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Culture and Resistance
Barry Morris
Department of Sociology
University of Newcastle

The work of Michel Foucault challenges the assumptions underlying our conceptualisation of
power, resistance and culture. The implications of his re-evaluation assert that the exercise of
power cannot be adequately understood in terms of force or consent, resistance or accommoda-
tion. For Foucault, such analyses ignore the disciplinary forms and technologies, the techniques
and routines that pervade cultural practices. Such a formulation rejects the view of an opposi-
tional kind of resistance that exists outside the operations of power. The structures of power and
resistance are inextrixably linked within each other. In this paper, I will consider the implications
of such an approach for understanding the cultural politics of indigenous rights in NSW.

Subalternism and Indigenism As Hegemonic Practices:
The Malaysian Case
Prof Joel S. Kahn
Department of Sociology
La Trobe University

This paper examines the construction of Malays in Malaysia as a subaltern class, and moreover as
a group entitled to special privileges on the basis of their indigeneity. I examine the emergence of
this particular discourse on Malays during the period of the so-called New Economic Policy in
the writings of Malay intellectuals, novels, the media and advertising, architecture and the leisure
industry.

The main aim of the paper is to show how in this case concepts like subalternity and indigenism
are embedded in the processes of state formation in modern Malaysia, rather than in resistance to

The Postmodernisation of Maori Culture
Steven Webster
Department of Anthropology
University of Auckland

My own intention in this essay is to examine the interrelationship between current directions in
social theory and expert (that is, Maori and academic) or popular understandings of Maori cul-
ture in New Zealand. A grasp of the diffuse movement of postmodernism may be gained by ex-
amining a particular social context and the play of social interests. Here, I examine excursions in
social theory by sociologists, social anthropologists, archaeologists, and literary critics at the Uni-
versity of Auckland which are focused upon Maori culture. The several academic positions are
given definite shapes in the context of ethnic politics known as the Maori Renaissance. Control
over the definition of Maori culture is at a premium, especially in the Universities, and the con-
flict of interests which arise furnish an opportunity to examine relationships between social
theory and practice.

Aboriginal Resistance:
The Case of CDEP
Tim Rowse
Menzies Health Research School
Alice Springs

Recent commentary on the Aboriginal Economic Development Policy (AEDP), and, in particular,
on the Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) scheme, points to difficulties en-
countered by the Australian state in incorporating Aboriginal people into the wage- and salary-
supported labour force. The difficulties are not only practical but ideological, for the state treats
Aborigines not only as a self-determining indigenous minority, but also as putative wage and
salary-earning citizens. This paper asks: in noting these difficulties, can we refer to them as effects
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of “Aboriginal resistance’? To answer this question I first give an account of what I take to be the
meaning and implications of Barry Morris’s remarks on ‘resistance’ in his monograph on the
Dhan-Gadi. 1 argue that if 'resistance’ is to be a meaningful notion, it must have both its object
and subject specified. In order to suggest who/what are the subjects and objects of "resistance’ in
the CDEP case, I draw on historical material about the first attempts by the welfare state to in-
duce Central Australian Aboriginal people to earn a living in the monetary economy. I then argue
that these attempts, like their successor policies (CDEP), demonstrate a structure of
centre/periphery conflict in the elaboration of welfare colonialism. Both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal actors are to be found at “centre” and at 'periphery’. I therefore conclude by arguing
that the phrase "Aboriginal resistance’ is misleading to the extent that it obscures enduring struc-
tural tensions within welfare colonialism. I call for the specification of the ‘subject’ and “object’ of
‘resistance’ in structural rather than ‘ethnic’ terms.

Repressive Authenticity:
A Counter-Paradigm for Australian History
Patrick Wolfe
Department of History
University of Melbourne

This paper attempts to develop a unitary framework for categorising the range of colonising
strategies that have been deployed against Aboriginal people from the First Fleet to the present.
The constant feature of this framework is a cultural logic of elimination which inheres in Austra-
lia’s status as a settler-colonial state. This logic of elimination reconciles such state strategies as
homicide, assimilation and contemporary Land Rights legislation.

In Defence of Opposition
Gillian Cowlishaw
Department of Anthropology
University of Sydney

Edward Said stressed the 'nexus of knowledge and power creating — [the Aboriginal] and in a
sense obliterating him as a human being’. He saw this process as not exclusively an academic
matter but as an intellectual matter of some very obvious importance (Orientalism, 1979:27). Tak-
ing up this theme, this brief paper will re-state the intentions of this session and identify a num-
ber of points which emerge from the differing positions of various contributors concerning both
the politics of anthropology’s representations, and the way anthropologists represent, or fail to
represent, the politics of those they are writing about. Participants will be invited to discuss these
issues.

