort period of time

The generation gap and the working conditions have played
2 significant part in making everyone in the Facultv a bit

i
insane. But they are not the basic issue. The basic issue
is freedom of information and debate: whether access to
certain ideas critical of our society is to be confined to
a small circle of ivory tower specialists, or permitted to a
wider audience, some of whom might conceivably be able to

ut them to effectual use.

a

I have offered these comments on the understanding that
anthropologists, as academics, and as students of socciety, have
not only a right but a duty to concern themselves with the
relationships between intellectual work on the one hand, and
the patterning of society on the other. I believe that a
real understanding of either can be achieved only through
understanding somethi lationships. There may hbe
nothing else good to say about it, but the struggle at the
NSWIT has at least thrown some light on them.

NSWIT, June 1979

[N
193
o]

I would welcome any further contributions on this
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Margaret Mead. An Aberrant American Anthropologist?

She did not ¢ a t. In her concern
to solve soci hY ng > a sumed scme idea
. of progress or scme unstated ideal of human contentment and

that is in allowing the purposeful solution of particular rationality.

problems to direct research. This will not lead to an

understanding of the total svstem in which man lives. He Some (but not all) ¢ these comments may be

refers to the “"curious twist in the systemic nature of the ) to the discussions among those calling 1i

individual man whereby consciousness is, almost of necessity, today. Few would see the gquestions as as

blinded to the systemic nature of the man himself." to do. But calls for relevance cannot ba

{1872:440) . naive and blundering attempts to insti ia]

: projects. Rather, to guote Therborn a

Mead was widely denigrated for her lack of scientific

rigour. Harris for instance lumped together all forms of anti- ”cigptlfic ﬂf?te'-‘ X?EN§UbSlSE n Sf?ifite
determinism - Mead, of course, included. He says that the Omlat?gga;;”fr They occux ciii
anti-materialist view of hist been consciously encouraged f N “yﬂ%“
by the establishment "those » contributed to the route of therefore, Qilt
the materialists were given “"bs*' nd emolument" (1968:271) political ard
Imputing sinister political, rac: sexist motives to other et
th s is a popular form of gossip, but often the S
1 lmu~01°hip is obscure Tt is hy those we are
wh determinist position should more
so responsible.  One might expect E in man's
freedom would entail greater responsibility, whereas a narrow - }
determinist position could Dﬁ sean to suit the irresponsible Bibliography
capitalist., The aOClc] engineer and the political activist 3 o o . :
must heve some bel in efficacy of their actions. Tt Eateson‘, G.1 1972. steps Towards an Ecology of Mind. Intertext books,
wouid be difficult to retain the fervour to write a speech or London. -
wave a banner with the conv¢ctlo. that cne's actions were Freeman, D. 1970. Human nature and culture, Man and the rew Biology.
"Oly a part cf the inevitable course of history, or that A.N.U. Press, Canberra:50-75.
ne's views were the result of one's class position, _r that . o o o )
hi%tovy had nothing at all to do with reason. In fact I would Mead, M. 1243. oQur educa mon? ew?bams in primitive perspective,
assess read's influence as conservative, not because she was Amer. J. of sociology, 48:6, 633-9.
anti-determinist but because she was only interested in a ; 1964z, Continuities in Cultural Evolution. Yale U.P., New Haven.
class of determinants that, in themselves, are not related to T . . .
radical social change. She ignored questions of power, and . 1964b. Anthropology: A Human Science. Van Nostrand, N.Y.
appeared to deliberately side-step the question of who is o . 1970.  Culture and Ccrmitment. Bodley Head, London.

to implement her recommendations. If one is to have some
influence on social change, surely it is of importance to
determine how power is distributed in the society. As most
people speak of what "they" should do, Mead spoke of what "we"
should do, but failed to explain how. For instance she said
that the isclated nuclear family develcped to Satlu~y the
needs of industry for a vulnerable, biddable work force. She
- B y R ) el - Con.
But inctead of recommending hot we oLy fhe Sommomie cror LETTERS FROM THE FIELD
] e g t we m Y T ystem
that brought this abomination intoc existence she advises
the State Housing Commission (which builds a very small
roportion of houses) on how it can encourage voluntary
extended families by using certain designs. (pers. comm.)
She cites no evidence that people alter family structure in
response to available dwellings.

Therborn, G. 1976. Science, Class and Society. N.L.B., London.

