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AUDITOR'S REPORT‘TO MEMBERS OF

AVUDL LUK o I A e e

AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

AU IRALLLAN L3N LA L A A T e e

We have examined the ©books and records of Australian
Anthropological Society for the period 1st May, 1989 to 30th
June, 1990. In our opinion the Balance Sheet, Trading and
Profit and Loss Statements are drawn up SO as to give a true
and fair view of the state of the affairs of the Society at
joth June, 1990 and the results of the society for the year
ended on that date, according to best of our information and
the explanations given to us and as shown by the books of the
Society.

Auditor.
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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD
1 MAY 1989 TO 30 JUNE 1990

RECEIPTS
Membership Fees $3,870.00
Newsletter Subscriptions 98.77
Conference Receipts
— sponsorship 50.00
~ registration fees 1,713.00
- dinner 1,174.00
- accommodation 1,008.00
' 3,945.00
Interest Received 413.06
Miscellaneous Credit 10.30
8,337.13
LESS EXPENSES
Bank Charges 39.97
Newsletter Printing 561.82
Postage 650.54
Stationary : 20.97
Auditor's Fee 560.00
Wages 200.00
Conference Costs
- wages 755.10
- printing 349.50
~ stationary 51.33
-~ catering 748.00
- dinner 883.50
~ accommodation 156.00
- room hire 588.00
- refunds 180.00
3,711.43
Insurance 298.75
6,043,48
NET SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR $2,293.65

N.B. The Society's financial year previously ran from 1 May to
30 April. This year it has been extended to 30 June to bring
it into line with the Society's membership subscription year.
Henceforth, the Society's financial year will run from 1 July fo
3(. June.
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AUSTRALTAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 1990

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

Balance at beginning of year ' $7,128.11
Surplus for the year 2:293.65
$9,421.76

Represented by

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at Bank $9,421.76

SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR 1/5/89 TO 30/6/90

Balance at 1/5/89 $7128.11
Receipts during year $8337.04
Expenses during year 6043.,48
Net Surplus for Year 2293.56
Represented by Current Assets, Cash at Bank $9421.67

N.B. In accordance with the suggestion made at the 1989 Annual General
Meeting, the financial year has been extended to 30/6/90 to bring
it into line with the subscription year. Henceforth, the
Society's financial year will run from 1lst July to 30th June.

The Society's accounts for the past year are yet to be formally
audited.

L. Satterthwait
Hon. Treasurer
7 July 1990
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Abstracts of Papers Given at the Annual Conference

Making Culture: the Case of ‘The Teaching Stones of the Outcast Tribe’
John E. Stanton - University of Western Australia

The recent publication of a lavish book and accompanying video film, “The teaching Stones of the Outcast Tribe’
(author unstated) raises important questions about the strong element of creativity associated with such material.
which has no known cultural antecedent in Aboriginal Australia. Technological and stylistic inconsistencies
associated with the materials portrayed in this book/filmrequire a considered response based, in part, on personal
perceptions of context in which this publication took place, together with a discussion of excerpts frommy earlie
film recording in contrast with the published video.

The Social Construction of Ambivalent Reality: Dissecting Cadavers
Oryah S. Lewis

P

. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK; SUPPOSITIONS
1.1 Presentation of Problems
How do those involved in the situation of a dissecting room perceive the status of cadaver, and how

do they react to the cadaver ?

3

. METODOLOGY
2.1 Rationale

2.2 Period

3. THE FIELD
3.1 Place
3.2 Population

[

. THE REALITY OF THE DISSECTING ROOM:

OBJECTIVE REALITY VERSUS SUBJECTIVE REALITY.

4.1 Dissection from a cultural perspective.

42 “Objects” - The instituational dimension.
4.2.1 Procedures accompanying the cadaver until it reaches the dissecting table.
4.2.2 Formal procedures and objectives of the role of the student in dissection.
4.2.3 Ecology of the dissection room.
4.2.4 Daily procedures: The resources available to those using the dissection room, in fulfilling the

formal objectives.

43 “Human Essence” - The subjective dimension.
4.3.1 Social types of corpses.
4.3.2 Perceptions of the situation of those using the dissection room.
4.3.2.1*Perceptions of the quality of the situation:

*Perceptions of the cadaver as an object which suffers physically.
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*Perceptions of the cadaver as an object capable of feeling.

*Perceptions of the cadaver as an object capable of thinking and criticising.

*Perceptions of the cadaver as an object capable of sensing (seeing).