SPACE, THE FINAL FRONTIER:
ARTICULATING PEOPLE, PLACE AND BEING

Convenors: Roberta James and Melissa Pearl Helms

Spatial metaphors/representations are pervasive and operate on many different
levels and/or many different texts. Sacred place, frontier, threshold, nation,
boundary, wilderness, body, outback, homeland, urban jungle—these and many
other space-place designations articulate an imaged geography of a social world.
In this session we would like to explore some of the many and varied ways in
which people use space and representations of space, to construct and/or articu-
late their notions of people, place and being.
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Rice Cultivation, First Settlers and the Alliance with Soil Spirits:
Human Relations with Space on the North-Eastern Coast of Madagascar
Arlette Ottino
Department of Anthropology
The Australian National University

This paper examines Malagasy ideas about temporary appropriations and transformations of un-
cleared environment in the context of rice cultivation. The rice growing rituals of the north-
eastern coast of Madagascar construct “person, place and being’ as a set of relations between cur-
rent cultivators and environment which are mediated by an original alliance made between first
settler ancestors and soil spirits inhabiting uncleared land. This alliance defines relations and
rights in territory.

Public Performance at the Mindil Beach Sunset Market:
Confounding Gender Stereotypes in a Frontier Town
Melissa Pearl Helms
Deakin University/The Australian National University

Certain gender constructions are characteristic of a frontier ideology. The ’frontier’ is often
represented or located as a place where real men subdue wilderness and women, if they are there
at all, subdue or incite men. Darwin is represented locally and nationally as one of Australia’s
frontier towns. Gender stereotypes are easily identified as part of a Darwin frontier ideology but,
of course, gender relations are more richly complex than stereotypes allow. In this paper I will ex-
amine how some of these complexities are articulated in a Darwin festival event, the Mindil
Beach sunset market.

Making Sense of New Age Travellers
Chris Griffin
Department of Intercultural Studies
Edith Cowan University

New Age Travellers in the United Kingdom represent a social movement which is deeply dis-
enchanted with consumer-capitalist society, its ethos and organisation. By focusing on two partic-
ular groups of New Age Travellers in central London, the paper explores the sociological nexus
between today’s Travellers and the sedentarised, place-given, communal movements of the 1960s
and 70s, and the ideologies and practices which link these two groups to a much larger world.

Determined Inhabitants of Space:
Spatial Strategies in the Western Highlands Province
Neil Maclean
Department of Anthropology
University of Sydney

The ceremonial opening of a new bridge across the Jimi River, WHP, reveals a local view of their
economic marginality as a problem of relocation or redirection of wealth rather than of its crea-
tion. The strategies employed are spatial rather than developmental. To complete Foucault's
phrase the local ‘determined inhabitants of space’ are increasingly removed from, and opposed
to, the colonial developmental legacy held in place by the "‘pious descendants of time’.

Mythic Topography and the Settlement of Australia
Deborah Bird Rose
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University

Places are formed and grasped in mythic imagination; they exist before they are ever “dis-
covered’, and they exist quite independently of spatial co-ordinates. I am exploring some of the
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European mythic constructions of Australia the continent. I examine European chronotopes
through which this place was imagined prior to “discovery’, and I examine some of the mythic
narratives through which settlers have proposed definitions of where we are. Of particular inter-
est is the mythic narrative which asserts that there is no mythic narrative.

SOCIAL THEORY AND THE ANTHROPOLCGY OF EMOTION

Convenor: Margot Lyon

There is a growing intellectual interest in emotion in all the social sciences in-
cluding anthropology. Yet a significant role for emotion in social life is generally
denied or ignored. Anthropology has been quick to take up the study of emotion,
but most of the anthropological studies of emotion are cultural constructionist in
orientation and thus in the service of cultural description rather than in the de-
velopment of theory.

The aim of this session is to present papers which use anthropological data to at-
tempt to address the place of emotion in social theory. This might take the form
of a purely theoretical paper, or the integration of emotion within a range of cur-
rent perspectives in cultural anthropology; for example, in psychological
anthropology, medical anthropology, biological anthropology, feminist
anthropology, or an attempt to integrate current theoretical work on emotion
with earlier anthropological accounts of religion, ritual, the arts, music, social
structure, kinship, etc. There would seem to be considerable scope for the consid-
eration of the role of the affective dimension in these areas and the implications

of such a consideration for anthropological and social theory more generally.

Theoretical papers on diverse perspectives in the study of emotions are invited.

Gold! Gold! Gold! The Aesthetic and Affective as Interpenetrating Realms of Experience
Susi Chamberlain
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University

The Olympic Games, and in particular the ceremonials of the games such as the medal presenta-
tion rites, provide a focus for an analysis of how the aesthetic is manipulated to produce affect
within the social domain. I'look at the familiar moment of the victory celebration, wherein lies the
engagement of two representational systems (the auditory — national anthem; and the visual —
raising the national flag); and argue that this conflation of aesthetic experiences is designed to
evoke the social response of nationalism, and the emotions of pride and triumph. The import of
television, as the medium of instantaneous transmission and almost simultaneous reception, is
examined as the means by which a form of emotional ‘communitas’ is created.

‘Get Out of Your Head’ and 'Quit the Stories’: Reinterpreting Experience the New Age Way
Lindy Warrell
Department of Anthropology
University of Adelaide
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The term ‘New Age’ embraces a multitude of self-help and healing practices from herbal mas-
sage, aroma and crystal therapy to personal growth courses, rebirthing, channelling and fire-
walking. These and other less well-known practices all have one thing in common: they are
designed to assist the release of conscious rational control and associated inhibitions in order to
allow free play to the emotional, intuitive and even spiritual dimensions of existence. The goal is
to help one realize the ‘truth’ of one’s existence! Based on short-term fieldwork in Adelaide, this
paper examines these aspects of New Age praxis. In it, I analyse a weekend healing extravaganza
and a personal growth course with a focus on their structural context and participants” exegesis
about the processes in which they were involved. This reveals a consistent underlying philosophy
of the relation between mind, body and emotion. I argue from this that New Age philosophy, and
its associated praxis, simultaneously subvert and require the socio-political and moral context in
which they are located, where emotion and emotional disturbance are typically understood in
terms of a cause-effect, guilt and blame mentality.