It seems that there is much anthropoloclﬁal experience
lost in personal correspondence which is read only by one or
two people. I have a swall collection of such letters
express a variety of attitudes, problems and observatio
with an immediacy that is inevitably lost in later academ
offerings. I hope to publish these letters, and anycne

Thus Mead advised in terms of unexplained universals o 8. . . soS on
that are not matters of fact but moral imperatives. She states 1nts;entbd in retrieving their personal correspondence and
that: ofLellmg edited versions for such a publication can contact;
G. : glshiw Mitchell College of Advanced Education, Bathurst,
. . .every culture must be scen as a whole with i?s igzi’wiéi'ié dggqﬁigggihtie laogz§i<CZ?Q;QEQNYZiEeVir;étigf
value system as an inextricable component...and in wor; The following is iq‘ey1m e é OnQO;l;d~;: ?;ggi:r ron
that systematic setting every item has positive or the field". b amp - = xiD sAE I irom

negative meaning or value. (1964b:93)
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Doodles of the Quarter

Ever alert for copy, I discovered these doodles on the
table after a seminar paper on opium producers in Thailand
“which I recently delivered at the Australian National University
Clearly the anonymous artists' talents are wasted on .
anthropology! Might this become an occasional section of
?he Newsletter? Please push any doodles you find lying around
in my direction.

EDITOR
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CO-OPERATION
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Something to buy, something to sell
Information to give, information sought?

We will publish any notice you reguire, free to
members.

Write to the Editor, A.
Departnment
University

A.S5. NEWSLETTER,
£ Anthropology,
£ Sydney, N.S.W. 2006.

Photographs and information sought

o
=}

I am anxious ta trace any photograprhs taken in Melanesi
{especially Irian Jaya, Papua New Guinea, New Caledon:z an
during early colonial times dealing with:

hew He

i. terrace, irrigation, drainage cultivation
ii. traditional garden patterns

iii. people gardening

iv. gaxdening implements

If yow have such material, or know of possible sources I might use, please
contact me at the address below. '

I would also like to get in touch with Patrol Officers who worked in the
New Guinea Highlands prior to 1955.

Pawel Goreki,
Dept. Anthropology, University of Sydney,
N.S.¥. 2006. australia
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The Internaticnal Sociolocical Association Conference, Paris

Summer 1980.

The intent of this conference is to bring together those with interests
in comparative, historical and macro-sociological research on education.
The conference will focus on the social origins and operations of
educational svstems.

If you are currently working on any of the following, the committee
wouAd welcome hearing from you, in the form of a brief description of
your work (or simply its title), so that it can gear the sessions to
themes which zre of most interest.

- the history of one (or more) naticnal educational system

~ the politics of education and educatiocnal chance

- & comparison of the workings of different systems in some particular
respect

- cultural tr

- the applic
to educa

mission and the social management of knowledge
on of macro-sociological (or other macroscopic theories)
onal systems.

Pobert Alun Jones,
Dept. Socioclogy,
326 Lincoln Hall,
University of I11i
is

inois,
61801,

Urbana, Iilino
U. 8. &,

CONFERENCES

University,
to

assessnment o©
2A.J. Birch.

ical and sociological studies of Asian
Professor J.A.W. Forge.

D. Current application of traditional Asian medicine;

Dr. A.S. Henderson.

Three public lactures will ] R.H. Bannerman, Programms
Hanager of WEG's ticna dicd roject; Professor A.M. Kleinman
and Pandit Shiv Sharma,

the President of India.

c phy"1c1 n tc
?he deadline for submission of abstracts has expired. For general
information about the conference, contact th erance Secretary,
ICTAM, Dept. of Asian Civilisations, Rust. National University,
P.0. Box 4, Canberra, A.C.T. 2600.
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JOBS
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND - LECTURESHIP, DEPT SOCIOLOGY

Applicants should have a PhD in Sociology and teaching and research experisnce
in the Sociclogy of Deviance together with one other field of interest in
Sociclogy.

Salary range: $15,786 ~ $20,737, per annum
Closing date for applications: 24 August, 1879

Applicants are asked to include in their applications examples of their
publications or other written work, together with course outlines, naming texts
used,; for any courses they have previously taught.

Appointment will be made te the permanent staff but the University rescrves the
right to make these appointments probationary where it considers this appropriate.

Conditions include assistance with travel and removal expe
superannuation is available and assistan in buying or buil
Leave grants are available and credit be granted for e
entitlement.

Applications should include full details of gualifications,
interests and publications and the names and addresses of

should be sent to the Staff Officer.

