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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 

AIMS AND SCOPE 

The Australian Journal of Anthropology is the official journal 
of the Australian Anthropological Society, and publishes 
original research articles dealing with anthropology and 
related disciplines. The Journal especially welcomes 
theoretically focused analyses and ethnographic reports based 
on fieldwork carried out in Australia and neighbouring 
countries in the Pacific and Asian regions. Papers that 
explore the relations between anthropology and cognate 
disciplines are also welcome. 

EDITORIAL REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE 

The acceptance criteria for all papers are the quality and 
originality of the research and its significance to our 
readership. Except where otherwise stated, manuscripts are 
peer reviewed by two or three anonymous reviewers and the 
Editor. Final acceptance or rejection rests with the Editorial 
Board, who reserves the right to refuse any material for 
publication. 

Manuscripts should be written so that they are intelligible to 
the professional reader who is not a specialist in the particular 
field. They should be written in a clear, concise, direct style. 
Where contributions are judged as acceptable for publication 
on the basis of content, the Editor and the Publisher reserve 
the right to modify typescripts to eliminate ambiguity and 
repetition and improve communication between author and 
reader. If extensive alterations are required, the manuscript 
will be returned to the author for revision. 

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 

All articles submitted to the Journal must comply with these 
instructions. Failure to do so will result in return of the 
manuscript and possible delay in publication. 

The original manuscript should be submitted electronically 
to: 
Associate Professor Martha Macintyre 
Editor, The Australian Journal of Anthropology 
School of Philosophy, Anthropology and Social Inquiry 
PASI, 
Old Quad, 
The University of Melbourne, 
Victoria 3010 
AUSTRALIA  
Phone: 
03 344 4735 
Email: marthaam@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Submissions by hard copy are acceptable and should be 
printed, double-spaced, on one side only of ISO A4 paper. 
The top, bottom and side margins should be at least 30 mm. 
Laser quality print is essential. All pages should be numbered 
consecutively in the top right-hand corner, beginning with the 
title page. 

Covering letter 
Papers are accepted for publication in the Journal on the 
understanding that the content has not been published or 
submitted for publication elsewhere. This must be stated in 
the covering letter. 

The covering letter must also contain an acknowledgement 
that all authors have contributed significantly, and that all 
authors are in agreement with the content of the manuscript.  

Authors must declare any financial support or relationships 
that may pose conflict of interest. 

If tables or figures have been reproduced from another 
source, a letter from the copyright holder (usually the 
Publisher), stating authorization to reproduce the material, 
must be attached to the covering letter. 

Author material archive policy 
Authors who require the return of any submitted material that 
is accepted for publication should inform the Editorial Office 
after acceptance. If no indication is given that author material 
should be returned, Wiley-Blackwell will dispose of all 
hardcopy and electronic material two months after 
publication. 

COPYRIGHT 

Authors publishing in the Journal will be asked to sign a 
Copyright Transfer Agreement. In signing the form it is 
assumed that authors have obtained permission to use any 
copyrighted or previously published material. All authors 
must read and agree to the conditions outlined in the form, 
and must sign the form or agree that the corresponding author 
can sign on their behalf. Articles cannot be published until a 
signed form has been received. Authors can download the 
form from 
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/pdf/<jnl>_<caf><elf>.p
df 

STYLE OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

Manuscripts should follow the Style Manual for Authors, 
Editors and Printers (AGPS, Canberra). 

Spelling.    The Journal uses Australian spelling and authors 
should therefore follow the latest edition of the Macquarie 
Dictionary. 

Abbreviations.     In general, terms should not be abbreviated 
unless they are used repeatedly and the abbreviation is 
helpful to the reader. Initially use the word in full, followed 
by the abbreviation in parentheses. Thereafter use the 
abbreviation only. 

PARTS OF THE MANUSCRIPT 

The length of an article (including references, endnotes, 
tables and appendices) should not exceed 8000 words.  

Manuscripts should be presented in the following order: (i) 
title page, (ii) abstract, (iii) text, (iv) acknowledgments, (v) 
references, (vi) endnotes, (vii) appendices, (viii) figure 
legends, (ix) tables (each table complete with title and 
footnotes) and (x) figures. Footnotes to the text are not 
allowed and any such material should be incorporated as 
endnotes. 

Title page 
As articles are anonymously reviewed, material that might 
identify authorship of the paper should be placed on a cover 
sheet; this will be detached before the paper is sent to 
referees. 

The title page should contain (i) the title of the paper, (ii) the 
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full names of the authors and (iii) the addresses of the 
institutions at which the work was carried out together with 
(iv) the full postal and email address, plus facsimile and 
telephone numbers, of the author to whom correspondence 
about the manuscript should be sent. The present address of 
any author, if different from that where the work was carried 
out, should be supplied in a footnote. 

The title should be short, informative and contain the major 
key words. Do not use abbreviations in the title. A short 
running title (less than 40 characters) should also be 
provided. 

Abstract and key words 
All articles must have a brief abstract that states in 150 words 
or fewer the major points made and the principal conclusions 
reached. The abstract should not contain abbreviations or 
references. 

Text 
The text should be organised into an introductory section, 
conveying the background and purpose of the report, and 
then into sections identified with subheadings. 

Spelling 
Australian spelling (The Macquarie Dictionary) should be 
used for all articles submitted. When using terms in a foreign 
language a gloss should be provided in brackets. The first 
usage of a foreign term should be italicised and subsequent 
uses in normal type. 