Hospice Emotion
Robyn Mobbs
Palliative Care Unit
Flinders Medical Centre and Flinders University of SA

This is a ‘research in progress’ paper focusing on the expression and the control of emotion
within a fifteen-bed hospice in Adelaide. An eight month participant observation project is
presently being conducted with hospice staff and clientele, with a view to documenting daily care
functions and the meanings of those practices, as understood by the care providers in particular,
and to a lesser degree, the care recipients. The philosophical rhetoric of the hospice movement
emphasises the acceptance of emotions such as sadness, grief and anger, and holds acceptance
and serenity in high regard. In practice there is discernible regulation by hospice staff of the ex-
pression of emotion. In this paper, research findings will be described and placed within the con-
text of recent theories of emotion. In particular I am interested in understanding these findings in
terms of the separation of the living from the dying.

The Apprehension of the World in Ambonwari, PNG
Borut Telban
Department of Anthropology
Research School of Pacific Studies
The Australian National University

The geographic area of this paper is Ambonwari, the largest of eight villages speaking the
Karawari language in the East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea. Explaining the meanings of
vernacular terms, cosmologies and myths, and observed behaviour in particular situations, I try
to point out the relation between emotions, thoughts and body in the process of apprehending
the World in Ambonwari. I begin the paper with the positioning of a person in his or her environ-
ment, drawing a line between the earth, spirits and human beings. I continue with wambun, the
emotional and thoughtful heart with no physiological reference. Here I draw a line between the
human feelings, demeanor in different emotional states and the way they are seen by the other. In
the last part I emphasize the importance which Ambonwari place on the relation between two
human conditions: caring for someone and resentment. These emotional states form an ideology
in the construction of their society and culture.

Explorations Around an Evocation
Michael Roberts
Department of Anthropology
University of Adelaide

An essay on the July 1983 pogrom in Sri Lanka is used as a point of departure for a series of ex-
plorations of the sociological world, with the scholars who responded to this essay at various
venues serving as "the natives’ and their everyday talk a basis for my reflections. In reiterating the
contention that narrative style is a significant dimension of efforts to place emotion (in all its vari-
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ety and specificity) on the agenda of nationalist studies (and thus of Anthropology), this second
paper raises several questions. One: Why some scholars cannot accept ‘pieces of literature” as
pertinent to ‘explanation’? Two: Why others wish to always surround the study of events with
‘thick description’ and labyrinthine explanatory schemes? Three: Why yet others insist on an ex-
treme cultural relativity in addressing the range of emotions one meets during moments of ethnic
violence — so that cross-cultural analogues and references are discarded even as orientational
points? Four: Why many scholars find it difficult (unlike most Indic Asians) to accept the idea
that some normal people are capable, in specific situations, of horrendous violence against
Threatening Others or Scapegoated Others.

The last question does not deny that the ethics behind such violence, the in-order-to motivations,
could vary. Indeed, it has brought me to the threshold of a project involving a sweeping com-
parativism, one that contrasts the Indic world with the Western (in its Anglo-Saxon variant?). But
for our purposes, here, its function is to highlight the problems which both Western and Western-
ized scholars face in confronting ‘the death space’ of ethnic violence. One is led to ask (i) why
some scholars see such violence as ‘irrational’, an aberration rather than an extension of the
normal; (ii) why their identification of the assailants hones in on designing political activists
and/or “hoodlum’ and ‘lumpens’; and (iii) why those scholars who appear to be fascinated by the
subject yet pursue this interest with their radical heart on their sleeve?

Out of Breath: Emotion as Mediator between Somatic and Social Process
Margot L. Lyon
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University

This paper addresses the significance of the body in social process by exploring the role of emo-
tion in bodily processes and activity. Rather than approach this topic through the socio-cultural
determination of forms of embodiment, I commence with an explication of one particular capac-
ity of the organism which is at once under both autonomic and conscious control, namely,
respiration. This focus provides a basis for dealing with the interlocking of biological and social
processes, and therefore the representation of links between the biological and social domains. By
concentrating on emotion, which is simultaneously bodily and relational, and its role in respira-
tion, an understanding of bodily agency is developed which does not give priority to either
physical or social phenomena, but which indicates the relevance of each.

ECONOMIES AS CULTURAL SYSTEMS

Convenors: Jennifer and Paul Alexander

In the general area of economic anthropology, cultural interpretations are often
treated as alternatives to economic interpretations. This session will explore the
possibility of dissolving this opposition by analysing aspects of economies in
‘their own (cultural) terms’. The topic is meant to be read very broadly: papers
might range from cultural constructions of ‘work’, through creations of “spheres
of exchange’, to commonsense understandings of ‘prices” and “credit’.