Applicants in the United Kingdowm, Europe and Ameérica should
applications to the Secretary General, Associaticn of

36 Gordon Sguare, Lendon SCIH OPF, England and send a copy

UniveErsITY OF NeEw SoUTH HALES - LECTURESHIP, SCHOOL OF SOCIOLCSY
Ref 164)

ajions are invited from sultably
sts in the social sciences and

rse are expected in

The course covering four years full-time =tndv includes compulsory subjects
entitled: The Nature of Social Inguiry (taken in the second yeax) and Research
Methods (taken in the third year)}.

The appointee will be requir to teach one of these subjects and have other

Further information from the Head of School, Professor S. Encel

Salary range: $16,291 - $21,401. Commencing salary
according to qualifications and experience

Applications close August 17, 1979. Write to or telephone the Acade
Office (02) 663-0351, P.O. Box 1, Kensingten, N.S.W. 2033 for full infox
about conditions of employment and method of application.
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ABORIGINAL HISTORY

The 2pril issue is now available. 1Its contents are as follows:

Jon C. Altman: The questicn of affluence: Yolngu economy in
northeast Arnhem Land

Don Gardnerx: The Analysis of 'belief' and the avoidance of
ethnocentrism

Alfred Gell: The Umeda language-poem

Rosita R. Henry: The threefold parasol: religion, politics and
ideology in medieval Sxi Lanka

R.M. Smith: Christ, Keysser and culture: Lutheran evangelistic
policy and practice in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea

Strathern: 'It's his affair': a note on the individual
and the group in New Guinea Highlands socicties

Gehan Wij Firewalking and the sceptic

m of Varro

pears each April and October. Manuscripts,
écrlptlous should be addressed to the editors
Dept. Anthropology, Research School of

alian National University, P.O. Box 4

Subscriptions are $4, $6 overseas.

S,

.

CANBERRA ANTHROPOLOGY

Ab mation in the
£is cost-contact

hi ers. Historical
st

linguistic and

tudies of other ethnic
ia, will be welcomed.
aditions and bilograph
iously unpublished
ts, archival and

b&DLlO%fﬂQHlCa

Abcriginal Hi
responsibl

.story 1s administered by an Editorial Board which is
or all unsigned material in the iournal. Views and
e
1

o
’/‘

sed by the authors of signed articles and reviews are
v shared by Board members. The editors invite articles
ation; reviews will be commissioned by the review editor.
Contributioc and subscriptions should be sent to:
The Editoers,
partment of Pacific and S.E. Asian History,
ian National Universit

C.T. 2600

Subscriptions {including surface postage}: Institutions $A10.50.
Personal $A5.5C. Cheques should be made pavable to Aboriginal History,
crossed and markad "Not Negotiable"
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PART I

Jeremy Beckett: George Dutton's country: portrait of an Aboriginal
drover

Diane B

11: For cur families: the Xurundi walk-off and the Ngurrantiji
venture

Henry Reynolds: 'Before the instant of contact': some evidence frem
nincteenth century Queensland
Francesca Merlan: ‘'Making people quiet' in the pastoral north:

ng
reminiscences of Elsey Station

PERT 2

HMyrna Deverall: “ords of the
Victoria, c.1860-1%68

ation of Aborigines in

Kiel CGunson: A missionary
Tcorkul, Moreton Bay
the Reverend K.¥.E

ition from Zion Hill (Nundah) to
in 1842-43: the journal of

Bruce

Some thoughts on the
+
£
is: the language of

b s i
arative history of ’race relations’
d

copy from the
ral and Islan

a :chnigues, organised alphabtt‘ aily
om archaeolagy and grchlves to war and wom
Aboriginal sociecty. It was produced for the A.I.A.S. Aboriginal
e 1
T

to cover everything fr

Oral History Canferenc , but will be an essential tool for
anthropolegy and history students - and for professional workers
in Aboriginal studies.

L]
[
ey
E
"
=
~
Con
)
<
:‘:',?

NALS AND PUBLICATIONS
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3.3.2 itlements

3.3.2.1 Granted acceptance as a member, the annual fee entitles a
person to attend all conferences and general meetings of the
Society, vote in general meetings and postal ballots, and be
a candidate for sny office. It also entitles a person to
receive any newsletters and other documents circulated among
the general membership.

The Annual General Meeting may confer honorary life
membership on any person.

3.3.2.2

3.3.2.3 Such a person will have all the entitlements of a financial
member.

3.3.3 Lapse of financial wembership

3.3.3.1 When & membership fee is six months in arrears the membership of
the persen concerned will be deemed to be terminated.

3.3.3.2{2){4) A person whose membership has been terminated for this
reason may be re-admitted to the Society on payment of
arrears.
- 3.3,3.2(A)41) But such a person will not e liable for fees in respect
of any period of twelve consecutive months spent overseas.