*Perceptions of the cadaver as an object which responds to its surroundings.
4.3.2.2 Perceptionsregarding the consequences

5. DISSCUSSION: Ambivalence as the pole around which the reality of the dissecting room is constructed.
6. EXPRESSIONS OF ANBIVALENCETOWARD THE STATUS OF THE CADAVER

6.1 Exposure versus cover-up.

6.2 Body parts (Preparates) versus the cadaver as a whole

Child Labour, Compulsory Education and the Relation Between Public and Private Spheres in South
Australia
Bert Wigman - Discipline of Anthropology, University of Adelaide

The paper examines the impact of compulsory education on the culture of childhood familialism in South
Australia. I argue that the introduction of compulsory education in 1875, and its consolidation in the period up
t0 191, effected a transformation from an economic to a social definition of parent/child relations. This shiftis
analysed in terms of changing relations between public and private spheres. I argue that state intervention in
education, rather than undermining the autonomy of the family as is often suggested, helped to establish and
propagate a particular definition of the private domestic sphere based on the educative duties of parents towards
their children. This transformation was vital in creating the pattern of familialism characteristic of twentieth
century South Australia, and its ramifications extend right down to the present day.

Living with HIV: Resi iti ]
Andrea M. Whittaker
C/- Tropical Health Program
University of Queensland Medical School
Herston Road Herston
Brisbane QLD. 4006
Australia

Efforts to destigmatise and demedicalise AIDS by a group of people with HIV are examined. They articulate
a counter-discourse which inverts the symbols, metaphors and power relations implicit in the present construc-
tion of AIDS. This counter-discourse inverts the very basis of the stigma of AIDS by confronting the metaphors
which constructit as a hopeless disease, and appropriating alternate means of conceptualising HIV infection from
the alternate health movement and “New Age” philosophy. Their explanatory model permits the possibility of
the positive person actively intervening in the disease process, which they do by educating themselves about new
treatments, exploring alternate therapies, protesting for more research. by doing so they subvert the domination
of the medical profession over the control and management of HIV infection and assert their voice, their authority
to speak about AIDS.
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h he ¢ n »andi
Dr Robert Pokrant
School of Social Sciences
Curtin University of Technology
GPO Box U1987
Perth WA 6001

The concept of “informal economy” was introduced and developed to help understand the apparently growing
unemployment in third world cities brought about by the failures of the development strate gies of the 1950’s and
1960’s. In directing attention to what were then the neglected areas of economic activity it served a useful
sensitising but largely pre-theoretical function. Work done since has shown the concept to be too all-embracing,
vague, misleading and theoretically free-floating to play any precise analyticalrole. However, theissues to whick
the concept was directed remain of central concern. In this paper four separate but interrelated literatures using
some version of “informal economy” are identified: informal economy and development in the third world,
underground work and industrial restructuring in advanced capitalist economies, the “second economy’ and state
planning in state socialist societies, and the role of informal practices within formally constituted organisations.
The first two literatures are examined and evaluated with the bulk of the paper concentrating on two lines of
inquiry within the advanced capitalist literature: underground work and its relationship to the debates on the
emergence of new production regimes, and the relationship between informal work, unemployment and social
inequality.

With regard to the first line of inquiry, the causes of the rise of underground work in advanced capitalist econo-
mies are discussed with particular reference to social structural variations between different societies as key
elements in any explanation of why one society has A larger or smaller “underground economy’’ than another.
Recent work on the Italian economy where underground work thrives is examined and a proposal put forward
to test the “social structural variation” thesis through a study of Sweden where it might be expected that
opportunities for underground work are not so great. '

The second line of inquiry concerns the question of whether the formally unemployed can ameliorate thelr
poverty through informal work. Current literature is reviewed and it is tentatively concluded that access to
informal sources of work reinforce existing patterns of social inequality rather than ameliorate them. In so fai
as unemployment runs in families and hoouseholds, the issue of a growing “‘underclass” in western societies is
raised and some of the difficulties associated with the concept discussed briefly. The paper concludes with a
proposal to examine the link between access toinformal work and formal earning opportunities, increasing social
polarisation, and the growth of underclass in the City of Freemantle, Western Australia. The proposed researct

will provide an Australian contribution to what so far has been a predominantly European and American debate
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Requiem For RSI; The Explanation and Control of an Occupational Epidemic

Janice and Lyn Reynolds

The emergence of a “critical medical anthropology” offers a perspective which can complement and enrich the
explanatory model (EM) approach, particularly in the case of illnesses which are polysemic and political and
economic implications. Repetition Strain Injury, an occupational illness which became epidemic in Australian
industry in the early 1980’s, became the focus of multipule and disparate biomedical EM’s. We argue that the
biomedical debates about the etiology of RSI can be understood in terms of the ideological role of medicine in
reducing RSI to a physiological phenomenon, individualising the problem, disenfranchising (or blaming) the
injured worker, and deflecting attention from those structural conflicts endemic in the workplace ( and

exacerbated by economic stringencies) which fostered injury, pain and disability.