From Lien to Kasip:
Indigenous Perspectives on Inequality
Rita Armstrong
University of Sydney

Abstract unavailable

Bl
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Making Money:
On the Cultural Economy of Subcontractors in the Perth Building Industry
Phillip Moore
Curtin University

Abstract unavailable

To be advised
Aileen Toohey
The Australian National University

Abstract unavailable

The War of Marble—
the Cultural Construction of Work Identity in the Quarries of Carrara
Alison Leitch
University of Sydney

Abstract unavailable

To be advised
Mary Hawkins
University of Western Australia

Abstract unavailable

Beads, Biscuits and Brassieres:
Consumption among the Lahanan
Jennifer Alexander
University of Sydney

Abstract unavailable

MUSEUMS, ART AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY

Convenors: Julie Marcus & Nicolas Thomas

This session will deal with constructions of identity that are asserted, redefined,
and in museum contexts, debated in art works of various kinds. Contributions
may address cultural and ethnic identities, or other constructions relating to na-
tions and histories, or gender, sexuality and age. The session invites contribu-
tions which debate the role, function and nature of museums in the context of
Australian nationalism, and the growth of museums in Australia. It is expected
that most papers will focus on the interpretations of particular works, but more
comparative or theoretical contributions are also wlecome. In addition to explor-
ing particular texts or performances in their contexts, the session will also explore
the question of: (1) whether there can be or should be a distinctively
anthropological approach to contemporary museums, art, theatre, cinema and lit-
erature; (2)-how mass circulation texts and works might be approached eth-
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nographically; (3) and how anthropological perspectives differ from or engage
with approaches in art history and cultural studies.

Reflections of History
Julie Marcus
National Museum of Australia

While the discourse of museums constantly refers to the problematics of post-modernism, practi-
cal responses illustrate the ways in which old histories reappear in new guises. The "Icons of Aus-
tralia’ exhibition offers a familiarly nationalist view of Australian culture which this paper dis-
cusses in detail.

Museum Objects: a Distorting Reflection
Brenda Factor
National Museum of Australia

This paper takes the form of a work-in-progress and examines the way sets of objects are given
meaning—or stripped of meaning—within a museum context. In this paper domestic ceramics
are interrogated as cultural texts, so that it becomes possible to place them within an emerging
Australian nationalism, and within a commercialisation of indigenous art which becomes
civilised and authentically Australian. Distortions occur in museums as objects like these arc left
to ‘speak for themselves’, as kitsch becomes minor icons, thus bypassing the need for discussions
of race or gender; these objects are contextualised in historical terms only, rather than given
meaningful placement within a cultural context.

The Currency of Colonialism:
the Overseas Disbursement of Australian Aboriginal Ethnographic Artefacts
in the Early Twentieth Century
JIan Coates
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University

This paper concerns an aspect of the history of the collection of Australian Aboriginal material
culture items, specifically the transfer of Australian Aboriginal artefacts to overseas museums in
the early Twentieth Century. An important mode of transmission of artefacts during this period
was through the collecting activities of overseas “scientific’ expeditions in Australia. These ex-
peditions were organised and funded by museums and philanthropic institutions in countries in-
cluding Great Britain and the United States. Australian museums, which were understaffed and
under-resourced (even then!), tried to use these ’scientific’ expeditions originating overseas as a
means to developing their collections. An examination of archival material allows an interpreta-
tion of the process of material culture disbursement. Several trends are apparent:

There is a linkage between Aboriginal material culture objects and natural history objects, not
only in the gathering of ‘specimen’ artefacts, but also in the presentation of these objects to the
public. Indigenous peoples, and their artefacts, were very much seen as part of the natural history
of the new land.

Colonial links between Australia and both Great Britain and the United States were articulated in
this overseas flow of Aboriginal artefacts. Australia, on the periphery, was used as a source of
raw materials (artefacts) rather than of intellectual ideas about Aboriginal people and their
material culture. Theory was developed at the centres, using the raw materials received.

The desire for Aboriginal artefacts from Australia made this country something of a battleground
between collecting institutions from two competing Empires—the declining British and the as-
cending American. They were competing for legitimacy as the leader of the scientific world.
Federal legislation attempting to govern this process was introduced after lobbying by Australian
interest groups, including anthropologists. Their nationalistic concern was the loss of a “limited
resource’ to overseas destinations at the expense of the collections of Australian institutions.
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Aboriginal Animal Motifs in the Fourth Dimension
Brian Mackness
Department of History and Philosophy of Science
University of Melbourne

Anthropologists have identified a number of animal motifs in both artwork and oral traditions.
These include representations of megafauna and other extinct animals. This paper examines the
assumptions made about the animals identified in light of palaeontological reconstructions of
both anatomy and distribution. It suggests ways that not only extinct animals may be best
‘decoded’ from these traditions but also how these methods can assist in the interpretation of
more recent representations of extant animals and their relationships with Aboriginal peoples.
Local Integrity, National Identity or Tourism:
the Role of Provincial Cultural Centres in Papua New Guinea
Barry Craig
South Australian Museum

In the context of a National Cultural Development Program for PNG, the role of provincial cul-
tural centres has never been consistently stated or followed through. Three objectives are identifi-
able: a) to record and preserve knowledge and skills of traditional cultures and thus foster local
cultural integrity; b) to encourage awareness and exchange of cultural material among the nine-
teen provinces, and thus foster national identity; and ¢) to provide the basis for attracting tourists
to PNG and thus generate income. These objectives are not independent of one another, and they
all have a political component. This history of several provincial cultural centres will be traced in
the context of the role of national cultural institutions and in terms of these three objectives. The
analysis will demonstrate that cultural institutions should be free of concerns about, and control
by, tourism; and that provincial cultural centres must be either controlled and funded by the na-
tional cultural institutions in the service of the promotion of national identity, or controlled and
funded by provincial governments, to promote the integrity of local cultures.