3.3.3.2{B} A person whose membership has been terminated for this
P ¥
reason may join the Society again at any time.

3.3.3.2(C) A person whose membership has been terminated for this
reason may re-apply for membership at any time.

e
L
N

11 o

Expulsica

3.3.4.1 For a just cause the Annual General Meeting mev by a two thirds

@ majority vote to deprive any person of his or her membership of
the Soclety.

4.3.4.2 The Chairman will notify such a person in writing of his or
her expulsion.

3.3.4.3 Any subsequent Annual General Meeting may re-admit an expelled
person to membership of the Society by a two thirds majority
vote should he or she apply for re-instatement.

3.3.4.4 The application for re-instatement of a person who has been
expelled from the Society will identify the person's criginal
sponscrs for membership and will be endorsed by two new sponsors
who are satisfied that the applicant is worthy of re-instatement.

3.3.4.5 Before a vote is taken on whether or not to re-admit an expelled
P
person to membership of the Society the two original sponsors
will be called upon to state -

1) their reasons for sponsoring that person’s originmal
application for membership;
11) whether or not they supported the move for expulsion
and why?
i41) their understanding of the applicant's present
suitability or unsuitability for membership.

4, Officers

4.1

4.2

The officers of the Society will be the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Publications Officer.

Officers will be elected annually and will ordinarily serve for the period
from the Annual General Meeting of their election to the next.

They will be eligible for re-election provided they satisfy the residential
requirements of their office and provided their total period in the one
office does nct exceed three years.

The election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman should be consistent with
clauses 4.4.1.2 and 4.4.1.3 below,

4.4.1 Residential eligibility of officers

4.4.1.1 Only members who reside in the city where the next Annual Conference
and Annual General Meeting are to be held are eligible for election
as Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary.

4.4,1.2 If the Annual Ceneral Meeting should decide upon the site of the
#nnual Conference and Annual General Meeting two years beforehand
it may wish to elect the chairman at that time. The election for
Deputy Chairman will then be conducted on the understanding that
he will also be a future Chairman. At the following Annual Gen
Meeting a motion to ratify his status as Chairman Elect will if
passed tzke the place of the election of Chairman.

ral
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4.4.1.3 The Deputy Chairmen should, if possible, be a resident of the city
where the second Acnual Conference and Annual General Meeting aft
his or her election are to be held.

4.4,2 Casual vacencies

4.4.2,1 Should the office of Chairman
ect as Chairman for the u

4.4.2.2 Should either the Treasur
remaining officer will ac
tern with such assistance a3

4.4.2.3
s tce may

T ithin its powers
ov may leave the office vacant for th i erm.

fficic members of the Executive Committee.

xecuive Committee.

3.3 These will be as repre
locared and of rthe Soc

b There should, 1f nossible, be cne pember ive C
an active part in organizi the most Conference.

5.5 Cormittee members will be e2rve for
the Annual General Meeting of next.

5.6 They will be eligible for re-election provi
members of the Executive Cormittee does not

5.7{A) The Exscutive Committee has power to ¢o—-opt.

5.7(B) The Executive Comrittee may co-opt any member of the Society

1) to £ill any casual vacancy awong ordinary members of the Committee;
41) -to provide a Publications Officer in the event of that office
being vacated in mid-term.

5.8 The Executive Committee may hold mail ballots including referenda on its own
initiative or in respense to a signed petiticn from any ten members.

5.8 The Executive Committea may form sub-committess.

5.10  The Executive Committee may approve the formation of regional or specialist
branches of the Sociery.

5.11 The Executive Committee may on a two thirds mzjority vote zuthorise the C
to represent the Society on any issue affec g the attai nt of its

6.1 The Annual General Meeting will be held i{n conjunction with the Annual
Conference.

“6.2 The Executive Committee may convene or approve additional meetings.

6.3 A quorum for any general meeting will be 25.

6.4 Newly elecred officers and Committee members will take office at the close

of the Annual General Meeting.

Constitutional change

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.5
7.6

Members may amend the Society's Constitution provided that two thirds of the
votes cast are in favour and no fewer than 25 members vete.

Amcndments may be proposed by the Executive Committee or by any ten members

of the Society.

to reach them at

@« considering ¢

Proposed amendments will be circulated o all o
least ten days before any Annual General Meeti

em.

When a constitutional change is to be decided by postal ballot the Committee
will allow at least 30 days for the return of ballots.

An amendment will go into effect fmmediately upon approval.

Where days are specified in this Constitution they vefer to days when full
postal services are operating. .