Disturbed Research: Researching Disturbance
Sarah Dunlop
This paper is based on research conducted for the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress on the problems of
disturbed behaviour in Aboriginal communities in Central Australia. The paper discusses some of the issues
involved in carrying out research which is supposed to be ‘culturally appropriate’, directly accountable to the
research ‘subjects’ (or at least their representative organisations), and which is also supposed to come up with
solutions to a host of pressing problems.

The Political Economy of Aboriginal Health
Sherry Saggers - Western Australian College of Advanced Education
Dennis Gray - The University of Western Australia

Political economy approaches to health have been described as being “too economic, too materialistic, and not
enough about ‘real people doing real things™ (Ortner 1984: 161-162). While we agree wi,th Ortner that
understanding the hidden injuries of Aboriginal poverty and ill-health requires analysis at the local and
community level, we also believe that determining causes and finding solutions requires a stringent analysis of
the economic and political structures within which Aborigines must operate. The tension between these two
levels of analysis, that of structure and agency, is at the centre of the theoretical debate about the usefulness of
a political economy approach to health.

In this paper, we examine the theoretical foundations of political economy and its application to health and we
apply the theories and concepts which have been developed largely in the context of world capitalism and its
impact on the third world, to Aboriginal health. While most of the macrotheoretical literature derives from the
United States and Britain, there have been Australian analyses which have more or less explicitly adopted the
aspects of political economy approach to health. Whether the issue is the continuation of traditional Aboriginal

medicine, the health consequences of European contacton Aborigines or the organisation of health care delivery
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to Aborigines, we believe that political and economic structures within and outside of Australia have largely
constrained the efforts of Aborigines and others to improve their health status.

Fundamental to this analysis is the recognition of the non-biological, economic and social causation of most
disease and the fact that the provision of health services (or medicine) is a secondary concern. However, the
organisation of contemporary western medicine mirrors the economic and social inequalities evident in society
at large, whether one focuses on the hierarchy of medical bureaucracies, sexual division of medical labour, o1
the appropriation and restriction of valued medical knowledge and techniques by a privileged few. Thus while
health systems are designed to help alleviate health inequalities, they in fact maintain them.

New Book

i ralian Sci

The time is ripe for a collective book on ‘Women in Science in Australia’. Our plan is to gather together lively
and well-written short biographies of women who have been conspicuous contributors to science in Australia
and those, less well known who need to be retrieved, who have participated in Australian scientific life,

distinctively or representatively, across the past two hundred years.

We would welcome your help in identifying these women and ensuring that we have cast the widest net.
Inclusions will cover early illustrators and collectors, honorary members of Colonial scientific societies,
notable secondary and tertiary teachers, women who were important- though often publicly unrecognised,
assistants of scientific or inventive husbands, and the rising regiment of women who have played pioneering
roles in 20th century science and technology in every state. |

Nominations, and if possible, a suggested contributor to write the ‘biography’ should be sent to either of the
undersigned and will be carefully acknowledged. ‘Science’ covers pure and applied science and its develop-
ment, technology, health, horticulture, and art in science. In general, those included will no longer be alive,

though exceptions will be made for major elder figures in their field.

The book, which will draw on the assistance of Wisenet (Women in Science Enquiry Network) will, we believe
constitute an important social history in tracing the accomplishment and struggles, and the character and context
of women in the two centuries of Australian science

Ann Moyal

8/12 Kareela Road
Cremorne NSW 2090
Tel. no. (02) 953-8982
Elizabeth Newland

26 George Street
Yowie Bay NSW 2228
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Aboriginal Land Mangement Committee

At the 1990 Annual General Meeting of the Society, time was allocated for the
assembled members to discuss the recently presented paper of Dr Andrew White.
Dr White, a geologist, gave a paper to a conference earlier this year in which he
expounded on his views with regard to negotiating with Aboriginal groups for
exploration and mining rights. Those assembled, having had time to read and
digest Dr White's paper, were generally of the opinion that the Society needed, in
some way, to respond to the views expressed in the paper. The paper is
reproduced in this newsletter for those who have not yet read it.

A motion was passed establishing a committee composed of myself, Nancy
Williams and Paul Memmot to investigate ways in which the Society might
contribute to an improved process in which Aboriginal interests in land and land
use are considered and dealt with in the land development process. The
Committee has met on one occasion since the AGM and has decided on a number
of courses of action in these early days of its operation.