The Dream of Joseph:
Debates about Identity among Pacific Artists
Nicolas Thomas
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University

This paper uses a single exhibition, mostly consisting of migrant Polynesian work in New
Zealand, to explore discrepancies between a language of identity, that understands cultural - pro-
duction in terms of ethnic identities and heritages, and the range of concerns apparent in the art
works themselves. Creolized art practices appear to negotiate tensions that are obscured in an es-
sentializing, culturally-particularist discourse that provides the dominant frame through which
contemporary migrant and indigenous work can be discussed.

Traps for Taonga: the Lessons of ‘Te Rua’
Peter Cleave
Kiwa College

This paper analyses the film ‘Te Rua’, directed by Barry Barclay. The film is compared with ear-
lier films and books by Barclay and also situated in the context of other dramatic work (films and
plays) by Maori. The themes of cultural sovereignty found in the films are discussed in terms of
the various political positions taken by Maori over the last two decades.

Rainbow Body:
Tibetan Style and the Chinese State
Mark Stevenson
University of Melbourne
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Raising questions of national style and systems of value, this paper examines the changing fate of
Tibetan artistic style as communities of painters have come under state pressure to reflect central
government policy in their work. Related to this question are problems of the way in which
painting styles have adjusted to change in social structure since 1949. Examples to be discussed
come largely from Garze (Sichuan Province) and Rebkong (Qinghai Province), both of which are
situated on the interface of China and Tibet. Three major changes of State policy are identified,
and these are shown to have had a more visible impact on artistic output than have the internal
responses to social change.

The Double Bind:
Performing Arts in Hong Kong
Rozanna Lilley
Department of Anthropology
The Australian National University

In this paper I explore contemporary performing arts in Hong Kong in terms of the dogged per-
sistence of ‘tradition” and ’contemporaneity” as narrations within a cultural polemic that refuses
solid terms like “decolonisation’, that offers up only chimerical slippages between ancient China
and the city as a slick metatopical space in global financing. Labouring to escape this double bind,
individuals involved in local performing arts suggest that they are self-consciously trying to
create a Hong Kong identity. This attempt to overcome the muting of local identity, achieved not
only by the suffocating chorus of a master narrative called "the history of Europe’ (or, if you like,
“British history” or "Western history’) but also by ‘Chinese history” or “Chinese civilisation’, by in-
serting "Hong Kong’ as a third term within this structure of domination/subordination is my pri-
mary focus. My emphasis is partially on the institutional processes, particularly funding, in
which and through which the performing arts are produced and particularly on the representa-
tions proffered by these productions. How is Hong Kong identity represented?; what images are
proposed and fought over?; from what social space are these representations generated?

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND —
CONNECTIONS AND COMPARISONS

Convenor: Jan Keen

Readings and conversations with Melanesianist colleagues reveal many
similarities as well as telling differences between Australian Aboriginal modes of
life and those of PNG. These regions, after all, formed a continuous region for
millennia, and direct connections continued after the rise in the sea levels across
the Torres Strait. Papers are invited which explore similarities and differences in
any aspect of pre-colonial and post-colonial modes of life, or which propose
broad regional schemes and syntheses.

Introduction:
Structure and History in Regional Studies
Ian Keen
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Australian National University
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The recent efflorescence of an historical perspective in anthropology, together with the merging
of structure and event in the anthropology of ’practice’, restore the possibility of a bold “con-
jectural history” to the discipline. The paper considers some of the implications of these develop-
ments for broad regional comparison, with particular reference to comparative studies in Austra-
lia and New Guinea.

The hunter/farmer debate in Australia and New Guinea:
competing perspectives
Harry Lourandos
Department of Anthropology and Sociology
University of Queensland

Abstract unavailable

Structural similarities between Arnhem Land and New Guinea
Ad Borsboom
Catholic University
Nijmegen ‘

With his publication “The Cult of the Bull-roarer in Australia and Southern New Guinea’ (1963)
van Baal was the first Dutch anthropologist to emphasize the significant similarities between
Southern New Guinea and Aboriginal cultures. Taking van Baal’s study as a starting point, an-
other Dutch anthropologist (Lex van der Leeden) compared and analysed ritual and kinship
organisation from both regions: ‘'Nunggubuyu Aboriginals and Marind-Anim: preliminary com-
parisons between southeastern Armhem Land and Southern New Guinea’ (1975). Van der Leeden
was in a good position to do so because of his fieldwork in both former Dutch New Guinea and
in Southeastern Arnhem Land.