Acknowledgements 
The source of financial grants and other funding must be 
acknowledged, including a frank declaration of the authors’ 
industrial links and affiliations. The contribution of 
colleagues or institutions should also be acknowledged. 
Personal thanks and thanks to anonymous reviewers are not 
necessary. 

References. 
The Harvard (author, date) system of referencing is used 
(examples are given below). In the text give the author’s 
name followed by the year in parentheses: Smith (2000). If 
there are two authors use ‘and’: Smith and Jones (2001); 
(Smith and Jones 2001). When reference is made to a work 
by three or more authors, the first name followed by et al. 
should be used: MacDonald et al. (2002). In the reference 
list, references should be listed in alphabetical order. 

In the reference list, cite the names of all authors when there 
are six or fewer; when seven or more, list the first three 
followed by et al. Do not use ibid. or op cit. Reference to 
unpublished data and personal communications should not 
appear in the list but should be cited in the text only (e.g. 
Smith A, 2000, unpublished data). All citations mentioned in 
the text, tables or figures must be listed in the reference list. 

Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the references. 

Journals 
Lucas, R. 1996. The failure of anthropology in secret 
women’s business: the Hindmarsh Island Affair. Journal of 
Australian Studies 48: 40–51. 

Books 
Ringsven MK, Bond D (1996). Gerontology and Leadership 
Skills for Nurses, 2nd edn. Delmar Publishers, Albany, NY. 

Chapter in a book 
Geertz, C. 1966. Religion as a cultural system. In M. Banton 

(ed.) Anthropological Approaches to the Study of Religion, 
pp. 1–46. London: Tavistock Publications. 

Website 
Rose, D. 2003. Sharing Kinship with Nature: How 
Reconciliation is Transforming the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. Sydney, New South Wales: National Parks 
and Wildlife Service. Accessed 5 Jun 2008. URL 
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/PDFs/Sharing_Kinship
.pdf 

Endnotes 
Endnotes should be placed as a list at the end of the paper 
only, not at the foot of each page. They should be numbered 
in the list and referred to in the text with consecutive, 
superscript Arabic numerals. Keep endnotes brief: they 
should contain only short comments tangential to the main 
argument of the paper and should not include references. 

Figures 
Keep figures to a minimum. 

All illustrations (line drawings and photographs) are 
classified as figures. Figures should be cited in consecutive 
order in the text.  

If supplied electronically, figures must be supplied as high 
resolution (at least 300 d.p.i.) files, saved as .eps or .tif. Do 
not embed figures in the word document – they must be 
supplied in separate files. Each file should be named with 
author’s last name and numbered according to its sequence in 
the text. Line figures should be supplied as sharp, black and 
white graphs or diagrams, drawn professionally or with a 
computer graphics package. Lettering must be included and 
should be sized to be no larger than the journal text.  

Original slides and unmounted high-resolution photographs 
can be submitted by post if the author does not have access to 
scanning facilities. Hard-copy figure should be labelled on 
the back indicating name of author(s), figure number and 
orientation. Individual photographs forming a composite 
figure should be of equal contrast, to facilitate printing, and 
should be accurately squared. 

Colour figure files should be set up as CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, black) and not as RGB (red, green, blue) so 
that colours as they appear on screen will be a closer 
representation of how they will print in the Journal. 

Figure legends.     Type figure legends on a separate page. 
Legends should be concise but comprehensive – the figure 
and its legend must be understandable without reference to 
the text. Include definitions of any symbols used and 
define/explain all abbreviations and units of measurement. 

ONLINE GUIDELINES 

Visit the The Australian Journal of Anthropology home page 
at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/taja for more 
information, and Wiley-Blackwell’s web pages for 
submission guidelines and digital graphics standards at  
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/journal.asp and 
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/illustration.asp 

This journal is available online at Wiley InterScience. Visit 
www3.interscience.wiley.com to search the articles and 
register for table of contents and e-mail alerts 

PROOFS 

It is essential that corresponding authors supply an email 
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address to which correspondence can be emailed while their 
article is in production. 

Notification of the URL from where to download a Portable 
Document Format (PDF) typeset page proof, associated 
forms and further instructions will be sent by email to the 
corresponding author. The purpose of the PDF proof is a final 
check of the layout, and of tables and figures. Alterations 
other than the essential correction of errors are unacceptable 
at PDF proof stage. The proof should be checked, and 
approval to publish the article should be emailed to the 
Publisher by the date indicated, otherwise, it may be signed 
off on by the Editor or held over to the next issue. 

OFFPRINTS 

A minimum of 50 offprints will be provided upon request, at 
the author’s expense. These paper offprints may be ordered 
online. Please visit http://offprint.cosprinters.com/, fill in the 
necessary details and ensure that you type information in all 
of the required fields.  

If you have queries about offprints please email 
offprint@cosprinters.com 

PUBLICATION FEES 

In the event that an author is not able to cover the costs of 
reproducing colour figures in colour in the printed version of 
the journal, The Australian Journal of Anthropology offers 
authors the opportunity to reproduce colour figures in colour 
for free in the online version of the article (but they will still 
appear in black and white in the print version). If an author 
wishes to take advantage of this free colour-on-the-web 
service, they should liaise with the Editorial Office to ensure 
that the appropriate documentation is completed for the 
Publisher.    

 