The first of these was to use the Newsletter as a forum for promoting discussion
and disseminating information amongst society members. Any person wishing to
raise a matter with the committee, or contribute to its work can do so by contacting
me on the numbers below. The Committee has further decided to apply for funding
for a series of small research projects, the results of which are intended for use by
Abcriginal communities and organisations. It was suggested that the first of these
might be centre on the impact assessment process, compiling a list and an
interpretive document for the use of Aboriginal communities and groups.

Marcus Lane

Division of Australian Environmental Studies
Griffith University

Nathan, Q4111.

Telephone: 07 875 7107

Fax: 07 875 7459
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A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO ABORIGINAL NEGOTIATIONS

AH WHITE!?

INTRODUCTION

Dealing with Aboriginals and various others purport-
ing to represent them has bacome part and parcsi of
exploration and mining in Australia, whereas 20 vears
ago itwas not. The author has been involved in dealings
with Aboriginal groups over this period. The following
paper is a summary of the social background to such
daalings and a compendium of rules for the newcomer
to this aspect of the resource industry,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Acknowledgement is gratefully made to Colin
Gatehouss of the South Australian Department of Mines
and Energy, John Moriarty, Jos McDonald, Tommy
Crek, and Tim Savo amongst many others for patisnt
instruction of the author.

THE PLAYERS

There is a myriad of players in this game:

the miners, oil companies and explorsrs

AlOnginals and Islanders ranging from traditional to
definitely non traditional :

Governments - Federal and State

poiiticians of all colours
white advisers including: ecclesiastics, social
workers, lawyers, administrators, anthropologists,
archasologists, health workers, do gooders, town
planners, architects and gresnies

church organisations

foreign polttical interests

-

. THE ISSUES
Likewise, therse is a large number of issues at stake
cultural issues
social issues
iand use and resource ownership
money ‘
power
ideolngy and politics

B.Sc.(Hons) Ph:D.

2. Director, W.H. Bryan
Mining Geology Research Unit
Ospantment of Geology and Mineralegy
The University of Queensland, Australia, 4072,

EARLY HISTORY OF THE ABORIGINAL
COLONISATION OF AUSTRALIA

it is certain that Aborigines were in Australia as long
ago as 40,000 years B.P., and recsnt work confirms the
author's suspicion that they were hers as long ago as.
100,000 years B.P. Their amival is possibly related to a
drastic change in the flora of Australia due to persistent
buming of the vine scrub and rain forest which charac-
terised the eastern half of the country beafore then. This
persistent burning resuited in the pradominance of
species adapted to regular burning - the acacias, grevil-
leas sucalypts and xanthorrhoeacseas for exampls.

Stone implemants used up until about 30,000 years
B P. areidentical in style "o implements found in Asia and
called sarly pre Neoiithic by archasologists. Implements
changed in style about 31),000 ysars ago and it is highly
likely that this reflects a second migration into Australia.
The first immigrants sesm to have beon driven into
Tasmania and the remaant rain forests of far north
Quesnsland around Cairns and Tully, where the style of
implement remained unchanged.

It would be exceedingly difficutt to put a tims frame
on the rate of colonisaton of Australia by Aborigines
bscause it tock place so long ago. it can only be inferred
from an early Portugussea study of indian migrations in
the new colony of .Brazil. Indian tribss fleeing the in-
fluence of the newly amived white man were found to
have migrated from the coast to the western bordsr
areas of Brazil within a gsneration. {t is probable that
Abonginal immigrants movsd across the Australian con-
tinent within a very shert ime. They would have found
the going much easier than tcday as the continent had

-a much wetter climate both 100,000 and 40,000 years

ago.

With the onset of drier conditions the Aborigines
adapted to the new climate and esssenially bred to the
capacity of the land while remaining hunter gatherers.
The strength and uftimate downtall of their cuiture was
the ability to pass from one gensration to the next a
complex social and survival system that remained un-
changed for tens cf thousands of years. Their cufture
was maihtained thus without the assistancs of the written
word, :
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ABORIGINAL CUSTOMS, PERCEPTIONS,
POLITICS AND AMBITIONS

The following is a summary of the author’s observa-
tion over the ysars and is not a leamed study resutting
from formal training in anthropology. No doubt it will
therefore be hotly contested by professional
anthropologists, and the reader will have to decide who
makss more sensse.

raditional social sructure: The most cohesive so-
cial unit in Aboriginal cufture. is the extended family,
several of which will group togetherinclans. Thereis aiso
an equally strong bonding through totems. Numbers of
clans form rather loose groupings or tribes. Families
hunted together as clans and generally only got together
as tribes for special purposes, such as seasonal hunts,
corroborees which required input from. a large range of
totems to render a ritual complets, or ritual fighting.

There is no leadership structure in traditional
Aboriginal society, only responsibilities for totems in
which eiders achieve respoct and authority by virtue of
long experience in totemic lore. Traditional Aboriginal
society is in fact the most egalitarian of cultures in which
every member has a role to play which is equally impor-
tant to the whole.