In my paper I shall firstly discuss both van Baal’s and van der Leeden’s findings and then explore
further structural similarities in both regions, mainly focusing on aspects of religion and
ceremonial exchange.

Omaha and Irogquois in Australia and New Guinea
Patrick McConvell
University of the Northern Territory

Distributed across Northern Australia there are groups which have Omaha skewing in their
kinship terminology. These groups are located in geographical blocs which are closely correlated
with language families, most notably the Pama-Nyungan family. Neighbouring groups (e.g.
those to the north of the Pama-Nyungan bloc in the western NT) by contrast exhibit no Omaha
skewing, and instead have kin terminologies with various types of neutralisation of the cross-
parallel distinction, including use of Iroquois terminology for cross-cousins’ children. It is argued
here that, in line with the hypothesis of Murdock and others about the influence of descent sys-
tems on skewing, the presence of Omaha skewing is related to a stronger patrilineal emphasis in
ritual and land-owning organisation, as compared to the weaker lineal emphasis in the groups
with Iroquois and similar terminologies.

In New Guinea a similar contrast can be found between areas (mainly in the north and east) in
which Omaha terminology and strong patrilineal emphasis go together and areas (mainly to the
south and west) where Iroqois and similar terminologies are found, correlated with less emphasis
on patrilineal forms of organisation.

The question is then posed: are these correlations independent reflections of universal relations
between types of social organisation and kin terminology in two separate places, or is the
similarity perhaps due to them being part of a single old pattern of geographical difference in so-
cial organisation going back to when Australia and New Guinea were joined as Sahul? Linguistic
and other evidence possibly supporting the latter view is assessed.
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Patterns of Patriarchy
Marie Reay
Department of Anthropology
The Australian National University

I have in mind a mini-comparison of some entailments of patriarchy not in PNG and Aboriginal
Australia generally, but in two particular societies in which I have worked. In both countries
there is a striking contrast between societies exhibiting extreme inequality between the sexes and
others in which women are much further along the road to equality with men. Annette Weiner’s
Trobrianders and Diane Bell’s Daughters of the Dreaming exemplify the latter. My Kuma and
Yanyula are examples of the former.

The paper will compare men’s methods of controlling women, women's relations to male cults
and mythology, polygyny, women'’s sexuality, women’s work, etc., and women as persons. I sug-
gest an ecological explanation for contrasting degrees of inequality between women and men.

Worldview and Wealth:
Differing Reactions to Colonialism
Robert Tonkinson
Department of Anthropology
University of Western Australia

In this paper I contrast indigenous reactions to Europeans in Melanesia, notably those entailing
cargo cult activities, with Aboriginal Australia where such manifestations were absent. Besides
more obvious contrasts in worldview relating to the nature of production and attitudes to compe-
tition and wealth, I explore differing notions of domain and, especially, of the permeability of the
indigenous domain in Melanesia versus its impermeability in the Western Desert of Australia.
Despite interesting parallels concerning ritual as technology and the privileging of religious
knowledge, there were profound differences in the contexts of embeddedness of ritual knowl-
edge and action and in valuations of material wealth.

JOHN ANDERSON AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY
Convenors: Ken Maddock & Steven Thiele

AR. Radcliffe-Brown arrived in Sydney in 1926 to take up the country’s first
chair of anthropology. A year later John Anderson took up his chair of philoso-
phy. The two men shared a keen interest in the Greek philosopher Heraclitus,
greatly influenced those around them through personality and force of ideas, and
are able to command attention and stir controversy more than fifty years later.

Many of Anderson’s ideas would seem capable of devélopment in anthropology
and sociology. It is known that many of the anthropologists attracted to Sydney
by Radcliffe-Brown spoke to Anderson-dominated societies at Sydney University
or had some knowledge of his thinking. Yet the two men appear to have never
referred to each other, in print at least. Among other things the session is in-
tended as an opportunity to explore relations between Anderson and his fol-
lowers and the anthropolgists at Sydney University and elsewhere, to consider
the bearing of Anderson-type criticism on anthropological theory, and possibly
to open up critical perspectives on present-day questions such as Aboriginal
Studies and multiculturalism.
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Radcliffe-Brown and Anderson:
Questions About Their Relationship
Kenneth Maddock
Department of Anthropology
Macquarie University

AR. Radcliffe-Brown was the foundation professor of anthropology at Sydney University from
1926 to 1931. John Anderson took up the chair of philosophy in 1927, retiring from it in 1958. Both
men made a strong impression on their contemporaries and attracted a following. Their ideas can
still cause controversy, even though the ‘schools” of thought which formed around them have
passed away. It could be argued (in Anderson’s case, at least) that their ideas have yet to be as
fully developed as they might.

There are certain similarities between Anderson’s thinking and Radcliffe-Brown’s (as well as dif-
ferences), and it is known that some of the latter’s colleagues or students moved in Andersonian
circles, yet the two men seem never to have referred to each other by name in their published
writings. In particular, Anderson’s social theory has an obvious critical bearing on the views of
society held by Radcliffe-Brown and those who followed them

The aim of the paper is to open up an exploration of the relationship between Andersonian and
Radcliffe-Brownian views of society. For purposes of discussion Radcliffe-Brown (together with
various colleagues or followers of his) will be taken as the point of reference. The paper may also
serve as an introduction to the session as a whole.

Why Has John Anderson’s Social Theory Not Been Taken Up
By Australian Sociologists and Anthropolgists?
Steven Thiele
Department of Sociology
University of New England

This paper will look at a number of reasons why Anderson’s work has not been taken up by
sociologists and anthropologists. Perhaps the most significant is that classical social thought has
been overwhelmingly solidaristic in its assumption of the existence of a single source of creativity
and epistemological and moral certainty. There is nothing in Anderson’s writings which
resonates in the least with the conceptual systems that are built on this assumption. There are ele-
ments of classical thought which parallel Anderson’s pluralism, he has pointed this out himself in
relation to Marxism, but these have either been unacknowledged or suppressed. Post-modernism
is pluralistic, but its rejection of all non-relative notions of truth and goodness prevent it from
seeing what it shares with Anderson. The study of social movements is one of the few areas of
sociology that could easily and profitably connect with Anderson’s ideas.

Culture and Cultures
Sandy Anderson
ex University of Newcastle

I propose to argue that John Anderson would have used these expressions in different senses.

For him, culture would be the social conditions opening the way for the operation of ‘goods’. cul-
tures would be the various social conditions as constricted by their particular structures of “evils’
or ‘bads’ that limited the operation of ‘goods’.

To elucidate these matters, I will have to begin with a “crash’ course critically elaborating John
Anderson’s theory of ethics, including the location of ethical qualities and their nature and partic-
ularly the origin of evil.

I will then discuss the relation of evil to neuroses (psychoses, etc.) and their transmission, and the
conditions under which they may and may not conflict. I will argue that the ‘group neurosis’ (not
to be confused with Jung’s “collective unconscious’) can be a condition of solidarism (spurious so-
cial solidarity) where evils are not stimulated to conflict, as contrasted with the meeting of dif-
ferent group neuroses — as conditions for racial conflict, etc.
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[ will argue that, for John Anderson, education is to produce culture, in the sense of freeing goods
for spontaneous activity, and for dispelling evils and their effects (including the inability to un-
derstand various provinces of knowledge — to the extent that ‘group neuroses’ may produce var-
iations in the level of perceived intelligence; and hence distinctions between cultures).

Anderson and Vico on Origins
Leila Cumming

In Anderson’s philosophy everything is irreducibly complex and has complex connections (im-
plications); one can never reduce anything to simple, final elements. So “atomic’ accounts of the
beginning of Man must be rejected and humanity taken to be complex from the start. This view is
discussed with reference to the theory of the 18th century thinker, Giambattista Vico.

The Law of the Exclusive Muddle:
Categories and Social Philosophy
Alan Olding
Department of Philosophy
Macquarie University

In recent theory much has been made of the notion that humans tend to think illicitly in terms of
dichotomies (male/female, etc.). This claim is critically examined in what I hope is the Ander-
sonian realist spirit. The question of the origin of ‘dichotomous thinking’ is briefly taken up and
related to the relativism rampant in social theory. I then suggest that a peculiarly potent source of
dualistic explanations and classifications involves categorical confusions and I argue that, in a
form connected to the mistakes of absolute idealism, such confusions can be found in some cur-
rently influential social theories.

A Realist Critique of the Functionalist and Structuralist Treatment of Symbols
Okusi Mahina
Pacific and Asian History Division
The Australian National University

Abstract unavailable
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SOME LOCAL INFORMATION

Places to have breakfast:

* Calypso (coffee lounge), Refrectory Building (University Union), M—F, from 7.00am.
* Refrectory (University Union), M—F from 8.00am.

* Caterina’s, M—F from 8.00am.

* Bistro (University House), M—F 7.15am—9.00am.

Places to have lunch:

* Old Canberra House, M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* Caterina’s, M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* Bistro (University House), M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* Tavery (University Union), M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* Calypso (coffee lounge) (University Union), M—F Noon—??
* Cellar (University House), M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* Vivaldi’s (Arts Centre, ANU), M—F Noon—2.00pm.

* The Gods Cafe and Bar, M—F Noon—2.00 (near Vivaldi’s).

Places to have dinner:

* Cellar (University House), M—F 5.30—8.00pm.

* Bistro (University House), M—F 6.00—9.00pm.

* Caterinas, M—F 5.00—8.00pm.

* Asian Bistro and Bar (University Union), M—F 5.00—38.00pm.

* Tavern (University Union), M—F 5.00—8.00pm.

* Vivaldi’s, M—Sat 6.00—9.30pm (Reservations required; 257 2718)

For Coffee:

* Calypso (University Union), M—F 7.00am—5.30pm.
* Caterina’s, M—F 8.0am—38.00pm.

* The Gods Cafe and Bar, 10.00am——6.00pm.

Miscelllaneous:




Australian Anthropological Society, Newsletter 51 (September 1992) 43

* Bottle Shop and Buttery (University House), open daily except Sundays, 9.00am—6.30pm.

* Acton Supermarket (Refrectory Building), selling basic ~ groceries and sundries, open M—F
8.30am—+6.30pm.

* Bakery (University Union), M—F 8.30am—6.30pm.
Drinks:

* Old Canberra House, M—Th, 11.00am—7.00pm, F 11.00am—11.00pm.