There are complicated kinship responsibilities, for
example father/mother roles may be taken by totem
members rather than by bioclogical parents. There are
also kinship taboos which make a lot of sense. For
example a father in law and son in law or mother in law
and daughter in law may not communicate and virtually
ceass to exist as far as each other is concemed. The
author is not familiar with the majority of these taboos but
in dealing with traditional Aboriginals itis as well to know
they exist since they may make it awkward for group
negotiations.

The various totems play roles in the totality of
Aboriginal life. The totems are animist and intsrtwine
around legends from the dreamtime. Linking all the
dreamtime legends together is the Rainbow Serpent
storyftotem. The closest to a leadership role in white
man's way of sesing things is taken by the Rainbow
Serpent man, whose role is to link the other totems
together to make a whole by way of ritual. The Rainbow
Sement man may also be the tribal or clan shaman or
witch doctor.

The custom of not delegating authority makes it very
difficult for Aboriginals to deal with whits men.-Westermn
society is used to representation by leaders whose

leadarship role derives from delegation of authority or

superior physical or mental strength. The imposition of
representation by leaders on the Arnhem Land
Aborigines by the Northem Territory Land Rights Act for
example forced these people into a whole new "ball
game”.

Quite commonly Aboriginal groups put up half castes
as leaders - people with a foot in sach camp as it wers,

but this has not changed the custom. White negotiators :

tend to overlook the fact that in Aboriginal socisty
everyone is entitied to their say, and even elected leaders
to not have the authority to speak for everyona in

Aboriginal law. - -- -

Aboriginals and their relationship to Eand Totam
ritual and every day life for a traditional Aboriginal are an
integral thing. This inseparable relationship of the two is
intricately bound up with land features which figure inthe

_legends and with sites, Thers is no such thing as "land’

ownership® in traditional Aboriginal cufture - the relation-
ship is rather one of responsibility for land which forms
part of a totem story. The best description of the relation-
ship between traditional Abongmal and land seems to be
that of custodianship.

Land areas relating to totems commonty overiap and
it seems there are no clear cut land boundaries, except
perhaps ‘or tribal boundaries which usually were in dis-
pute anyway.

The "bleeding heart" nonsense about Aboriginal care
of the land is just that. In fact the traditional Aborigine
routinely and ritually sacked and bumned the land to the
limit of Nature to regenerate, by buming and hurting.

The Aboriginal kept within the natural limit because his
existence depended on it totally in the "no innovation”
culture he lived in. It seems that young turks who would
innovate were discouraged from doing so with ruthless
savagery by elders because innovation was seen as
interfaring with the balance of life, The more extrems
white advocates of Aboriginal culture urge a retum to this
situation, where man takes no responsibility for his exist-
snca by means of creative human endeavour.

Sites. sacred sites and legends: In the widest sense
all the land is a desirable but not indispensabie integral
to the totality of Aboriginal life, but not all the land is
essential to the continuity of the dreamtime stories. The
stories and life can go on except if some key areas ars
inaccessible or desecrated. This distinction is not mads
by extremist landrights advocates.

It ssams to be a trait of mankind to leave litter behind.
Aboriginals roamed the whole continent and the
evidencea of their passing is everywhere in the form of
stone artefacts - axeheads, spear and digging stock
heads, scrapers and knives, grinding stones, and oc-
casionally artefacts used in ritual cersmonies. Stone
quarries are common, as are kitchen middens and trees
with bark removed for canoes, shields or dillies.

The nommal, everyday litter of artsfacts is mersly
evidence of Aboriginal presence some time in the past.
Howsver, itis important to realise that itis a common and
charlatan claim of landrighters that this everyday litter
detines sacred ground. The so called sacred sites at the
Porttand smelter site were in fact kitchen middens com-

24



25

posed of centuries of "kitchen scraps® and no more
sacred than the local town dumn,

Sacred sites are those with particular ritual or totemic
significance. They are usually prepared bora grounds,
burial grounds (the only two instances the author knows
ot Aboriginal interference with the iand other than digging
for food and buming), or some topographic feature
related to a dreamtime stoiy. The distance away from
these sites where it would not matter what changes were
made has the same sort of dimension we would put'on
limits to European sacred sites.

Quite cften thers is a covenant on custodianship of
sites whereby the custodians may not under penaity of
death reveal the location of sites to those notinitiated to
the lore of the sites. Death may be imposed by other
initiates or by the spirts. Unwitting trespass on such sites
is also considered fatal. Custodians in most instances
and provided sufficient trust has been established, will
reveal in confidence the existence or location of such
sites to white man if the sites are threatened. The key
words are trust and confidentiality.