* Cellar (University House), M—F Noon—Closing Time, closing time determined by trade.
* Tavern (University Union), M—F 5.00—9.00pm.

* Asian Bistro and Bar, M—F Noon—2.00pm, 5.00—38.00pm.

Nearby restaurants:

* Anatolia Turkish Restaurant, cnr. Mort Street & Bunda Street, Canberra City, Ph.257 1100.
* Burps, 9 Lonsdale Street, Braddon, Ph.247 8300

* Da Cesare, 18 Lonsdale Street, Braddon, Ph.247 2946

* Pinoccios, 100 Northbourne Avenue, Canberra City, Ph.257 5796

* Sawdee (Thai), upstairs 24 Garema Place, Canberra City, Ph.248 8230

* Shalimar (Indian), 9 Tasman House, Hobart Place, Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra City, Ph.249
6784

* Siamese Kitchen, 14 Lonsdale Street, Braddon, Ph.248 8802

* The Great Wall of China, 113 Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra City, Ph.247 5423

* Tu Do Vietnamese Restaurant, 7 Sargood Street, O’Connor Shops, Ph.251 3325

* Vietnam Restaurant, 1 Sargood Street, O’Connor Shops, Ph.248 7093

* Siam-Thair Takeaway Food, Shop A31, City Markets (opposite Target), Ph.247 4809.
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ACCOMMODATION AT AAS —

PLEASE BOOK NOW!

Please note that accommodation during this period in Canberra is very tight.

We have booked fifty-five single rooms at Burgmann College on the ANU
campus, at the very low rates of $48 a night full board (including all meals) and
$38 for graduate and undergraduate students. Please fill in the form attached at
the centre of this issue of the Newsletter and book immediately!

If there are any questions about bookings or facilities, please phone 06-249-3076.

Al other accommodation on campus—University House, Liversidge Court
Apartments and other colleges—are booked out because of a range of other con-
ferences being held in that week. In case you need double or triple accommoda-
tion or want something more luxurious we include names, telephone numbers
and tariffs of several other hotels, but ask that you contact them directly. We are
handling block bookings for Burgmann College only.

Any further enquiries about accommodation to Nicholas Peterson 06-249-4727;
Fax: 06-249-2711.
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OTHER ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

Key:

S=single, D= double, T= twin

Rates: per room, unless stated otherwise

Prices: per group (gr) or individual (indiv) booking

Note: this information was correct as at 15.5.92.

The Hyatt Hotel Canberra

Commonwealth Ave, Barton, Telephone 270 1234.
Waiting list for 29 + 30/9

S/D/T $170 gr; $190 indiv (super-saver package)

Canberra Rex Hotel

Nourthbourne Ave, Braddon, Telephone 248 5311
avail 29,30/9 + 1/10

S/D/T $75

Capital Parkroyal Hotel

1 Binara St, Canberra City, Telephone 247 8999
avail 29 + 30/9

$225; $148 gr (conf gr of min 5)

Oakford Executive apartments

Kingston Gardens

10 Howitt St, Kingston, Telephone 239 0500
exec apts w. 1 or 2 BR

avail 29/9-1/10 incl.

1BR (1 QS bed = 2 pers) $106

2BR (1 QS + 2 sing. beds) $140

Lakeside Hotel

London Circuit, Canberra City, Telephone 247 6244,
Fax 292 6309

avail 29 + 30/9

$99 (gvmt rate for conf. participants)

City Motor Inn (belongs to the Capital Hotel)
74 Northbourne Ave, Canberra City, Telephone 249 6911
D $89; for D + 1 extra pers. + $10

Kythera Motel

100 Northbourne Ave, Canberra City, Telephone 248 8611
avail 29,30/9 + 1/10

S/D/T$73
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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Provisional Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

to be held at the Australian National University
1st October 1992

Apologies

Confirmation of Minutes of the 1991 Annual General Meeting
(published in Newsletter 49)

Matters Arising

President’s Report

Secretary’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

Report of the Accreditation Committee

1993 Conference

* Confirmation of La Trobe as venue for 1993 Conference
* Election of 1993 Conference Committee

* Nomination of 1994 Conference Venue
* Election of 1994 Conference Committee Convenor

Any Other Business

I hereby call for members to submit Agenda Items for the Annual General Meet-
ing. Items must reach the Honorary Secretary at the address below by 21st Sep-
tember 1992 at 5.00pm CST. '

Dr Deane Fergie

Honorary Secretary,

Australian Anthropological Society Inc.,
C/- Discipline of Anthropology,
University of Adelaide

G.P.O. Box 498,

Adelaide SA 5001

Fax: 08-224-0464
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AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.
Election of Executive Officers for 1992-1993

I hereby declare the following to be elected unopposed to the Executive Com-
mittee of the Australian Anthropological Society Inc.

President: Nicholas Peterson

Secretary: David Mearns

Treasurer: Christopher Healey

Executive Members:David Biernoff
John Gray

As there were no nominations for Vice-President, I hereby re-open nominations
for Vice-President. Nominations are open until 21st September at 5.00pm CST.
Nominations on the appropriate form (centrefold) should be sent to the
Honorary Secretary of the Society.

Deane Fergie
Honorary Secretary
Australian Anthropological Society Inc.