HISTORY OF RELATIONS WITH WHITE MAN

The history of white man's relations with and impact
on Aborigines is appalling to contemplate. Not all of the
disaster is the result of malicious intent - a good deal is
the result of ignorancs, fate and misfortune and is mir-
rored in all other instancss the author has studies of
contact between people living a Neolithic culture and
pecple with iron age and later culture. [t has lead the
author to spaculate on how present society would fare it
it was visited by people from another planst with a more
sophisticated cufture. The conclusion is that visitaticn
from outer spacs would be highty undesirable.

Virtually everything white man has knowingly or un-
wittingly introduced to this continent has impacted ad-
versely on Aboriginal society. The following is a very brief
chronicle of this tragedy.

The first catastrophe was the introduction of white
man's diseasss. Measles and small pox decimated the
Aboriginal population which, within four dscades of the
first white settlers’ arrival, had fallen by a third. In 1832
Mitchell recorded camp after camp along the Darling
River being deserisd and tribes wiped out by smallpox,
from which the few Aborigines left were still suffering. Any
society which loses a third of its number in such a short
time is in desperate trouble, as witness the effects of the
plaguss in Europe in the second millennium.

As white man moved out over the land a fairly sys-
tematic campaign of extermination by murder and dis-
placement was carried out. Those displaced by white
settiers had nowhers to go - trespass on the neighbour-
ing tribes’ land usually meant death. The Aborigines
rarsly acted in concert against the white invader since
such cooperation was totalty foreign to their system.
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Those that survived diseass, displacement and mur-
der were confounded with something else - alcohol. With
nothing liks alcohol previously in their diet, the
Aboriginals never stood a chance against the demon
grog. Alcohol-induced family breakdown became the
norm.

Just in case vastiges of cuitural cohesion remained,
by the late 1800's the churches had moved in with. a
fiendish schema whereby children wers taken away from
their parents whether the parents were drunk or not. it
was assumed that Aboriginal parental influence was bad
and the church missions were bast fitted to bring the
children up to be good Christian souls.

The rabbit turned large areas of land inte desert and
pastoralists denied Aboriginals access 10 tradtional
lands. The practise of setting up missions was estab-
lished thus exacerbating social disruption. Starving
Aborigines maved voluntarily to the missions to get food
and in the process clans who otherwise would have
cheertully killed each other wers forced to live togsther.
Social taboos broke down and strict breeding mores
were disrupted not least by white man.

Now that Aboriginal cultural was really on the ropss,
the pressure was maintained and by earty federation
laws were passed in the name of protection restricting
the freedom and rights of association of Aborigines.

The society-destroying maslstrom of diseasse, al-
cohol, deliberate family splitting, displacement, murder
and legal and social discrimination was kept up anditis
only inthe last 15 years thatany signiticant changes have
been made. The wondsr is that the Abcrigines survived

nt All
<Al Qi

OBSERVATIONS ON THE PECULIAR FEATURES
OF THE PRESENT SCENE AND EVENTS OF THE
LAST 2 DECADES

Paternalism /

The great majority of Australian Aborigines are not
sophisticated in the ways of big business, and if they
have any contact with big business it is mostly at the
employee level. Evenlongtermemployees atreasonable
levels would have not much idea of how capital works,
which is also absolutely true of the averags “white”
Australian employes. This can be blamed on s "them
and us* shibboleths and ethic which still infest the
Australian workforce, and equally on the continued
tailure of management and owners to communicate ef-
tectively with their employees.

One of the evils which has besst the Aboriginal is
paternalism, perpetrated by Government, churches and
concemed whites. This patemalism was on one hand
imposad to protect the Aboriginal from the evils of white
society, including capitalism, big business, miners and
other bogeyrnen. On the other hand it sffectively
prevented Aboriginals (most of them anyway) frem gain-
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ing hands on experience of the svils and how to cope
wilh them. By and largse, as in any instance of denial of
vice to humans, this "protection® didn't protect them.
Paternalism permeates every facet of dealing with
Aboriginals. It is totally frustrating trying to set up a

situation where they are able to make a well informed.

decision by themselves, of their own free will. There is a
panoply of outside influences.

The ublquitous community advisers

In every dealing the author has had with Aboriginals
acommunity adviser has materialised. Thess individuals
sometimes have legal, social science or quasi legal
qualifications. They invariably seek to act as the mouth-
piece for a community, and base their actions on pater-
nalistic "protection of the community”, They surface inthe
media as "spokesperson for the X community”.

Advisers tend to have a no-development, anti mining,
pro "greenie” set of attitudes. They are commonly articu-
late, media-wise, committed and stnart enough not to go
too far in misrepresenting the collective wishes of the
community they purport to represiant in case they loss
their job. They are invariably funded in some way by the
Federal Government. They form a cadre (is this the
appropriate description?) of "advisers™ which could be
working in concert and constant communication for an
agenda which has not been spelt out to the public, black
or white.

Would-be negotiators should be acutely aware of
their presence in any dealings with Aboriginals. The
patemnalism they seek to perpetuate in Aboriginal com-
munities may not be in the Aboriginals' interest.

The Shambles of Federal Government "Good In-
fentions"

Ever since Whitlam came to power, the Federal
Government has funded Australian Aboriginals to the
tune of $150,000 or more per Aboriginal man, woman
and child per year. The funding was mads with the most
honorable of intentions and the goodwili of the general
populace. However, this flood of funding has notresultted
in much visible improvement in Aboriginal health, hous-
ing, education or standard of living. The Aboriginals who
"make 1" in white man's world still get there largely by
their own determination.

Most of the funding has gone instead into the pockets
of the white bureaucrats, advisers and lawyers and.for
all kinds of weird wasteful nonsense. The funding that
reached the Aborigines often found its way to the pock-
ets of those who sall or make aicohol. It also has created
a cargo cuft. Of course, thers are isolated instances cf
faederal funding being used wisely and effectively but
those examples are desperatsly faw.

Federal funding for Aboriginals is mostly a scandal. It
the media was really intent on doing its job instead of

working for sensation it might have tcppled a few govemn-

ments and done some good for tho Abongmes by oX-

posing the scam.’

The A.C.T.U.'s successful campaign to gain equal.

wages for Aborigines resufted in the loss of jobs for many
of those employed, with an accompanying loss of self
esteem. The good intention took no notice of the tradi-

tional need to "go walkabout® or of the totemic respon-

sibilities, which made a 5 or 8 day working week, with a
couple of weeks leave a ysar, lmpossmle to cope with.

Ab_gﬂgmnj_p_p_mjg; and the "no tan popplos

syndromo" :

- Aboriginal politics is played as hard and enthusiasti-
cally as any. One of the unfortunate effects is thatno one
works harder at bringing down a tall poppy in Aborginal
politics than the next Aboriginal. This has a strong bear-
ing in negotiations - the Aboriginals with political position
will have a mob of blacks working against them and the
negotiator is confronted yset again with no delegated
leadership, and no true spokesman with authority and
power.

al Gra a

One group which is a major benseficiary of the Federal
Aboriginal funding is the legal profession. The lawyers
have won a fortune from negaotiations between Aboriginal
communities and miners and from various enquiries and
royal commissions. On the other hand they have made
enormous sefforts at proper legal representation for a part
of our society which has a disproportionate shars of
social crime and offences. The community must ask,
howsever, whether the legal repressntation of Aboriginals
has gone too far, ‘

The lrrespongible Medla :

The squeaky wheel gets the media’s oil. The
country's leading school of joumalism specialises in
training in "social issues”, not writing and investigation.
As a resuit of this soft option training regime, the media

-in its coverage of. Aboriginal affairs is played like an

orchestra by the supreme conductors, the "advisers“‘.
The other side of the story is pever represented.
Whingers get the longest interview, the Aboriginal
mechanic supporting a famity of 5 kids, holding & tough
honest job and coping with the discrimination, is pever
seen or heard, praised or consulted. The neat, well cared
for houses with nice gardens in an Aboriginal settlement
are neyer seen on TV - only the most shameful shanties
at the bottom end of town make it to the screen. In
Aboriginal affairs, the med:a is b«a.sed stupid and ill
informed.
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‘Miners on the front line

Mining and oil companies are on the frontier of
developing relationships with Aboriginal communities.
The miners' thirst for access to land combined with
Nature's caprice in locating mineral resources in remote
parts of this country where Aboriginals predominats,
ensure the relationship. Miners thersfors are the
pioneers of methods in accommodating Aboriginal cul-
ture, sites, society and social ills, since all previous
attempts by churches, governments and, 1o a cartain
extent, pastoralists, have failed.

Miners seek to negotiate one thing with Aborigines:
the right of access to land to explore for and mine
minerals or oil, {*r a profit high enough to be worth the
risk. This negotiating goal is easily framed in commercial
terms: make the price too high, the delays and uncer-
tainties 100 great and the miner is not interssted in any
further negotiation. The land for which access is thus
denied is sterilised from the resource potential of the
nation until some time in the future when commercial
reason might prevail.

Leglslation

Legislation dealing with land. ownership and
Adarginal heritage issues exists in all states, and there
Is considerable variation. These laws present a legal
framework which imposes varying degrees of order or
frustration on the negotiation between miner and
Aboriginal. The would-be negotiator has to be wall
versed in the landrights and heritage acts of the stats in
Which negodations as to take placa.

Sone Golden Rules

It legislation permits and the goal is truly worth
negotiating, it Is in the miner's best interest to stay with
the following rules:

1) Decide what is the commercial and social bottom line
as the basis for any proposals. :

2) Find out who the tradftional owners are by persistent
snquiry of community members, double checking all
the time. When they are identified DEAL DIRECTLY
WITH THEM. AVOID ANTHROPOLOGISTS - they
dance to a different drummer. Consutt with traditional
owners on sites, culture, and social issuss.

3) Nominate an honest non-racist employee of high
standing to be the chief negotiator and see to it that
that person always does the dealing. Do not send
ditferent negotiators to meetings. Establish a con-
stant company identity in one person for the
Aboriginals.

4) Establish a hot line system betwsen the negotiator
and company decision makars and back the
negotiator with counsel from the company’s smartsst
human, commercial and political strategists.
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5) Allow the negotiator time to build personal one-on-
one relaticnships with the traditional owners.,

6) Back the negotiator with educational trips for tradi-
tional owners, artists tmpressuons films, videos, .
brochures, stc. )

7) Never send a negotiator with the faintest tracs of racxal

prejuclice. The Aborigines will have the measure of - -

such a person in an instant and the negot]a'oon WIH
get nowhers, .

8) Have the negotiator haxse constam’ry with State
Government bursaucrats and politicians, In the
author's experience they are mostly pragmatic, level
headed and even handed. Try and aveoid Federal
govemment officials like the plague - in the words of
a well known Minister of finance, they live with the
fairies down at the bottom of the garden.

8) Do whatever is teasible to by-pass the community
advisers. Uss them but don't fall into the trap of
dealing with them because they speak English and
understand what the negotiator is talking about.

10) Back the negotiator with top quality, hard nosed
isgal advice to combat the ruthless legal opposition
1o your proposals,

11) Have patience and persistance

In the end, the negotiator's lawyers will sign a deal
with the Aboriginals’ lawyers. The aim should be 10 have
that deal drafted to accuratsly reflect the mutually agreed
desires of the traditional ownsrs and the miners, not the
views of any third party.
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Notices

For Your Information

Nov 14-16, 1990 Bureau of Immigration Research, National Immigration Outlook Conference. Theme: The
economic and social consequences of immigration to Australia. The conference will be held at the
World Congress Centre in Melbourne. Contact: GPO Box 1469N, Melbourne Vic. 3001. Ph. (03)
6901180

Dec 6-8,1990 Cultural Studies Association, Inaugural Conference. Theme: Australia: Positions and Practices.
Venue: University of Western Sydney, Nepean. Contact: Deborah Chambers, School of Humanities
and Applied Social Sciences, UWS, Nepean, PO Box 10 Kingswood NSW 2750 Ph. (047) 360222.

Mar 13-17,1991 Society for Applied Anthropology, 50th Annual Conference. Theme: “Building Knowledge
and Theory in Contexts of Action.” Deadline for proposals October 31, 1990. Contact STAA, PO Box
24083, Oklahoma City, Ok 73124.

Nov 4-8, 1991 Heritage Interpretation International, 3rd. Global Conference. Title: “Joining Hands for
Quality Tourism: Interpretation, Preservation and the Travel Industry”. To be held in Honolulu with
conference sub-themes including 1) preserving cultures and environments, 2) interpreting across
cultures, 3) interpreting communities, 4) guided travel experiences, 5)applying appropriate techniques,
and 6) building partnerships. Contact: Gabe Cherem, Dept. of Geography and Geology, East Michigan
University, Ypsilanti, MI 48197, USA.

Nov 20-24, 1991 American Anthropological Association, 90th Annual Meeting, Chicago Marriott Hotel,
Chicago, Illinois.

New Journal Seeks Manuscripts. A new journal from Garland publishing, Foundations: An International
Journal for Philosophical Foundations of Social Knowledge and Social Practice , published its first
issue this year. One number of each volume will be devoted to the philosophical analysis of the
cognitive, methodological and applied aspects of the major theoretical orientations and frames of
reference in each of the social disciplines-cultural anthropology, economics, sociology, political
science, history, social psychology, human geography, and formal education. The other number of each
volume will consist of assorted articles relevant to the generic topic of the journal. All manuscripts will
be reviewed by selected members of the editorial board which consists of leading scholars in each of
the social disciplines and philosophy. The editor seeks manuscripts and will furnish further information
and guide-lines for authors on request. Contact Joseph B. Gittler, Editor Foundations, Robinson Hall
3603, George Mason University, Fairfax,Virginia 22030; (703) 273-3284
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